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PREFACE 



In the preface to his Essays in Biblical Greek, the late 
Dr. Hatch speaks of these as being designed " to point 
out to students of sacred literature some of the rich 
iields which have not yet been adequately explored, and 
to offer suggestions for their exploration." This book is 
an attempt to deal with some of the matters which 
formed the subject of Dr. Hatch's investigatiou, and, 
indeed, owes its origia to the results at which that most 
iadependent and keen-minded scholar arrived as regards 
the special character of Biblical G-reek. But while the 
writer began with a complete, though provisional, accept- 
ance of Hatch's conclusions, the farther the inquiry was 
pushed, the more decidedly was he compelled to doubt 
those conclusions, and finally to seek to establish the 
connection between the language of the LXX. and that 
of the New Testament on a totally different basis. 

The discussion is purely a tentative one. Further 
research may modify many of the results which are here 
presented. But it seems to the writer that the lines for 
investigation laid down ia this dissertation are at least 
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trustworthy, and lead to the true standpoint for the 
study of Bibhcal Greek as a whole. 

A list of the chief authorities referred to and consulted 
is given. But the writer must express special obliga- 
tions to two books — Mullach's Grammatik der griechischen 
Vulgwrsprache, and Thayer's edition of Grrimm's Lexicon 
of the New Testament. The admirable lists in the 
Appendix to the latter work have formed, to a large 
extent, the basis of this investigation. 

Callaitdee, 

February 1895. 
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CHAPTEE I 

Introduction 

The study of Language, like all other provinces of 
investigation, has been influenced to a high degree by 
the modern scientific spirit. Not that this influence 
has come from without and forced itself upon philological 
inquiry. The process has been evolved from within, 
and under conditions marked for it by the principles 
inherent in Language itself. One main result is that 
the sphere of investigation is ever being widened. 
Light is thrown on important , problems from directions 
the most various. Fine Art, Antiquities strictly so 
called, Epigraphy, Folk-lore, each contributes its quota 
to linguistic research. 

But perhaps nothing has tended so powerfully to 
give this particular department a place among the exact 
sciences as the rapid advance which the latter half of 
the present century has seen in the field of Comparative 
Philology. Now, investigations in this province have 
not only reached results quite invaluable in themselves, 
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and for their own sake, but have brought into prominence 
certain leading conceptions in regard to language in 
general which will inevitably impress themselves on all 
future study. 

Not the least important is that which regards a 
particular language as a living whole, an organic unity, 
which, while from time to time it presents varying 
aspects, retains an indestructible common principle which 
is really a thread of life, preserving it throughout its 
entire history from utter disintegration. In this way, 
every stage of a language is of paramount importance 
for the history of the whole. Of course, some periods 
will always have, and justly have, a special attraction. 
The reasons are various. One stage of a language 
becomes of special moment because it is the formative 
epoch. It displays the birth, so to speak, of the 
principles which are to be the determining elements 
throughout the history of the speech. Another stage 
absorbs interest as the culminating point, the zenith in 
the language's life. All rudimentary strivings after 
expression have been mastered. The language has 
become plastic. It is an artistic instrument. Its 
products are works of art. It has a freeness and large- 
ness of sweep, it has a grasp of technical details^. There 
is balance, symmetry, proportion. No doubt this will 
correspond to a unique era in the nation's history. The 
life of the people is untramelled and broad. The 
national spirit has reached a summit, and this wealth of 
splendid energy calls for expression. It creates expres- 
sion. So the language becomes the mirror of the 
national life. It is therefore necessary that this 
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definite period should, above all others, call for considera- 
tion. And in any language, but especially in one so 
rich, and subtle, and strong as that of Hellas, a grasp of 
its culminating epoch and its great masters is that which 
alone affords a standpoint from which to survey the 
language as a whole. "When that epoch closes, the 
Greek tongue enters on a new and, in many aspects, 
disastrous career. 

But, though its grace and charm are seriously impaired, 
though corruption spreads with extraordinary rapidity, 
the history of the language never loses in interest. 
Indeed, the interest deepens as we find it striving to 
become the world-speech, passing through a new mould 
of foreign influences and alien tongues, and coming forth 
with the stamp of cosmopolitanism upon it, the fitting 
instrument of a world-wide empire. 

The later stages, therefore, of Greek have a special 
importance of their own. On the one hand, they are a 
comment on the earlier life of the language, inasmuch as 
they show the forces inherent in that hfe, their powers 
of self-preservation, the points where they are liable to 
attack, the conditions determining their development or 
decay. On the other hand, they look forward to the 
iuture, revealing the particular adaptabilities of the 
Hellenic tongue, sug'gestiag its lines of further dissemina- 
tion, affording ia a special case a remarkable forecast of 
modern linguistic developments. But not this alone. 
The corruption has in it seeds of life. In this decaying 
stage of Greek, striking light is shed on many phenomena 
which otherwise would appear abnormal in the history 
■of the language. Its latent resources are displayed with 
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a new and astonishing clearness. So that, on the whole, 
the materials gained by investigation of Greek when its 
palmy days were over, are both valuable in themselves, 
and exceptionally valuable for the insight they give into 
the innate essence, and potencies, and influence of the 
speech of the Hellenic peoples, viewed in its entirety. 



CHAPTEE II 

Nature and Scope of the Subject 

One of these later stages of the Greek language has been 
taken as the subject of this Dissertation. Or rather the 
attempt is made to trace some special elements in the 
history of Greek through several stages. But in en- 
deavouring to estimate " The Influence of the Septuagint 
on the Vocabulary of the New Testament," it is necessary 
to make a preliminary inquiry as to the general nature 
and scope of an investigation like this, its limitations 
and its possibilities, the results which may be expected 
and those which need. not be. 

An investigation like the present must be entirely 
tentative, for the important reason that the language of 
the Septuagint, as a whole, has never been, accurately or 
•rigidly examined and classified. Indeed, anything like 
precise assertion must be made from the New Testament 
as starting-point. Much has been written in a vague 
way as to points of contact between the two groups of 
writings, but when one attempts to distinguish some 
solid facts which may be taken as results arrived at, 
scarcely any such are to be found among a hazy mass of 
broad asseverations. This holds as to the relations of 
the language of the Septuagint to that of the New 

6 
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Testament, viewed generally. But, no doubt, definiteness 
is not so easily reached in such inquiries. Especially 
is such a statement true of our subject which deals with 
the language of these two large collections of books, in 
one particular aspect, the relation of their vocabularies. 
Yet this means a definitely-marked province, a fact 
which, to some extent at least, may preserve our in- 
vestigation from mere vague generalities. 

One fixed point there is from which to start, and that 
is the vocabulary of the New Testament, which is being 
investigated from year to year with increasing accuracy 
and scientific precision. Working back from this to the 
Septuagint, we gain lines of procedure and standpoints 
for a general survey. The object of our inquiry is to 
ascertain, as far as possible, the various stages in the 
development of the so-called " Hellenistic " dialect of 
Greek, its relations to the literary language of contem- 
porary writers, and the amount of its connection with the 
colloquial language of the period. For this purpose a 
distinct field of investigation is necessary, and that 
chosen appears, in some points at least, adequate to the 
end aimed at. 

The limitations of the subject are not hard to discover. 
It need scarcely be said that it would be impossible 
within reasonable limits to take up the separate vocabu- 
laries of the various writers either of the New Testament 
or Septuagint. In the case of the latter, absolutely so, 
as the various hands in its compilation can only be 
hypothetically distinguished. But this is not necessary. 
In any case only approximate results could be looked 
for, and so, roughly speaking, our inquiry is in no way 
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hampered by taking each group of writings as a whole. 
In the case of the New Testament, of course, a period of 
about fifty years comprises all the writers. Perhaps a 
hundred and fifty would be nearer the mark as regards 
the Septuagint ; but the Pentateuch, which all scholars 
admit to be the nucleus of the whole translation, and its 
most careful part, may be regarded in all probability as 
finished within less than half that time. 

But there is a further limitation inseparable from the 
subject. The comparison of two vocabularies must 
always be a relative process. In this inquiry it is 
especially so. For not only is each of these vocabularies 
made up of several types of language, so to speak, due 
to writers of varying individuality, but we possess no 
contemporary literature of precisely the same class 
which might be used as a standard or norm to guide 
our determinations. Accordingly we must often be 
content with provisional results, the only ones which 
can be arrived at with our present data. 

Still further, the estimation of the influence of one 
vocabulary upon another has a certain incalculable 
element which must not be lost sight of. The biography 
of words is often almost incredible. Thus, a word 
peculiar in form and of uncouth appearance may be 
found in the Septuagint repeatedly as the translation of 
a more or less common idea. This word may occur 
nowhere else save in the New Testament. But con- 
stantly it has a submerged history. It may be a local 
peculiarity. It may be a derivation from some special 
dialect, all the circumstances of which are unknown. It 
may be one of the most common forms of the vernacular. 
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It may have become stereotyped by means of the Sep- 
tuagint, and thus have passed into the New Testament 
through its direct influence. All these possibilities and 
more will present themselves, and often it will be im- 
possible to come to a decision. Again, in the two 
vocabularies with which we are concerned, there is, of 
course, an unusual number of terms which express moral 
and religious and theological conceptions. But it is 
quite possible that an unusual term which is found in 
the one may be found in the other with something like 
a complete change of content. No doubt this can be 
usually determined with a sufficient degree of accuracy. 
Still, as regards the influence of the one vocabulary on 
the other, in such cases the question is a delicate one, 
in which hasty assertions are unsafe. Once more, the 
conditions under which each of the vocabularies is 
found must not be overlooked as determiuing factors. 
It is here we are most heavily handicapped. It is not 
overstating the matter to say that our knowledge of the 
special circumstances which may have led the separate 
writers of the New Testament to display particular 
characteristics iu their vocabularies is scanty in the 
extreme. More so is this true of the Greek translators 
of the Old Testament. 

But in spite of aU these limitations which look so 
formidable, there is a wide area for research, and results 
may be obtained more valuable than would have been 
anticipated. It does not affect the inquiry whether 
these are predominantly positive or predominantly 
negative. In either case. Light will be thrown on 
biblical Greek as a whole. 
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But there are further important possibilities. The 
special phase of the Greek language which we have to 
consider has, at least, the advantage of being unartificial. 
So that we should expect side-lights on questions outside 
the scope of our main inquiry. Also, the subject brings 
us face to face with a peculiar phenomenon in the 
history of the Hellenic tongue ; its employment by an 
alien and deeply-prejudiced race to set forth their own 
highest conceptions. This means a new demand on the 
resources of the Greek speech, a new test of its plasticity 
and scope. But besides, we have in the vocabularies of 
the Septuaginf and New Testament, apart from special 
■Hebraistic traits, a character and colouring quite distinct 
from the literary language of the time. Such a fact 
must suggest new points of view from which to regard 
the development of Greek in its later stages. 

The most important feature has still to be emphasised. 
We have the right to expect that a very direct relation 
vrill be found to exist between the language of the 
Septuagint and that of the New Testament. There 
are various reasons for the expectation. The chief one 
is that these two groups of writing are the only monu- 
ments of the " dialect " they represent. This " dialect " 
attains definite form in the Septuagint. It has a fixed 
stamp put upon it. It is therefore natural to believe, 
that when we meet it again it will show the impress of 
its earlier life. More especially will this be the case 
with conceptions and modes of thought peculiar to the 
Jewish people. The very fact that Greek is not their 
native language will be found to make it harder for 
them to deviate from a standard once laid down, espe- 
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cially when their own rites and usages and charac- 
teristics are involved. Eeference has been already- 
made to the abundance of terms which translate par- 
ticular religions and theological ideas. With regard to 
them, we are justified in expecting that in many cases, 
at least, the language of the Septuagint will be found to 
be the basis on which the New Testament structure is 
reared. 

Having examined the nature and scope of the investi- 
gation, we need not linger long over the method to be 
employed. Clearly the question is one of fads, and 
where there is so much room for hypothesis, its use 
must be scanty. Our first task is to ascertain as dis- 
tinctly as possible the actual data which we possess. 
This is, indeed, the most important part of the inquiry. 
For here there is a solid foundation. But these data 
have to be viewed, above all, in their historical setting. 
If they can be connected by links of historical evidence, 
all will have been gained that can be gained. But 
whether or no, the investigation is a record of facts, and 
the inferences which these facts permit. It is useless 
to attempt anything more. 



CHAPTEE III 

Conditions and Ciegumstances of the Greek 
Language in the Thied Centuey b.c. 

The first matter to be examined is necessarily the 

conditions and circumstances of the Greek language in 

the third century B.C., the period in which our inquiry 

starts. The tone and character of the Greek which 

then prevailed should give the key to its subsequent 

development. But it would be wrong to limit ourselves 

to this single epoch. It cannot be understood apart 

from currents and movements in the language which go 

back at least a century earlier, and which are anticipations 

of the processes which were afterwards to be dominant. 

Nothing is more striking than the change which 

meets one on passing from the Attic of Plato and 

Demosthenes to that of Xenophon. At first sight the 

difference is not so obvious. But when we begin to 

examine rigorously the vocabulary of the earlier writer, 

it is easy to trace in him a totally divergent conception 

of what the range of Attic Greek is, and a complete 

disregard of its precise limitations. In making this 

statement, however, regard must be had to the weU- 

known phenomenon, apparently peculiar to Attic, in 

which the earlier stage of the dialect, after becoming 

11 
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the parent of a new and more perfect form of speech, 
continued to exist in healthy vigour, and to be used 
exclusively for one particular type of poetical composi- 
tion. This, of course, holds good of Athens alone. 
But this earlier Attic had countless affinities with the 
cognate Ionic speech prevailing in numerous regions of 
the Greek-speaking world. Indeed, that and the earliest 
Attic might be said to have the same basis. 

It is .difficult to conjecture even as to the relation 
between the earlier Attic, which always remained the 
vehicle of tragedy, and the popular spoken language of 
Athens in its best days, though probably there can be 
little doubt that the latter closely approximated in kind, 
if not always in quality, to the Greek of the orators and 
Aristophanes. But, at anyrate, this earlier Attic was 
known and recognised within certain limits, and it would 
be the delicate and subtle feeling for language which 
would chiefly secure the mature Attic against its en- 
croachments. 

To return to Xenophon. His experience was a 
peculiar one. His life was deliberately spent away from 
his native land, and a large portion of it in foreign 
countries outside Greece proper altogether. In this 
way he mingled with men of many dialects. His pride 
in Athens and her glory of life and language vanished. 
This must consciously or unconsciously affect his language 
also. His sense of proportion, his appreciation of the 
just mean to be observed, and the strict standard of 
speech, must unconsciously be marred. And so, in the 
midst of dialects cognate to his own, in which the 
subtle shades of meaning and the refinements of 
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pure Attic were replaced by laxness of usage and clumsier 
notions of the requirements of language, he abandoned 
the purity of Athens and became a noteworthy pre- 
cursor of the future history of the- Greek tongue. 

It is interesting to find the Mysian Galen, in 
his Commentary on Hippocrates (quoted by Eutherford, 
New Phryn. 161), comparing Xenophon with the cele- 
brated physician in the use of ovofiara '•/kwaraiffiaTiKa 
Kal TpoTTiKci. And Helladius (fifth century A.D.) is 
quoted by Photius (Bibl. 533. 25) as saying: ovBev 
Bavfiaa-Tov avrjp iv arpaTeiaK a'XpXd^cov xal ^evav 
aw'ovffiai'} et riva irapaKOirrei, ttj? Trarpiov tfxovrj^' Bio 
vofio&iT7]v avTov ovK av tk clttikktiiov wapaXd^oi. 

Many instances might be given to illustrate what has 
been said of Xenophon. The following (from Euther- 
ford's list, New Phryn. 165 sq.) will suffice: — 

ay piv (a, ""hai^t" = Oripevia, KvvyiyiTSi. Hipp. 4. 18; Cyn. 

12. 6 ; Anah. 5. 3. 8 ; LXX., KT. 
ciXi^o) = depoiV Cyr. 1. 4. 14; Anah. 7. 3. 48; Herod. 

1. 79, 5. 15, 7. 12; Eurip. Herod. 403; N.T. 
S(ap7]fi.a = BZpov. Hier. 8. 4 ; Aesch. P. V. 626 ; Pers. 523 ; 

Soph. Aj. 662 ; Eurip. Hel. 883 ; ¥.T. 
edkTr<a = eepp.aivtD. Cyr. 5. 1. 11; Horn. Od. 21. 179; 

Hes. TJieog. 864; Aesch. P. V. 590; LXX., KT. 
6iyydvm = aiTTop.ai. Cyr. 1. 3. 5, etc.; Aesch. P. V. 849, 

etc. ; Soph. Oed. R. 760, etc. ; Eur. Hec. 605, etc. ; JST.T. 

Oiya in LXX. 
/idx^os = 7rovos. Conviv. 2. 4, 8. 40; Hes. So. 306; Aesch., 

Soph., Eur., LXX., N.T. 
voa-fj>i^io = v4>aipw. Cyr. 4. 2. 42 ; Aesch. Cho. 620 ; Soph. 

Phil. 1427; Eur. Sup. 153; LXX., N.T. 
Tapaxos = Tapax»7. Anab. 1. 8. 2 ; Cyr. 7. 1. 32; Hippoc. 

300. 41 ; LXX., N.T. 
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Already ia Xenophon's days tokens of change in the 
fortunes of the Greek peoples might readily be found. 
Yet the separate States had sufficient pride of independ- 
ence to preserve their national life a stage further. 
But the old restrictions of nation,ality could not much 
longer endure, A new spirit was beginning to pervade 
Greek life, — no doubt, in many aspects, a weaker and 
more nerveless spirit, yet one which contained within 
itself the potency of a wider civilisation, a more cosmo- 
politan existence. Thus it was that neighbouring 
peoples began to aspire to a new and higher cultivation. 
Barbarian Macedonia claimed a share in the refinements 
of her more polished neighbours. It need not be 
doubted that political motives had a large part in such 
aims. But, granting this, the issue was not affected. 
The Attic language became the language of the Mace- 
donian Court. The modifications which it underwent in 
this new phase of its history cannot be accurately de- 
termined. For this purpose a clear notion would have 
to be formed of the precise character of the pre-existing 
Macedonian dialect. As it is, fragmentary hints must 
suffice as to its nature and constitution. 

A passage in Curtius, vi. 9, § 35-36 (quoted by 
MuUach, Grammatik, p. 14), seems to say that Mace- 
donians and Greeks could not understand one another. 
And certainly, if reliance can be placed on the collec- 
tions made by Sturz {De Dialecto Macedonica, etc. pp. 30, 
31 sq.) and others, it is no wonder that this was so. 
A few instances will make this clear. 

OLKovriov — among Macedonians = pd;(ts, chine, ridge. So 
Hesych. and Phavorinus. 
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Savos = ^avaros (Plut. de and. poet. 5). 
KapaySos = TTvA.!;. Hesych. Phavor. 
dyxaXis = ^piiravov. 

Two of the words quoted in this connection have a 
more interesting history, viz, Trapefj,fi6\ij and pvfii], 

•jrapefi^oXrj, which seems properly to mean "in- 
sertion," "interpolation" is described by Phrynichus, 353, 
as Setvoi? MaKeSovtKov ; and all the old grammarians 
apparently assent to this. Starting from its original 
signification, it would first come to mean " method of 
arrangement of camp," and finally reach its ordinary 
Macedonian sense of " camp," " encampment." It occurs 
often in Poly bins = (1) Locatio in castris. Ipsa castra. 
(2) Aciei instructio. (3) Special manoeuvres in a naval 
battle. It is found in an inscription of Thessalonica 
(c. 118 B.C. — Dittenberger, Syll} 247. 20), fieTeirefi^jraTo 
eh Ttjv irapefjL^oXijv, Countless instances in the Septua- 
gint where, almost without exception, it translates the 
Hebrew term for " camp," " encampment." It occurs ten 
times in the New Testament. (1) Camp, Heb. 13. 11 ; 
Apoc. 20. 9. (2) Encampment, almost = army, Heb. 
11, 34. (3) Barracks, Acts 21. 34, 22, 24, 23. 10. 
It is used in jest by Diphilus as = arpaToirehov, and also 
found in the comic writers Theophilus (Mein. 3. 630), 
and Crito (Mein. 4. 53). 

pvjjLi]. Phryn. 382 : pvfiJ]' Kal tovto ol fj,ev 
^A07}valoi eVt t^? opfirji iriOeffav, ol Se vvv ap.a6el<i 
iirX Tov ffTevcoTTOv. BoKel Se fioi Kal tovto fuiKeSoviKov 
etvai. Suidas explains dyvtaC by pv/ii]. Eustathius on 
Hom. II. ^. ■p. 166 (quoted by Sturz), says pvfj,r] is used 
1 Sylloge Inscriptiomim Qrcecarum, W. Dittenberger. 
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in this sense in the Kotvij. The earlier signification of 
"rush," "onset," is found in places like Thucyd. 7. 70: 
rfj /juev -rrpajTr} pvfifj hrnr'KeovTe'i k.t.X. 

Polyb. 6. 29. 1 : ai pvfiai = roa,ds in a camp. 

In the Septuagint: Isa. 15. 3 : kuI iv rahpufmh avr&v 
irdvTe<i oK6Kvt,eTe = street. In the New Testament four 
times, and = street or lane. Used by the comic writers 
Antiphanes and Philippides = street (Mein. 3. 26, 
4. 471). The stages in the history of the word are well 
pointed out by Carr (on Matt. vi. 2) : (1) rush, impetus ; 
(2) going ; (3) lane or street ; cf. English " alley," from 
French " aller." 

We have dwelt longer on these two terms for a 
special reason. They open the way to a large question, 
the intermingling of foreign elements, or, at least, usages 
with the pure Greek tongue at an exceedingly early date. 
The constant voice of tradition makes them Macedonian 
words. But when we find them in Attic writers like 
Antiphanes (380 B.C.), TheophUus (330 B.C.), Crito 
(330 B.C. ?), Philippides (323 B.C.), and Diphilus (300 
B.C.), the suggestion naturally presents itself that there 
was a far closer connection between the colloquial 
language of everyday life and the alien dialects of 
Greek than has usually been believed, or that original 
elements of current Attic speech were preserved outside 
the strict limits of the dialect. It would be absurd to 
make the slender basis of a few examples support any 
far-reaching hypothesis, but these give rise to the belief 
that if a greater mass of materials came to light, the 
problem would be far on its way towards solution. 

But besides the appearance in the Macedonian dialect 



THE GREEK LANGUAGE IN THE THIRD CENTURY 17 

of peculiar terms, such as dSfj — ovpavo^, ^eOv = arip, 
Smpa^ = o-TrXjjK, and the like, peculiar consonantal 
changes are said to have prevailed, which appear to have 
a phonetic character ; e.g. ^aXaxpo^ = ^aXaKp6<;, Ke^aXrj 
— Ke^aXr), dBpaia = aldpla k.t.\. Probably such lists 
have to be taken with caution, as so little is known 
of the sources used by the old lexicographers who are 
our authorities. In any case, the Macedonian type of 
Greek, whether or not it is admissible to call it a special 
dialect, was so far removed from ordinary Attic as to 
make it certain that the latter, on Macedonian lips, must 
soon and inevitably suffer thoroughgoing modification. 
Even the Greek poUsh itself of Alexander the Great and 
his associates was only skin-deep. 

But apart from the process of change experienced by 
the Attic dialect in a semi - barbarian country like 
Macedonia, the world of culture, as well, was opening the 
way for results of that kind. Aristotle himself marks 
the beginning of a new era. Looking at his language 
alone, one is struck by the number of new words and 
new forms which he admits into his prose. The perfect 
Attic sense for language seems to have become relaxed 
in him. The transition to the koiv^ has alre'ady begun. 
Naturally, the tendency increases rapidly. It is found 
in an intensified degree in writers like Theophrastus, 
who may almost be reckoned with the writers of the 
" Common Dialect." And, as has often been pointed 
out, it is noteworthy that contemporaneous with this 
weakening of purity in language is the growth 
of the Asian rhetoric, which seeks to make up for 
nerve and force by florid colouring and exaggeration. 
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Thus, within Greece itself, the degeneration had 
set in. 

Alexander's conquests formed the determining factor 
for the language, as for the whole life of the Greek 
peoples. Now, as has been said, the Attic dialect was 
undoubtedly recognised as the basis of the language 
spoken at the Macedonian court. This meant that 
henceforth the official and imperial speech throughout the 
Eastern world must be Attic at root, whatever varying 
aspects it might present in particular cases. It did not 
a priori follow that the language of the conquerors 
should become that of the conquered. But Greek 
civilisation had been making rapid advances. Even the 
interior had not been left wholly untouched. The 
maritime regions were already thoroughly leavened by 
Greek influence. But the language which Alexander 
and his victorious armies brought with them found 
special points of contact in the several countries through 
the remnants of old Greek colonies, so that, even in 
districts where they did not themselves settle as rulers, 
Greek idioms became familiar. The dialect which they 
introduced was Attic, but the Attic of a non-Athenian 
people. Accordingly, from the first, there would be a 
laxity as regards the words to be used, and the nature of 
their usage. This was an element sure to lead to further 
corruption. And so we find that in each province the 
Greek spoken there assumed a distinctly local colouring, 
reflecting at many points the dialect originally peculiar 
to that province. Our data on this point are somewhat 
fragmentary. But there are constant traces of local 
dialectical variations. We shall find the most note- 
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worthy instances when we come to examine more care- 
fully the Greek of Alexandria. But such phenomena as 
the late Aorist form in -oaav, on which Eustathius, 
p. 1759, 36, says: oi ttj 'Aa-tavfj ^(^pmixevoi (pwvy iroiovai 
TO e(l>vyov koI rfKQov •KapevOia-et rrj<s era o-u\\a/3^? 
i^vyoaav X6yovTe<; Kot rfKdoaav. (fxovrj'i XaXKiSewv iBia 
etVt; the substitution of the weak Aorist endings in 
strong forms, as e\a/3a, eiretra k.t.X, which the old 
grammarians hold to be originally a CUician peculiarity ; 
and the appearance of many uncouth words in the later 
language, principally associated with the requirements of 
common life, — give some colour to the idea of a wide- 
spread local effect on the language which Alexander 
established in his new domain. 

Another point has to be strongly emphasised. The 
one aim of the Macedonians who diffused the Attic type 
of Greek was to be intelligible. They had no thought 
for refinement of idiom or purity of vocabulary. They 
were not themselves cultivated men, and their language 
was not a cultivated language. The important con- 
sequence followed that it never became a literary instru- 
ment. No doubt this would have given it fixity and a 
standard. Instead, it became the parent of a new type 
of colloquial Greek, the speech of the mixed popula- 
tions of Asia, Syria, and Egypt. This is a most 
important fact. All those who afterwards laid any 
claim to literary power or skill must be held rather to 
carry on the tradition of Aristotle and his contemporaries, 
than to belong immediately to the circle of the 'EXXrjvi- 
fovTes. Of course they are conditioned by their environ- 
ment. The Greek which Aristotle had handed down to 
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them was already in process of fusion. Words, forms, 
and phrases distinctly non-Attic had been admitted by 
him. It would be absurd to suppose that amidst the 
mixed populations of the countries where these writers 
lived, the tendency already manifested could be checked. 
Everything was in favour of its growth. StUl, it was 
regulated and kept, to some extent, within bounds by the 
general culture of these writers, their acquaintance with 
the early literature of Greece, and a more or less earnest 
attempt to preserve alive the literary succession by direct 
imitation of some of the great masters of speech. 

Thus arose the literary language, the koivtj Sta\e«T09. 
More will have to be said of it in tracing the linguistic 
history between the time of the Septuagint and that of 
the New Testament. No doubt great caution must be 
used in drawing a strict dividing - line between the 
literary dialect and the colloquial speech of everyday 
life. We must rather regard the boundary as fluctuat- 
ing and undefined. Yet it may be said that while the 
writers of the koivij frequently descend to the ordinary 
level of the current popular language, or nearly so, the 
literary monuments which we have of that popular 
language rarely reach, so far as style and idiom and even 
purity of vocabulary are concerned, the common standard 
of the KOtvrj SiaXeKTO<;. 



CHAPTEE IV 

The Septuagint: (1) Its Environment; (2) Its 
vocabulaey, and the special influences which 

MOULD IT 

Atter the foregoing very brief account of the general 
condition of language in which the LXX. arose, we must 
next investigate its immediate environment, and this 
will form the transition to the discussion of our special 
subject itself. 

In no country did Macedonian influence produce more 

rapid and far-reaching effects than in Egypt. Alexandria, 

the capital, founded under the auspices of the Macedonian 

conqueror, formed a centre of new prosperity for the 

country. Favoured by natural situation, the glory of its 

founding, and the benign rule of the early Ptolemies, it 

could not fail to be a most potent instrument in the 

diffusion of Hellenism among the Eastern peoples. As 

has been already said, the Macedonians brought with 

them, as their ordinary language, the Attic dialect, not, 

however, unadulterated and pure, but modified in many 

directions by reason of having become their official and 

conventional mode of speech. Accordingly, Egypt too 

must yield to the new tongue. Not, of course, that 

Greek was a strange language there, but that from this 
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time it was to be the language of court life and letters, 
of trade and commerce, soon also, through the mixed 
population of a great national centre like Alexandria, 
the language of common life and ordinary intercourse. 
Now the conditions under which the Macedonian Attic 
took root in Egypt could only lead to one result. 
Nowhere was there a more remarkable blending of 
diverging elements than at Alexandria. Egyptians, pure 
Greeks, Macedonians, representatives of the various 
Asiatic kingdoms, Africans, Jews, all combined to form 
a motley crowd ; yet they must have constant dealings 
with one another. The medium of intercourse must 
inevitably be Greek. It was impossible that it could 
retain even the purity of its Macedonian type among 
elements so conflicting. 

The question accordingly arises. What special colour 
would Greek, as spoken by the Egyptian people, be 
likely to assume ? We know that they had deep-seated 
Oriental tendencies. We are told that their temperament 
was melancholy ; that they were possessed by a strong 
bias towards the formless symbolism of their ancient 
worship ; that their imagination was eager and excitable. 
Accordingly, we are not surprised to iind from the 
remains preserved, a certain unwieldiness and capricious- 
ness about their language, which displays itself especially 
in harsh and fantastic word-composition. Besides, this 
might naturally be looked for, as Greek came to them, 
not by free and spontaneous diffusion, but in the stilted 
guise of officialism. 

Many instances from their vocabulary, as exhibited by 
the Eosetta Inscription, Papyri, etc. etc., are given by 



THE SEPTUAGINT 23 

Mullach, Bernhardy, and others. From these the follow- 
ing are taken : — 

dSiKiov, aio)vo^ios, d7roSt£OTa\/Aev<i)j', avroKpacria,, iird.va.yKov, 
^ly/xiOTrpaKTijcrciv, Uptcro-Gv, KaTavum^o/ievoi, KOvtjxrreXaZy, 
Xoyeveiv, ovcTLaKO's, 7rapa<rvyypd<j>€iv, irpojTOxpaftoi, to tcXe- 
(TTiKov, <j>iX.av6p(i>Tr€iv. 

As to the Greek of Alexandria proper, it seems 
erroneous to give it the name of a dialect, as many- 
scholars have been accustomed to do. In all probability 
the language of the Egyptian capital had no more right 
to be called a dialect than the vernacular of any other 
great centre of population and commerce. On the other 
hand, it does appear that, owing to the unique position 
and circumstances of Alexandria, a certain type of Greek 
arose there, or was stereotyped there, which was rapidly 
diffused. It was no literary language, and could not be. It 
was a blending of words and idioms on an Attic basis, con- 
tributed to the common stock by the shifting masses which 
made up the population of the city. Thus East and West 
alike impressed their stamp on the Alexandrian speech. 

There is no need to say, as some scholars have 
asserted, that no memorial of the Alexandrian type of 
Greek has come down to us. We believe that the more 
theJanguage of the LXX. is studied, the more clearly it 
will be seen that, in spite of strong Hebrew colour- 
ing and the moulding force of Jewish conceptions, the 
LXX. does afford a lucid. and graphic view of the Greek of 
Alexandria. And more importance attaches itself to this 
because Alexandrian Greek may be regarded as a typical 
representative of the language then spoken throughout 
the provinces which had yielded to Alexander's sway. 
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It is unnecessary for us here to do more than state 
the views generally held by modern scholars regarding 
the date and origin of the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament. There is a consensus of opinion that the 
whole, or, in any case, the greater part of the under- 
taking, was carried out at Alexandria. This rests on an 
unbroken line of tradition. The question cannot be 
decided as to whether any of the kings took a special 
interest in the work. A mass of legend has grown 
round this report. The nucleus of the translation was 
the Pentateuch, a fact to be expected, seeing that for 
the Jews the reading of the Law formed the chief part 
of synagogue worship. In all probability this portion of 
the Old Testament was translated about the middle of 
the third century B.C., and the prologue to " Ecclesi- 
asticus" says that by 130 B.C., not only the "Law" 
but the " Prophets " and the other books of the Old 
Testament were extant in Greek. The translation, as 
a whole, reveals several hands, at least five, differing to 
a considerable degree in acquaintance with Greek, power 
of grasping the original, and skill in translating. The 
Pentateuch has been done by the most competent trans- 
lators. The internal character of the version makes it 
almost certain that the translators were Egyptian Jews. 
Thus, to give one or two instances — 

(1)1 The Hebrew " shekel " is translated, by the Alexandrian 
" didrachmum," not by the tetradrachmum, to 
which it was equivalent. 

(2) Hebrew " ephah " is translated by oi<^t, Egyptian 

' Most of the instances quoted are taken from Hody, Be Bihliorum 
Textibus Originalibus. 
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pronunciation. This measure still exists among 
the Copts. 

(3) Hebrew " Thummim," translated by dX^^eta, the Greek 

name of the ornament worn by the chief Egyptian 
judges. 

(4) KovSv, a special name for a particular kind of Egyptian 

cup, used in the LXX. 

(5) oxi, used of anything growing in a marsh — irwirvpo^. 

6i^K = ark in which Moses was exposed. 

(6) A numerous class of nouns beginning with the prefix 

apxi, e.g. ap^t/j.dyapO'S, dp^^ttriTOjrotds, apx^oivoxoo^, 
apxi'^eo'IJio<f)v\a^ ; cf. in Papyri and Inscrr. apxi- 
Kwijyos, dp)(VTrrjperri^. apxi- is said to denote simply a 
court official. 

These, of course, are only hints ; but when corroborated 
by the general nature of the version and an unvarying 
tradition handed down by the oldest Jewish - Greek 
writers themselves, who had every opportunity of know- 
ing the facts, there is little room for doubt. No one has 
ever doubted that the translators were Jews. 

The raison d'itre of the version is not hard to seek. 
Besides several very ancient colonies to be found in 
Egypt, Jews flocked in multitudes to the new city, 
induced by the splendid opportunity for commercial 
pursuits, as well as by the kiadly disposition of the 
Egyptian kings and their own less favourable lot in 
Palestrae. Soon we find that Jews occupied some 
of the highest posts in the whole country. In the 
natural course of things, half a century or less would 
see them thoroughly subject at least to the more ex- 
ternal influences of their new abode, and none of these 
could be so powerful as the language commonly spoken, 
— the language, besides, which was the special medium 
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of their own cherished pursuits. Accordiagly, the 
staple of their ordinary speech would come to be 
the language of Alexandria. This would, be modified 
by their original dialect of Hebrew or Aramaic, but 
would gradually approximate to the common ver- 
nacular of the city population. WeUhausen,^ indeed, 
supposes the existence of a kind of Jewish-Greek jargon, 
already developed, " which was really Hebrew or 
Aramaic in disguise,'' and employs his hypothesis to 
account for the extreme literalness and frequent harsh- 
ness of the Septuagint version. But this is a pure 
hypothesis, and the literalness of the translation is best 
accounted for on other grounds. 

Thus situated, and with their synagogue -worship, 
which was the very centre of their national life, in full 
exercise, it must soon come to be the case that many 
Jews of the generation native to Alexandria, could no 
longer intelligently follow the reading of the sacred 
books in their public worship, and the demand would 
speedily arise for a rendering of, at least, the Law into 
the language which they could understand. And the 
great majority of modern scholars hold that these 
circumstances explain the origin of the Septuagint 
version. It would be going too far afield to make any 
particular mention of the peculiar theory of Professor 
Gratz,^ who places the first nucleus of the translation 
about 140 B.C., in the reign of Ptolemy Philometor. 

Again it must be noted that the prophetical and 
poetical books were translated at various times, later than 

^ Art. " Septuagint " in Encyel. Britann. 
^ Oeschichte der Juden, Band iii. 
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the date of the Pentateuch, and that this was often due, 
in all probability, to private enterprise. These facts, 
however, do not affect our investigation of the vocabulary 
of the LXX., as one hundred and thirty years at most 
comprise the whole translation, and there is no evidence 
to show that any part of it was executed outside 
Alexandria. 

In investigating the vocabulary of the LXX. we are 
investigating the vocabulary of a translation. This 
translation, moreover, is of a peculiar nature. It is 
intended to bring out every jot and tittle of the original, 
because the original is held to be sacred, and not a 
syllable, therefore, must be lost. Accordingly, the 
rendering is extraordinarily literal. This implies restric- 
tion of vocabulary. But when the range of the collection 
of writings is so wide, the restriction is scarcely felt. 
Still, we cannot expect to be able to make the same 
deductions from what is a rigidly literal translation, as 
might be looked for in a spontaneous literary product. 
Further, the translators are Jews. They write in a 
language whose conceptions are alien to their type of 
mind. The language is acquired. There must therefore 
be a certain artificiality of expression, a certain clumsi- 
ness both as to forms and structures. Their vocabulary 
and style cannot fail to show a real Hebraic element, 
their inheritance from the past. But, apart from this, 
they are sure to reflect with more or less accuracy the 
exact type of speech which surrounds them, the par- 
ticular form of Greek to which they have been first 
introduced in their everyday dealings with neighbours 
and traders. 
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The vocabulary of the LXX. has Attic for its original 
basis, and so we meet, in ever-varying proportions, with 
much of the ordinary stock familiar to us in earlier and 
purer writers. This part of the vocabulary, which is, 
however, far less in proportion to the other elements 
than the corresponding part of the New Testament 
vocabulary, we need not for the present dwell upon. 
It is the common store of most writers in a greater or 
less degree down to a fairly late date in our era. 

But, before discussing the other and far more 
characteristic elements in the vocabulary of the LXX., 
it appears to us in place to give a rough analysis of a 
few chapters taken entirely at random from its pages, 
which will afford, in brief compass, a general view of its 
language, and serve as a basis of illustration for the 
principles in the formation of the vocabulary which 
have still to be investigated. In the case of the LXX., 
representative illustrations are specially admissible, 
seeing that, as a matter of fact, the same elements are 
found throughout its vocabulary. 

We take the first ten chapters of the Book of 
Deuteronomy, a fair specimen of the ordinary character 
of the LXX., neither distinguished for special excellence 
nor special harshness and incorrectness, though perhaps, 
on the whole, it would fall among the better parts of the 
work rather than otherwise. Words and forms belonging 
to the common stock of Greek writers are, of course, 
unnoticed. The writers are given by whom the word or 
form is used. When a word in common use is given, it 
is because of some special sense in the LXX., and those 
writers alone are quoted who employ it in that sense. 
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List of Words 



a. S.yovo'i = barren. Hippoc, Aristot., Theoph., Soph.., Plut. 

aKovo-rrj. Horn., Soph., Eurip. (Isocr.). 

aKpoTOfjLO's. Polyb., Philo. 

dirooTTijTcocroi'. Form. 

apa-eviKoi. Very late. Callim., Anthol. 

do-oXcirros = iminoved. Eurip., Diod., Plut. Adverb 
in Polyb., N.T. 

SxrqTTTos = not liable to rot. Hippoc, Xen. 

d^diTTo) = fasten on. Hdt., Hippoc., Theocr. 
/3. jSaSi^o) = go. Colloquial here. So constantly in Comic 
writers. 

/SSikvy/Ma. Pecul. to LXX. and N.T. Verb in Hippoc, 
Aristoph., Plut. 

y8)}ju,a = treading of sole of foot. Xen., N.T. 

(to) ySowoAta. Hdt., Theocr. 
y. ya/jt.^pev<o. Pecul. to LXX. and Josephus. 

yvo^os = Svo^os. Only poetical and late prose. N.T. 

ypafifjiaToeuTayoiyeL'i — Seh. word meaning (1) scribe, 
(2) magistrate. 
8. SetXiiio. Diod., N.T. 

8iayiyv6a-KU). Loose use = memoria revocare. 

8iayoyyv^m. N.T. 

Stav6crTa;nat = rise up. Poly bins. 

Siaa-a<f>rja-aL. Plato, Polyb., N.T. 

SteTreo-ar. Form. N.T. 

BLKoimiia = ordinance. Peculiar to LXX. and N.T. 
e. iyKddT]p.(u = lie in a place. Polyb., Antiph. Gom. 

£?7ra, Form. JSr.T. 

eK^ryreio. Aristid., K.T. 

iKKXrjcnd^w. Transitive, Diod. 
Ik<^o;8os. Aristot., Plut., N.T. 
iXirjixocrvvri = righteousness. N. T. 
ifiTTurTevai = believe. 

ivd.pxofiai = hegm (without ritual sense). Polyb., Plut., 
KT. 
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evoirM^u). Once quoted, Lye. 205. 

ivu>Trwv. N.T. 

iiravaarrpictxo = (simply) return. 

cv/cX'^pos = fortunate. Anthol., Suid. evKX'^prjfia in 

Antiph. Com. 
«i/A^K')js = tall. Plato, Theocr. 
i<jioSevu>. Late. In Xen. Cyr. 8. 6. 16, of an officer 

who visited annually the satrapies of Persia. 

Timocl. Com. 
^. ^(oypeta = Heb. word for "survivor." In Hdt., Polyb., 

Strabo = one taken alive. 
7). ijXean. Form. N.T. 

yiXdoa-av. Form. N.T. 
6. OrjKvKo^ Very late. Dion. Hal. 
BveXXa.. Entirely poetical. N.T. 
OvfLooi. Passive form. Scarcely in prose. N.T. 
ZSoo-av. Form. N.T. 
UpaTivui. Herodn., Inscrr., N.T. 
K. Koipos = xpovos. Late. N.T. 

Ko.p.wo'i. Hdt., Aesch., Galen., N.T. 

KaraXco) = grind down. Hom., Hdt., Hippoc, Strabo. 

KaTacrKOTTCvio ( = KaTacTKOTriui). Xen., Polyb., Plut. 

Karai^uTevo) = plant. Plut., Lucian. 

Karurxvu) = encourage. Dion. Hal. = strengthen ; N.T. 

= prevail. 
Kavxqp-a. Pindar, Lesbonax, l^.T. 
KtySuTo's. Aristoph., Lysias, and late writers ; IS.T. 
KOLTa.t,op,ai = go to bed. Pind., Polyb. 
Koiros. Late in prose = trouble, burden. Poetry and N.T. 
Koa-p.o's = Heb. word for " heavenly hosts as ornaments 

of the heavens." 
Kparaws. Poet. Only late prose. Plut., etc. ; N.T. 
/cpT/Att. Polyb., KT. 
KTTJvo^. Hdt., Hom., Xen., N.T. 
A. XoKKos = cistern. Hdt., Aristoph., Xen. (Demos.). 
Aafeuo). Eumath. (Xdieoa-is. Schol. ad Theocr. • 
Xa^evTo^, N.T.). 
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Xarpevto = serve God. N.T. Used by Eurip. = serve tiie 

gods. 
A.i/ia-y;^oveo) = reduce by hunger. Hippoc, Antisth. ap. 

Stob. 
fi. /juiKporj/jiepivu). Peculiar to LXX. 

fiaXaKia = sickness. Vit. Horn., N.T. 
V. vdirrj. Poet., Hdt., Xen. 
o. oBriyiui = Pseud.-Phocyl., Hippoc, Aesch., Eur., N.T. 

All = lead. 
oiKTLpftMv. Theocr., Anth., N.T. 
oXtyocTTo's = one out of a few. Plut. 
opapa. Aiistot., Xen., Aristid., N.T. 
ox^po's = strong (military term). Xen., Polyb. 
77. TraiSto-K'^ = slave. Late. But Menander. N.T. 
7raTs = slave. Tragg., Comm., late prose, N.T. 
■TrapaTTopevopai. Polyb., N.T. 
Trape/jL^oX-q. Polyb., KT., Theopbil. Com.; Crito 

Com. ; Diphil. 
TraTatro-o) = kill. Late. N.T. 
irepiovfTioi. N.T. fr. irepiovo'ia = property (irepiet/x.i = 

have over and above). 
Trkd^ = flat stone. Lucian, !N".T. 
irXij^vi/o) = increase (trans.), N.T. 
TToiija'auTav. Form. 
TToAe/iioT^s. Poetic word. 
7ioX-inr\a<Tidt,iiy. Plut., Herodn. 
TToXvTrXTjdeo). Pecul. to LXX. 
iroX.v)(povL^<D. Pecul. to LXX. 
7rpovo/i,6Tj(i) = plunder. Dion. H. often, Polyb., Plut., 

Posidip. Com. 
Trpoa-KeifjiaL. Used of devotion to God. So in Dion. 

Cass, and Epictet. 
Trpo(T6x&urim. Pecul. to LXX. Yerb va. Orac. Sibyll. 

and KT. 
irpoTepoi TjjxSiv. Scarcely in"earlier lang. ; of. John 1. 15, 

TrpSrroi p.ov rjv. 
Trrepurros. Hdt., Tragg., Plut. (once in Plato). 
TTT'^a-oio. Scarcely iu prose. Poet. word. 
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TTTUix^a. Late form. 
p. p^/ia = thing. N.T. 
(7. crKXi^poKapSia. N.T. 

<7KXr]poTpa,)(r]Xo^. N.T. 

a-KXrjpvvo). Metaph., N.T. Ord. sense in Hippoc 
Aristot. 

(tkZXov = snare. Etym. M. and Hesych. = o-kSXos, 
pointed stake ; cf . o-/c(uXoCp,at in Aquila = be offended. 

(TvyKvpu) = be adjacent. Polyb., Pint. 

crvvavT-qa-ii. Eurip., Dion. H., Pint., IT.T. 

(Tvv€KTroXfp.eii>. Died. 

o-ui/TptjSo). Pass = be beaten. Polyb., Pint., N.T. 
T. Teixqprj's = fortified. In this sense only in LXX. 

Tpo<f>o<j>opeii). N.T., Apocr. 

TvXoui = swell. In Hdt., Xen., Theocr. = grow hard. 
11. vTToa-Taa-Ls = Heb. word for "burden." Almost = 
etymol. sense of Latin " sustentatio." 

vTrocTTeAAo) = shrink from. Hippoc, Dinarch., N.T. 
^. <j)d.y((rde. Form. 

^A.iat = doorposts. Hom., Bion, Polyb., Theocr. 

(^oveuTijs. Byzantine writers, 
i/f. ;/fw/it^(o = f eed. Aristoph., Hippoc, N.T. 

A rough analysis of this short index of the more 
uncommon words in the first ten chapters of Deuteronomy- 
gives the following results. Of 110 words and forms 
examined — 

50 occur in the New Testament. 



17 , 


„ Polybius. 


16 , 


„ the Tragedians 


15 , 


„ Plutarch. 


12 , 


„ Comic writers. 


10 , 


,, Hippocrates. 


10 , 


„ Herodotus. 


10 , 


„ Xenophon. 



While 16 are peculiar to the Septuagint. 
We have given this short analysis because it can ■ be 
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so easily illustrated from the index above ; but a wider 
view of the facts will be gained if the results of an 
examination of the whole Book of Deuteronomy, com- 
prising thirty-four chapters, be presented. It will be 
found that the inferences which can be deduced from the 
investigation of the restricted area are precisely corrobor- 
ated, by the more extended inquiry. Both bring to hght 
definite elements, which form the determining factors in 
the vocabulary of the LXX. 



DErTEEONOMY ChAPS. I.-XXXIV 



37 per 

16 

14 

13 

13 

12 

12 

10 

7 

5 

5 
11 



cent. 



0/313 Words examtTied — 

116 occur in the New Testament. 



51 


, „ Plutarch. 


43 


, „ the Tragedians. 


42 


, „ Xenophon. 


41 


, „ Polybius. 


39 


, „ Comic writers. 


38 


, „ Herodotus. 


33 


, ,, Hippocrates. 


c. 20 


, „ Diodorus. 


c. 17 


, „ Plato. 


c. 17 


, „ Philo. 



36 are peculiar to the Septuagiat. 



These tables are suggestive in various directions. 

(1.) In the first place, an important and interesting 
element in the vocabulary of the LXX. is that which 
consists of words belonging to the old Greek literature 
as represented by the Tragedians and poets like Homer 
and Pindar. These have fallen into abeyance in the 
most flourishing period of Attic prose, and now emerge 
again into the light. The history of this process is hard to 
3 
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trace. It seems by no means unlikely that many of the 
words, though confined to a particular type of literature 
within the compass of our knowledge, really formed part 
of the regular vocabulary in particular regions, and may 
have been in constant use on the Hps of the people. Of 
course, it is possible that, merely through the general 
mixture of dialects which took place, and the loss of 
that refined sensibility which distinguished instinctively 
between what was adapted for poetry and for prose 
respectively, the words passed somewhat rapidly into the 
ordinary store of words. But the former seems the more 
probable hypothesis, and it is easy to see that the facts 
which it supposes do not exclude, but are rendered more 
plausible by the grounds alleged for the alternative sup- 
position. 

Many instances occur in the lists : e.g. — 

do-oXeuros. A poetical adjective in Euripides. 

yv6<j)0i. Not in good prose. 

6veXXa. A thoroughly poetical word. 

Kav)(r]ixa. Apparently almost peculiar to Pindar. 

Ko-rro^. Never in early prose. 

TTTeptuTos. Good instance of thoroughly poetical adjective. 

As it happens, Homeric words are scantily represented 
in the tables ; but in many parts of the LXX. which we 
have examined, as, for instance, 1 Samuel, they are 
extraordinarily frequent. 

(2.) Another striking characteristic of the stock of 
words exhibited by the LXX. is the well-marked Ionic 
strain represented by terms which appear chiefly in 
Hippocrates and Herodotus. It is difficult to give an 
entirely satisfying reason for this phenomenon. We have 



THE SEPTUAGINT 35 

no definite information as to the relation between Asiatic 
Greek and that of Alexandria. Necessarily, this would 
be intimate. There may in all probability have been an 
old literary tradition which became a kind of standard 
for the Greeks of the coast of Asia Minor, based on the 
earlier Ionic literature. The Ionic literary language 
would originally be the popular speech purified, so to 
speak, and stereotyped. So that all along, a close con- 
nection would exist, as at Athens, between the spoken 
and the written languages. But after literary production 
had ceased, its particular type of speech would remain 
a powerful influence in moulding the ordinary language. 
In some such fashion as this, we may believe, the words 
under consideration became part of the spoken vocabulary 
of the maritime Greeks of Asia Minor, and in due course, 
through commercial communication and the other cus- 
tomary modes of intercourse, found their way into the 
word-store of the Jews of Alexandria. 

The following examples are from the lists : — 

d^d7rT(i) = fasten on. In Herod, and Hippoc. with the 
interesting addition of Theocritus, an Alexandrian 
writer. 

fiovKoXia. Hdt. (again in company with Theocritus). 

KaTaA.e'a) = grind down. Hdt. Hippocr. (also in Homer). 

Xi/ji.ayxoviui. Hippocr. (Frag, of Antisthenes). 

TvX.6u). Hdt. (also in Theocritus and Xen.). 

vTrocrTik\<o = shrink from. Hippocr. (also in Dinarchus, 
a Corinthian). 

Many other instances could be given from the larger 
group of words. 

(3.) As might be expected from what has been said 
in a former part of this dissertation, many affinities with 
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the language of Xenophon are to be found. This is the 
natural result of the growth of the tendency to laxness 
in observiag the strict boundaries of correct prose, com- 
bined with ever-increasing foreign influences. 
Examples from our Hst are — 

ao-i7irTos = not liable to lot. Xen. (also in Hippocr.). 

;8'7ju,a = the tread of the foot. 

KaracTKOTrevoi ( = /caracrKoWa)). First in Xen. 

KTrjvoi. Good instance of a thoroughly poetical word, 

brought into prose by Xen. 
vdiri). Another term of the same class, etc. etc. 

(4.) This last class can scarcely be separated from a 
very large hst of words which the LXX. has in common 
with the writers of the " Common " dialect, in short, with 
the literary language which arose in the period which 
gave it birth. This class, of course, is far wider in range 
than any of those already glanced at, as it really 
embraces all the outstanding peculiarities of the later 
Uterary language. And, without doubt, the LXX. comes 
far nearer the literature of the " Common Dialect " in 
actual vocabulary than in style, or syntax, or general 
tone. The fact is interesting as showing that it was 
easier for the literary men to model the structure of 
their sentences after the great masters of literature than 
to preserve their vocabulary, even by artificial means. 
Still, writers like Polybius and Plutarch show a far more 
intimate relation to Plato and Aristotle, even in voca- 
bulary, than they do towards the LXX. 

It is impossible, within our limits, even to indicate the 
numerous points of contact between the vocabulary of 
the LXX. and that of the writers of the koivij. A few 
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hints must suffice. M4ny of the points of contact 
referred to come under the head of the classes akeady 
examined. Polybiu;?, Diodorus, Strabo, Philo, and 
Plutarch all exhibit the characteristics looked at under 
(1), (2), and (3) of this section. 

But there are additional features. Perhaps the most 
important of these is one common to the immature and 
the decaying stages of a language. This is the habit of 
forming compounds. As Eutherford well points out (iVew 
Fhryn. p. 6) : " Before a language is matured, and that 
feeling of language developed which sees in a common 
word the most suitable expression for a common action 
or fact, there is a tendency to make work-a-day words 
more expressive by compounding with a preposition." In 
illustration, he quotes from Sophocles a long list of com- 
pounds, especially with the preposition e«, ef, as i^ave- 
veadai, i^eXevdepoa-ro/ielv, i^arifia^etv, and many others, 
which differ in no way from the uncompounded verbs, 
except ia having a touch of vividness or picturesqueness 
added. 

The same tendency displays itself in the later language 
in a greatly intensified degree and harsher forms. But 
now it is because language has lost its concentrated 
force. Words adequate enough to express the intended 
meaning have become weakened to the popular imagina- 
tion. They are felt to be too vague just because 
simplicity is so. The artificiality of language becomes 
the reflection of artificiahty of thought. It is imagined 
that by heaping on prepositions or other elements to 
a word it gains in content. The examples are partly 
from the list and partly taken at random — 
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SiMviaTafiat = stand up. Polyb. (no meaning added). 
Siaa-KopTTi^ui = (practically) a-Kopm^ta. Polyb. 
ifi'TrepnraTeio = walk, or, walk about. Philo. 
ludpxoiJ.ai = ahwp[e apx"/*"'- Polyb., Plut. 
KaTa8vva<Trevio = Bvva<TTeviji. Plut., Diod. 
KaTaa-TpaTOTTiBevu) = (TTpaTOTrt&evoi. Polyb. 
KaTafl>VTtv(j) = (l>VTeu(o, Plut. 

TrapaTTopevoiJiai. Usu. = simple " go." Polyb. etc. etc. 
TTpocreKKOLu). Dion. Cass. 
(ruv£K7roXe/x,e(o. Diod. 

There is also an inclination to form new compounds, 
such as — 

axpoTo/ios. Polyb., Philo. 
iyKa,Or]p,ai. Polyb. 
efjLTrL(TTe.vtii. Plut., Polyb. 
vevpoKOTTiia. Polyb., Strabo. 
iroXuTrXacrta^u). Plut. 

Trpovoixcvo). Plut., Polyb., Dion. Hal. 
tru/A/8o\oK07rea). Philo, etc. etc. 

We purposely omit, for the present, the consideration 
of the two chief remaining elements in our tables of 
results, viz. the batch of words which the vocabulary of 
the LXX. has in common with the New Testament, and 
also those peculiar to itself, as these must be treated later 
on with greater fulness and minuteness than belongs to 
our present rough analysis. 

(5.) The store of words on which the LXX; draws is 
enriched further by a very interesting class of terms 
which may be called " vernacular." A large number of 
expressions which have evidently long been current in 
the speech of the people, including almost certainly the 
Athenian populace, appear now in the written language. 
They belong to that "oral tradition" which Professor 
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Jebb describes "• as " preceding the ancient literature of 
Greece, coexisting with it and surviving it." It was 
inevitable that they should find a place in the LXX., 
which is so much a transcript of the spoken language. 

Examples 

Ppe)^(a = veiv, jipoxv = ■"«i"os. The verb occurs in this 
sense in Telecl. Com. (Mein. 2. 376). Phrynichus, 258, 
holds that the verb in this sense is entirely to be 
rejected. Lobeck considers that the word, originally 
poetical, became vulgarised after the palmy days of 
Greek literature, and so is found in Polybius, Arrian, 
the LXX., and N.T. So ^poxrj, found in Geoponica, 
ii. 39, and Eustathius, as well as the LXX. and N.T. 
Also a/3pox^a in Josephus and Philo. It seems more 
likely that, at an early date, these words passed into the 
colloquial vocabulary ; and it is suggestive, in this con- 
nection, to find that Ppoxv is a modern Greek term for 
"rain." 

yXuxrfTOKOjxov. Phryn. says on yKuiTTOKop.iiov liri /xovov 
Tov tSiv avkrjTiKZv yXwTTutv ayyeiov. vtrrtpov Sc koX eis 
iripav xpijcriv KwretTKevd^ero, y8i;8A.tW rj ip-writov y] apyvpov 
rj oTovovv aXKov Kokomi 8' avro ol a/xaSeis •yAaxro-OKOjuov. 

The word is found in the Comic poets, Timocles (Mein. 3. 
590) and Apollodorus Garystius (Mein. 4. 444), in the 
simple sense of a box or case. This was evidently its 
popular meaning, which is found also in Plut., Joseph., 
and N.T. 

yoyyv^ta, yoyyucr/ios. Phryn. brands these words as 
Ionian, and is only acquainted in literature with 
Trepiyoyyv^m, used by Phocylides. The correct expres- 
sions, he asserts, are TovOopv^eiv and rov6opv(Tfx.6<;. 
Nunnesius, quoted by Lobeck, says: "Pollux to yoyyufeiv 
tribuit columbis quibus auctor Philomelae et turdis 
1 Handbook to Modern Greek, by Vincent and Dickson, Appendix, 
p. 289. 
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gemere assignat." But the noun occurs in Anaxan- 
drides' Com. (Mein. 3. 174). 

The words are frequent in the N.T. = murmur, murmur- 
ing. It seems, therefore, legitimate to assume that at 
an early date they belonged to the vernacular. 

K£tpta = cord or band. Aristoph. Av. 816, where the 
Schol. says : KupCa- tiSos t,wvr]<; ck a-)(oivi<iiv, TrapeoiKOi 
lfJi,dvTi. ■§ Sea-fhova-i, Tots /cXiVas. Sept., N.T., and Plut. 
Evidently a vernacular word, which has all along formed 
part of the popular language. 

«otT(ov = Attic Su)fi.dTLov. (Poll. 10. 43, also quotes irpo- 
KOLTcov.) Aristoph. Frag. (Mein. 2. 947). The word is 
censured by Menander (Mein. 4. 314), a fact proving 
that it was in common currency at that time. Athenaeus 
gives a Fragment from Matron, the writer of parodies 
(c. 370 B.C.), in which the word occurs. Several times 
in LXX. and late writers, also IST.T. Insor. Delos 
(130 B.C.) : i-rrl tov KoiTiavos rrj? /3acn\ta-(Tri's (Ditten- 
berger, 244. 5). 

Xvxvia. Phryn. 289 : avrl tovtov Xvxviov Xiye. And in 
his Appendix, p. 50 : Xvxvlov oi d/iaOeh Xv-^yiav avTO 
KoXova-i. So Pollux, 10. 115 (quoted by Lobeck), says 
that Xvxytov is " vulgarly " called Xvxyia. It was clearly 
a word in regular circulation, and probably from an 
early date. Cf. Inscr. leronda (240 B.C.) : ttji/ re Xvxyiav 
Trjv iJi€yd\r]v (Ditt. 170. 13). 

o6oi'iov = linen cloth, in plur. = stripes of linen. Several 
times in Hippocr., Aristoph. Frag. (Mein. 2. 989). 
Several times in LXX. and N".T. 

dvuxi^'» = pare the nails, or metaph., examine minutely. 
Cratin. (Mein. 2. 214). Aristoph. Frag. (Mein. 2. 1217), 
on which Suidas ; wux'^eTai- dxpi/SoXoyetTat, ovtuii 
'Apia-To^dvTjs. Evidently a colloquial word which the 
translators of the O.T. used to express the cloven 
hoof. 

TratSto-K^. Phryn. 216 : TraiSto-K^- tovto im t^s OepaTraCvij'S 
ol vvv TiOeaaiv, oi 8' dp^^cuoi em ■nj'S vedviSoi. Prof. Jebb 
on Lys. Or. I. 11, 12, regards OepdTraiva and ira&o- K-q 
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in that passage as synonymous. So, too, Isaeus, viii. 35 : 
avopaTToSa , . , kol Svo Oipairaivas koI iratSwrKiyv, where 
there seems little distinction, though perhaps the latter, 
as Schomann (quoted by Jebb) suggests, has less menial 
work to do. More likely it is a term adopted from the 
vernacular -which had fixed to the word VatSio-KT; the 
meaning of " slave,'' just as Scotch servants almost 
invariably use the word "girl" technically of those who 
are in their own position. In the later Greek, this 
signification is exceedingly frequent. So in Inscrr., 
e.g. one of Delphi, 178 B.C. : "Ao-avSpos . . . avaTUd-qa-L 
Tu>i 'AttoWcovi tSi TlvdiSsi IXevdepav . . . Eujroptav tyjv 
avTOV TratSio-Kijv (Ditt. 451. 4). 

arprjvog = strength (usu. in a bad sense, of strength which 
is eager to gratify itself lawlessly). Except a single 
instance in Mcostratus Goni. b.c. 300 (Mein. 5. 84), the 
word is not found till Lycophron and the LXX. Pollux 
(quoted by Rutherford, p. 476) says that Callias, the 
Comic poet (c. 412 B.C.), used the compound crrpijvo- 
<^mvos = loud-voiced. Also, the verb a-rp-qviav is found 
in Antiph. Com. (c. 387), Sophilus (c. 350?), and 
Diphilus (320). These various instances appear 
to us to show, as conclusively as anything could, 
that the word must have existed in the colloquial 
vocabulary from the earliest times, and found its 
way into the LXX. just for this reason. Also in 
N.T. 

TpvfiXiov. Found, curiously, in Hippoc. as a special 
measure used in medical prescriptions. But this pre- 
supposes its earlier existence in something very Uke the 
sense of " cup," " dish," in which it appears in Aiis- 
toph. Achar. 278, Av. 11. So that we may well believe 
it belonged in this sense to the current popular speech 
in very early days, though its use in books did not be- 
come frequent till the later stages of the language, in 
the LXX., KT., Plut. etc. etc. 

^i/ido) = compress. Aristoph. iVM&. 592. Not found again 
till the LXX. and KT. The reason probably is that 
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it was a ■word of common life, not considered admissible 
into literary works. 
xdprrjs = ^aTpej:. This word used to be supposed by some 
scholars to be derived from Aramaic. Of course, the 
converse is the case, as it is found in Plato Com. Frag. 
10, and Cebes, Tab. 4. Thayer also quotes Kirchhoff, 
Inscrr. Attic. I. no. 324 (dated 407 B.C.). It was clearly 
a vernacular word, which disappears, so far as literature 
is concerned, till we find it again in the LXX. and N.T. 

These are specimens of a number of instances collected. 

(6.) Another link which binds the language of the 
LXX. to the early vernacular speech is the large number 
of diminutives which are to be found in its vocabulary. 
This is a distinct element in its composition, and the 
interesting point about it is that a great proportion of 
those diminutives are to be found in the Comic writers of 
an early date, the very authors who would be expected 
to shed light, in a special degree, on the colloquial 
language of their time. 

It need scarcely be said that many of the diminutives 
in the LXX. have lost their particular sense, and are 
used as exact equivalents of the words from which they 
have been formed. We give some instances — 

Apviov. Eubul. (M. 3. 212, 268), Philippid. (M. 4. 476). 
PaXdvTwv. Telecl. (M. 2. 371), Aristoph. (M. 2. 982, 1165). 
Kepd/xiov. Alexid. (M. 3. 409), Men. (M. 4. 133), Eubul. 

(M. 3. 26), Antiph. (M. 3. 141), Aristoph. (M. 2. 1186). 
Kopda-iov. Philippid. (M. 4. 497). 
ov^TLov. Nicostr. (M. 2. 844). 
iraiSdpiov. Eleven instances in Meineke. 
(ravBdXiov. Men. (M. 4. 317), Antiph. (M. 3. 153), Cratin. 

(M. 2. 91), Cephis. (M. 2. 884), Theoph. (M. 2. 809). 
a-TYjOvvLov. Eubul. (ap. Athen. 2. 65 c). 
a-TpovBiov. Anaxand. (M. 3. 164), Ephipp. (M. 3. 326). 
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<r)(oCvu>v. (Chiefly Comic.) Four exx. in Meineke. 
^opTiov. Eight instances in Meineke. 
■XoXkiov. Ten instances in Meineke. 

(7.) Marked characteristics of the vocabulary of the 
LXX. are its formation of new verbs, with a special 
tendency towards forms in -ow, -euw, -afo) -l^as, and its 
modifications in the use of existing ones to suit its own 
purpose. 

Examples 

(a) avaOiiULTitfn, iKTOKitfa, IvoyritpiJAXi, craPfiantfo, opOpitfa, 

cnrepixan^to, iKp/VKrripi^ui. 
ivKaivi^ia, ivTa<f>ia^o}. 
aTToSeKaTevci), i^oXeOpevo), exiya/ijSptuu), fxaKporjixepevo], 

irpaiTOTOKevm. 
aTroTre/jLTTTOtu, areKvdo), expi^oo), evSwa/ioo), Trapa^rjXooi, 
ivSo^d^u) K.T.X. 

(b) Transitive verbs ^ receive an intransitive sense : e.g. 

KaTaTravci), KaTicr)(y<i), Kopei'vu/it. 
Intransitive verbs receive a transitive sense : e.g. avrap- 
Kito, i$aCp(i}, KaTacrirevSo). 
Trepi/Sioo) = keep alive, ^(ooyoveoj ~ mvijwo. 

(8.) One of the specially noteworthy features of the 
language of the LXX. has still to be pointed out, and 
that is the large admixture of foreign words which can 
be traced in its vocabulary. 

1. The chief element under this head is, of course, the 
Hebrew. But as it has to be examined minutely in 
immediate connection with the New Testament, it is 
needless to anticipate here. For the sake of complete- 
ness, however, we may summarise briefly. 

1 These instances are taken from H. G. Thiersch, De Pentateuchi 
Versione Alexandrina, p. 99. 
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A. Actual Hebrew words occur in the LXX. in various 
guises — 

(a) Hebrew words in Greek letters: e.g. Trda-xa, aa^awO, 

(b) "Words which have become Greek through the addition 

of regular Greek endings : e.g. ye'evva, ^oitos, Kopos. 

(c) Words which have undergone certaia modifications : 

e.g. a-d/S^aTov, a-UXos, crLKcpa, vcra'diiro'S. 

B. Words formed on the model of existing Hebrew 
words or expressions — 

(a) Nouns : as, itjiijuepCa, 6\oKavT(i>[j.a, TravTOKpariop, rrapaTrt- 
Kpafr)x,6^, pavTicTjUos, trKXi/jpoKapSia k.t.X. 

(6) Adjectives : as, avOpoiirdpea-KO^, dTrepLTp.-qTO's, irpuToroKOS, 
<7KXrjpoTpa)(7i\o'S, TaTreivo(f>p(av k.t.X. 

(c) Verbs : as, dvaOe/Juri^w, aTToSeKarevo), ^e^rjXoo), irX-qpo- 
<f>op€(a K.T.X. 

0. Greek words modified by the influence of Hebrew 
conceptions — 

(a) Ordinary terms : e.g. eflros, etSwXor, kKKXrja-ia, ypap.- 
juarevs, (TTpaTM k.t.X. 
£^o/to\oy£(i), TraiSevio, TraTdcrata k.t.X. 
(&) Theological and religious terms : e.g. ayyeXos, 8taj8o\os, 
elpyjvq, Kvpio^, iratStta, (T<OTrjpia. 
SiKai6(i>, iKXeyojjiai, iropvevd), <^a)Tt^o). 

All these classes will be examined and illustrated 
carefully further on in the Dissertation. 
2. Words from other languages — 

(a) Egyptian : kovSv, 6t)8ts, iv6o?, ySapis, iraTrupos, cnvSav 

K.T.X, 

(b) Cyrenaic: /Sovvos. This asserted by Hdt. 4. 199; 

Valckenaer on Hdt. 4. 351 (quoted by Lobeck, 
Phryn. 356) — "Vox Cyrenaicis usitata; a Dori- 
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ensibus in Sicilia vocem transsumsisse videtur 
Aeschylus. A Cyrenaicis accipere potuerunt Alex- 
andrini; recentiores Graeci quivis oolles et tumulos 
/Sovvovs dixerunt." And Carr (on Luke 3. 5) well 
remarks : " It (i.e. ^ovra's) is an interesting trace of 
the connection between the Jews and Cyrene, which, 
next to Alexandria, contained the largest Jewish 
population of any African city." 

(c) Macedonian (?) : 7rap€/A/3oX^, pv/tij. 

{d) Persian : yd^a = treasure ; xtSapis = tiara ; fjMvSvr] = a 
special part of Persian armour. 

(e) Gilician : o-to-oij. Hesych. says that this was a parti- 
cular kind of tonsure with the inhabitants of Phaselis, 
a Gilician town. 

This table of foreign words must be taken, in the case 
of some of the terms, with reservation, as the old author- 
ities may often have had the most slender of grounds for 
referring an uncouth word to a particular foreign tongue. 



CHAPTEE V 

Brief Survey of the main Facts in the History of 
THE Vocabulary of Greek Literature, from the 
Completion of the Septuagint (about 200-160 
b.c.) down to c. 100 a.d. 

EouGHLY speaking, an interval of about two hundred 
years separates the New Testament from the Septuagint. 
In most languages a period of that duration would 
mean great modifications and many new developments. 
It is different with the two centuries we are considering. 
Two types of speech have become stereotyped, and have 
both been used in literature. The one, indeed, is only a 
literary language ; for this purpose it has been formed, 
and its aim is to keep itself as free as possible from 
accommodation to the popular standard. The other is 
originally the common speech of the people ; but, after 
passing through the mould of Hebrew thought, it, too, 
has become, in a sense, Hterary, or at least it has become 
the vehicle of a large and uniquely important collection 
of books. That has given fixity to it, so that hence- 
forward it may be used as a standard or norm. 

Strangely enough, this " Hellenistic " type of Greek 
cannot be said -to be found again until, for the second 
time, a group of writers whose modes • of thinking are 
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predominantly Hebrew, give it currency in a more 
influential form than ever, through the collection of works 
which make up the New Testament. There are breaks, 
so to speak, in this long interval of silence. That cluster 
of writings which form a kind of appendix to the Old 
Testament and a prologue to the New, which, for want of 
a better designation, are termed " Apocrypha," must, we 
think, be regarded as belonging, in point of language, both 
to the Hellenic type of the " Common " dialect, and in a 
much less degree to the " Hellenistic " of the LXX. 

The greater part of them is, in all likelihood, the work 
of Jewish writers ; yet these are imbued with Greek 
influences, and especially with Greek conceptions, to an 
extent which places them in a quite distinct sphere from 
that in which the writers of the LXX. move. So that it 
is perhaps advisable to glance at their characteristics, as 
regards vocabulary, in the same line of development as 
the authors of the " Common " dialect. A brief survey of 
some of the distinguishing features of these authors, in 
the particular province of " vocabulary," should place us 
at a better point of view for estimating the language of 
the New Testament, and the influences which moulded it. 

As has been already noted, those writers after the days 
of Alexander who were conscious of a real literary 
impulse, created for themselves a special type of literary 
speech. The " Common " dialect, therefore, is not a mere 
vague reflection of the mixed language prevailing all 
round the shores of the Mediterranean. It is differenti- 
ated from that by several distinct characteristics. For 
one thing, the writers who employ it are cultivated men. 
They have received a polite education. They write not 
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only for the purpose of giving information to the public 
regarding certain important or interesting subjects, but 
also with the sense of the worth of literature as itself 
educative. Certainly they aim, above all things, at clear- 
ness of statement and plainness of speech, but they never 
exhibit that entire artlessness of language which marks 
the Hellenistic writers. The latter are, one may say, 
unconscious of their vocabulary. Lucidity is their one 
aim. The writers of the KOivq have not lost entirely 
the sense for effect. So they choose their words, and 
even seem to lay down definite principles for themselves 
as to their mode of selection. They have studied, and 
know the great masterpieces of earlier times. The 
influence of these cannot be disregarded. They are 
aware that literary prose has reached a definite level in 
the past. Accordingly, the standard once attained will 
have, in any case, an imconscious effect on their work. 
But to counterbalance their culture and education, and 
even their innate feeling for literature (for it may be 
presumed that in this they surpass their contemporaries), 
stands a long array of unfavourable conditions. They 
cannot escape their environment. They are surrounded 
by mixed populations, whose dialects comprise words 
and phrases and forms borrowed from every variety of 
G-reek. The separate provinces in which they were born 
and brought up have each its peculiar type of language. 
Local colouring prevails all round. And common to all 
of them is the original corrupted Attic which forms the 
basis of the new cosmopoKtan Greek. Besides, vigorous 
national life, that life which kept the earlier Attic pure 
and forcible, and which afforded so keen a stimulus to 
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thought that only a refined and subtle tongue could 
express the conceptions of the great thinkers, — that life 
has given place to a spurious, relaxed existence which 
calls forth a corresponding artificial language. And so 
the striking fact comes to light that these writers, 
although they are acquainted with the wide and expres- 
sive and pure vocabulary of the Golden Age, are really 
unfit to use it. The great, fruitful ideas of the past, 
nourished by the pride and glory of Athens, have made 
room for meagre, thin conceptions which reflect them- 
selves in the language. Therefore we find that the 
writers of the Koivrj use only an excerpt from the Attic 
vocabulary. This they supplement by recent formations, 
sometimes due to the general tendencies underlying the 
speech of the time, sometimes the result of special local 
idiosyncrasies. 

After all, however, their dialect, which in its main 
features is common to them all, stands high above the 
speech of popular intercourse. It is therefore artificial, 
with a real effort after literary effect. We can only glance 
at representatives of the Koivq in respect of Vocabulary, 
paying special regard to those who may be expected to 
throw light of some kind on our subject. 

Polyhius. — Polybius, the earliest outstanding writer of 
this " dialect," is also a very typical one. His plain, 
matter-of-fact style appears at first sight to be very much 
on the level of the popular language. But closer scrutiny 
modifies our view. Certainly he does give us glimpses 
of the colloquial, speech, but his vocabulary is predomin- 
antly literary. 

It cannot be said that he shows many peculiarities. 
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iS'o doubt we do come across words like <7Vvrepfiovea>,' 
KaTairKayri'i, eK-iradrj'i, and others, which appareatly are 
only found in him ; and also particular uses, as a-wTa^i<; = 
narrative ; otpdaX/juda = be envious, etc. etc. ; also favourite 
words, like TrpayfJLariKO'i (of which Schweighauser gives 
at least forty instances in various senses) : but speaking 
generally, his vocabulary seems very representative of 
the KoivTj, and keeps on a uniform level. Perhaps the 
leading element in it is a striking kinship with Aristotle's 
stock of words. One cause of this, in all probability, is 
the philosophical cast of Polybius' own mind, which natur- 
ally leads him to use a terminology already laid to his 
hand, though he cannot fail to do so with a certain laxity 
and inaccuracy. So he constantly employs terms like 
ded>pr)fia, crwfjLaToeihrj^, irpo6ecn<s, kivtjtiko^, eiravopdao'i,';, 
aTToprj/ia, and the like, which have a more or less philo- 
sophical colouring. Seeing that his tendency is some- 
what prosaic, we should not expect, nor do we find, the 
poetic element of the koivij so strong in him. Still, 
thoroughly poetical words come up here and there, such 
as drpeKi]<;, <yecj)vp6co, ev9ap(yi]<;, TrpoTpoirahrjv, etc. etc., 
which prove that this is a fixed characteristic of the 
language of the period, and forms part of the general 
stock of words. 

Of later writers, Plutarch appears to be the one with 
whom he has most points of contact. Yet this is less 
important, because these points of contact occur, not in 
any peculiar phase or type of diction, but rather in the 
common basis of the dialect which they both use. They 
seem to agree especially in carrying on the particular 
tradition of Aristotle and his contemporaries. 
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But Polybius is an author who does throw light on 
the vocabularies both of Septuagint and New Testament. 
It is interesting, however, to find that this is, as a rule, 
where these agree. In other words, Polybius is, at such 
times, employing the colloquial language of his day. In 
^ rough examination made of a part of Book I. of his 
Histories, about 18 per cent, of his vocabulary was to be 
found in the LXX. and New Testapaent. Polybius con- 
stantly displays the want of flexible phraseology. And 
this calls forth a number of new formations which are, in 
general, common to him along with Diodorus, Strabo, 
Philo, Plutarch, and Pausanias. Indeed, it is these addi- 
tions to the Lexicon which give individual tone to the 
several authors of the Koivri. The products of this arti- 
ficial gift of invention are usually verbal forms, which 
strive, by means of accxmiulation of elements,, to restore 
to words the force they have lost. So in Polybius we 
meet with forms like irpoa-ejri^TjTem, TrpoaeinfieTpea)', 
-TrpoaeTTt^deyyo/iai, TrpoaKaTaTd(7CTco, hie^iKviofiai, eVtSia- 
aa^em, iiriBiareivm, etc. etc., in almost all of which one 
of the prepositions adds nothing whatever to the concep- 
tion. But as we touched on this point in connection 
with the LXX., it is needless to dwell on it again. On 
the whole, it may be pronounced the most outstanding 
characteristic of the later language. 

Apocrypha. — It may appear anomalous, at this stage 
and in this historical succession, to introduce some brief 
remarks on the vocabulary of the Apocrypha, but while 
these are Jewish works, they are not so in the sense of 
the LXX. and New Testament. Their trije place seems 
to be between the writings of Philo and a book like the 
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Epistle to the Hebrews. That is to say, they are dis- 
tiactly Alexandrian, but have, so far as vocabulary and 
style are concerned, assimilated Greek influence to such 
an extent that their language, with slight exceptions, 
is cultivated Greek, which can be placed on the level of 
the writers of the koivij. And, roughly speaking, they 
may be dated between Polybius and Philo. The various 
books cannot, indeed, be regarded as all occupying the 
same position. Between 3 Maccabees, for example, and 
2 Maccabees there is a vast difference, so far as concerns 
pure expression and mastery of the language of culture. 
On the other hand, there are many resemblances and 
even common peculiarities which lead us to class them 
together. All the books contain Hebraisms, but this 
with far greater restrictions than the LXX. or New 
Testament. Thus 2 Maccabees, while containing Hebrew 
usages as oSe\^ot = fellow-countrymen, and a few more, 
shows a great partiality for combinations like aiiro'} 
avTodi, dyeiv dy&va, Bver(j)opm<; (pepeiv, eiifikveiav . . . 
Bva-fieveLuv k.t.X., which manifest both a certain mastery 
of the language and a sense of literary effect superior to 
Hellenistic writers. This book also has frequent coin- 
cidences with Polybius. Instances are : ava^vyrj, retreat 
(of an army) ; ivaTrepetSea-dat, to bring down (anger or 
vengeance) violently on some one ; KaraTreipd^eiv, make 
an attempt on the enemy, etc. etc. 

Several of these works, notably the Wisdom of Solo- 
mon and 2 Maccabees, show their thoroughly Greek 
character in their varied power of expression, and the 
rich store of appropriate words they have at command, 
a fact which comes out especially in the numerous 
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parallelisms and antitheses which they deHght to employ. 
The " Wisdom " contains technical expressions of Platonic 
and Stoic philosophy, as : vXr/ dfiop<f)o<;, irvevfia voepov, 
irpovoia K.T.X Assonances and paronomasia are also 
common in it, as : TrpoaSoaia . . . irpoaSoKui, IBiai; 
lSioTr]To<;, evcoSeoa-e . . . Sta>Sev<rav . . . Perhaps what 
chiefly strikes one in their vocabiilaries is the immense 
number of peculiar words, often aira^ Xeyo/ieva, which 
are to be found there : e.g. — ■ 

SvcririTrj/jLo, Se^id^etrOai, evyevt^eiv, oirXoXoyeiv nva. 

■7ro\e[ix>Tpo<j>av, Trpotnnipovv, StacrTaA.cris. 

TTC^pevM/iei'os = in high spirits ; Stef ayeiv = behave ; iKkiav 

= depart. 
ird.v(TO(j>oi, Trayyeupyos, iTriKapiroXoyeia-Oai. 
linpptDXorya.(r6ai, [jLaXaKOifru)(eiv, idvoirXiJKTO'S, 
o/io^rjXla, 6po<l>OKOLTeLv, VTnpacnruTTpia., piii.Pa(rft.6^, 
KaKOix,6)(0o'i, vrjTTioKTOVO^, elSi)(6e(.a.^ 

We have given all these instances, partly to show the 
alarming proportion in which the Greek vocabulary was 
increasing even among cultivated writers, and all the 
time in a diffuse and inelegant direction, and partly to 
point out a tendency which was strongly at work in the 
LXX., and which appears inseparable from Jewish use 
of Greek, that of forming cumbrous and uncouth com- 
pounds on the model of Hebrew expressions, rather than 
conveying the thought more flexibly by broken - up 
phrases. 

Philo. — We omit Diodorus and Strabo as sufliciently 
represented by Polybius, and glance next at Philo, who, 
in respect of vocabulary, is one of the most interesting 

1 These lists are compiled from the large collections in the Intro- 
ductions to Grimm's Handbiicher zu den Apocryphen. 



5.4 SOURCES OF NEW TESTAMENT GEEEK 

of the writers of the " Common " dialect. He is all the 
more important for our subject as being a true Jew, a 
native of Alexandria, and a voluminous Greek writer. 
But his language is entirely different in general character' 
from the so-called dialect of Alexandria. No doubt he 
does employ some words which are considered peculiar, 
to that type of speech, such as dfjL(pcd^ea-9ai, KUfifiveiv, 
ifji,7ria-Tev6iv, and a few more; but these are exceptional, 
and in any case we could not expect him to be unaffected 
by the direct influences of his surroundings. 

Philo's tendencies of thought brought him into the 
closest connection with Greek philosophy, made him 
indeed an enthusiast for Plato, and so we need not be 
surprised to find that Plato became his master in the use 
of language as well as his ideal of a philosopher. This 
gave rise to the well-known saying : rj UXdrmv ^iXwvt^ei 
rj ^iXoiv irXarmvi^et. Siegfried has put together a list 
of over three hundred rare words which are to be found 
in both authors. These are by no means chiefly philo- 
sophical terms, but belong to every phase of the language. 
It is interesting to observe that Philo, though thoroughly 
proud of his Jewish origin, yet in language felt himself 
a Greek. Thus he says (i. 424, quoted by Siegfried) : 
e'ffTt Se ft>9 i^ev 'E^patoi Xeyovat ^avovrfk to? Se rjfiei^ 
aTToaTpo^rj 6eov. ■ 

While Plato is the author on whom he moulds his- 
vocabulary, Philo proves himself in the direct line of the 
" Common " tradition by Aristotelian expressions like 
diBio's, aKpodmpa^, tovikoi k.tX.; old Homeric words,, 
such as dfi€vr)v6<!, dveifKov, '^avhov K.rX., and poetical 
terms, of which avajvo^, dvaKVKdo), and drpvro'; are 
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examples. Still more, his vocabulary is in striMng 
accord with that of Plutarch. It is needless to give 
instances from a common stock which comes up to many- 
hundreds. Perhaps this may suggest that if we possessed 
remains as extensive of the other writers of the KOivrj as 
those which are extant of Philo and Plutarch, we should 
find that the basis of vocabulary common to all of them 
was far wider and fuller than we are ready to suppose. 
Philo exemplifies very fully the characteristic of many 
words and expressions peculiar to himself, which has 
been so often referred to already. These are in great 
measure due to the " compounding " tendency of the post- 
Alexandrine Greek writers : e.g. SvcracrcdKoyrjTO';, i^aSia- 
<j)opea), itreKT^ondm, Xoyotarpeia, irpoeKrvTroco, TV(p\o- 
7r\derT7]<;, yfrvx^oy6vifio<; K.r.X. 

The special glossary for Philo is large and suggestive 
for the later language. He has a wonderful command of 
varied expression, and displays a strong tendency towards 
the use of synonyms. Thus pairs of words constantly 
appear in his writings : e.g. aKpari^eiv, woTL^eiv ; ydwcrdai,) 
■yaipeiv ; ei'SotatrrtKo?, SiavoT]TiK6<s ; eiiBrjvia, everrjpia ; 
vTTovXa)^, SoXepw?. He is fond of antitheses, and this 
probably accounts for much of his word-coining. So he 
opposes the al<T')(^poira9rj^ to the ala-)(^povpy6'}, hir)p,epeveiv 
to StavvKTepeveiv, ISt&Tat to efjuireipoTroXe/Moi, dvetn<! to 
TovmaK. Finally, like his contemporaries who have a 
mastery of the language, he delights in playing on words, 
as between Kopr], girl; Koprj, pupil of the eyes, and 
KaTaKopri<s, satiated.^ 

1 The instances quoted are taken from the lists in Siegfried's 
Philo, pp. 32-136. 
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Josephus. — Following the succession chronologically, 
the next important name we meet is that of Josephus, 
who, like Philo, deserves special notice in connection 
with our investigation, as being, on the one hand, a Jew 
of Jerusalem, while, on the other, a man of thorough 
Greek cultivation. It will not be necessary, however, 
to say much on his vocabulary, as many of its character- 
istics have come up already in connection with other 
authors. His stock of words is very markedly that of the 
" Common " dialect. Perhaps, however, he is more per- 
sistent than any of the writers of the KOivrj in his use of 
words which go back a long way in the history of Greek 
literature. A considerable percentage of his vocabulary 
is to be found in Herodotus, the Tragedians, and Xeno- 
phon. But a prominent element in his language is its 
striking agreement with that of Thucydides, whom he 
evidently made a chief model. This is emphasised by 
the fact that he follows Thucydides in the use of rare 
words and rare significations of words. To give one or 
two instances (all from a few chapters of the Jewish 
Antiquities) — 

a^iaxTK, dvot/A<flTTft), KoKta^iov, ^wA.coo'ts, TrepiaXyita, TrpoXo- 

tSaejiOi in the phrase KadaipcTv eh to £8a(^os = raze to the 
ground = KaraffKaLTrTeLv ets e8a(f>oi in Josephus. eyxct/iat 
= urge, entreat. eTrt/cXau) = " hend " in sense of "turn 
to pity." aXi^TTTos = hard to catch, etc. etc. 

He appears to have less resemblance to Polybius in 
vocabulary than to any of the other authors of that 
whole period, while his affinity with Plutarch is most 
strongly marked. Only, in this connection very often 
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the agreement is found where Plutarch himseK uses 
words which belong to the older Ionic writers and the 
poetry of the language ; and it is also worth noting that 
there is a considerable vocabulary common to Aristotle, 
Plutarch, and Josephus. Plato, too, supplies him with 
some rare words. There are few traces of " Hellenistic " 
to be discovered in his writings 

What renders Philo and Josephus of special moment 
for our inquiry is the fact that both of them make 
habitual use of the Septuagint version, and prize it 
greatly. Yet, though they are so thoroughly acquainted 
with this stereotyped " Hellenistic," which had become a 
standard for Jewish Greek, the power of real Greek 
influence with them is so strong as entirely, one may 
say, to repress any effect which the language of their 
sacred books might have upon their own vocabulary. 

Plutarch. — This brings us to the last of the writers 
whom it is necessary to notice, — the Boeotian Plutarch, — 
whose name has occurred repeatedly in the course of 
our inquiry. Perhaps what specially characterises the 
vocabulary of Plutarch, viewed generally, is a sort of 
artificial picturesqueness, a more or less warm and vivid 
colouring, which does not, however, give the impression 
of spontaneity, but rather of a straining after artistic 
effect. His store of words is an enormous one, and it 
would be difficult to say with what authors he has 
most in common. Plato, at anyrate, would be one of 
these, and perhaps this may be to some extent accounted 
for by the fascination of that rich, artistic glow which 
his language exhibits. Plutarch, however, is a real and 
typical representative of the koiWi, and manifests all the 
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characteristics which distinguish the " dialect." Accord- 
ingly he shows many affinities with Polybius, Diodorus, 
Philo, and the later writers. We have collected a list 
of fifty rare words which are common to Plutarch, Philo, 
and the New Testament. But when we recollect that 
the Lexicon for Plutarch is exceedingly comprehensive 
owing to the varied nature of his writings, it is natural 
that he should display, in a specially marked degree, 
characteristics which really belong to the whole range of 
the literary language. 

To give some particulars^ — 

(1) There are the usual traces of Ionic influence seen in, 

e.ff,, the use of dTrewracr^at (mid.) = renounce, drpe- 
/Aetr, i^rjfiepovv, (TKopTri^ea-dai, (jivyaSiKU)?, etc. 

(2) An exceptionally large number of non-classical words, 

including innumerable compounds : e.g. avTe^eTo,- 
^ecrOai, Sta/tc^tcryS^Tijcrts, €yKaTacrTOi;)^£ioa), C7ri8t£^£t/xt 
( = recount), iKJiap^dpwcri,';, fiuroirovrjpia, TrpocreuT- 
TrpaTTto, irpocre^LK/jLoi^u), crvvhirnxipivo'i's, <^i\aKo\ao-TOS. 

(3) Many poetical terms : e.g. aOpavo-ro?, ftioreueiv, ^o<;bos, 

k\vSu>v, ttoXwovos, trcXas, etc. 
,(4) Numerous words in non-classical senses: aXvea>= 
loiter ; acnrovSo's = implacable ; iTneiKwi = usually ; 
Karaa-Tpitjiuv = turn upside down ; vapayoiyq = 
imposture ; o-Te<^avot)i/ = reward ; &(j>i\€ia = booty. 

Of course these last instances are not peculiar to 
Plutarch. Perhaps no writer of the koivij, except Philo, 
is fitted to shed so much light on the language of the 
New Testament, and this fact is connected with a certain 
higher tone of diction in the New Testament writings 

1 Many of the examples are taken from Hold en's most valuable 
editions of several of Plutarch's Lives. 
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which constantly elevates them above mere colloquialism, 
and so above the monotonous level of the Septuagint. 

After this brief survey of the facts in the history of 
the Greek literary vocabulary, from Polybius to Plutarch, 
it may be well, in a sentence, to summarise our results. 

It seems to us impossible to speak of a development, 
in the strict sense, being found, either in a downward or 
upward direction, in the language employed by the lead- 
ing writers from the time of the LXX. to that of the 
New Testament. What we do meet with is rather a 
more or less stable basis of words which supports, so to 
speak, a constantly shifting surface. In other words, 
the earlier literary tradition, modified by the mixture of 
dialects and the weakened sense for language, has fixed, 
though not within rigid limits, a type of language distinct 
from the current popular speech, which becomes the 
standard for literature. This vocabulary is diversified by 
individual writers through personal predilections, local 
peculiarities, and the particular bias given by their own 
cast of thought. 



CHAPTEE VI 

The Vocabulary of the New Testament 

Our historical sketch has now brought us to the 
vocabulary of the E'ew Testament writings. Here we 
have to do with a sphere which is comparatively 
restricted, and so assertions can be made of a far more 
sweeping and positive kind than was possible in the case 
of the LXX. All the facts presented by the New 
Testament books are already within the range of investi- 
gation. But numerous problems, for whose solution data 
scarcely exist, come up as d, priori questions in connection 
with the vocabulary of the New Testament. No doubt 
critics of all schools, or at least those free from violent 
prejudices, agree in fixing the limits of the New Testa- 
ment books between 50 and 110 a.d. This is so far 
helpful. But very little fresh light is being gained as to 
the conditions and circumstances of the actual writers of 
the books. Even in the case of an author whose works 
are so well authenticated as those of St. Paul, all we 
know is that he used an amanuensis whose name is once 
given. In all probability this person, and any others 
who performed the same office, adhered strictly to 
the dictation of the apostle, but we cannot tell what 
special colouring may not have been thus introduced. 
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St. Peter also appears to have employed a secretary ; 
and this must be connected with a variety of 
language, and a certain classical tone found in his 
writing. 

The problem becomes still more complicated when we 
examine the Synoptic G-ospels. Certainly it is becoming 
more and more one of the assured results of criticism 
that these have as their basis one common source, but it 
is hard to say whether this was Aramaic or Greek. 
Again, it is certain that "Matthew " and " Luke," as we have 
them, were compiled from other docimients in addition 
to the '' common sour6e," and that some of these docu- 
ments were known only to St. Luke. We cannot say in 
what language these additional sources were composed. 
Once more, the Gospels, or at least the first two, as we 
have them, may be redactions of the original documents, 
and so room may be left for one or more " hands " in 
the process, though it must be said that the arguments 
adduced on this point do not possess much force. These 
remarks show that we gain rather than lose by examin- 
ing the New Testament vocabulary as a whole, and not 
in individual writers. For in any case the books of the 
New Testament, taken together as a single body of 
literature, display one particular type of writing, per- 
haps more varied in individual instances than is ever 
the case with the literary basis of the Koivq writers, 
yet marked off from all other Greek books by 
tendencies and modifications which are specially their 
own. 

A careful calculation shows that the total number of 
words in the New Testament, excluding all proper names 
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and their derivatives, is 4829. This contains the follow- 
ing separate elements : — 

There are about 300 words from later Greek ^ in the N.T. 
„ „ 36 „ „ Hebrew „ „ 

„ „ 24 „ „ Latin „ „ 

„ 2 „ „ Foreign languages „ 

„ „ 580 Biblical words, i.e. words only found in 

the LXX. and KT. 

Altogether, therefore, there are about 950 pqst- Aris- 
totelian words, which, subtracted from the total number, 
4829, leaves (roughly speaking) about 3850 in the New 
Testament which are found previous to the death of 
Aristotle, or about 80 per cent, of the whole vocabulary. 
These last figures are significant as showing an almost 
unexpected purity in the language of the New Testa- 
ment viewed as a whole. It must, however, be noted that 
a large number of words, thoroughly current in good 
classical writers, receive, when employed in the New 
Testament, an entirely new sense. 

As we have seen, there are, roughly speaking, about 
950 post-Aristotelian words in the New Testament, i.e. 
about 20 per cent, of the whole vocabulary. 

About 314 of these occur in the LXX., i.e. 33 per cent. 
„ 104 „ „ Plutarch,^ i.e. 10 

„ 115 „ „ Polybius,^ «.e. 11 „ 

„ 98 „ ■ „ Philo,* i.e. about 10 „ 

Taking these general results, we are not justified in 

^ Post- Aristotelian secular Greek. 
^ I.e. not elsewhere before Plutarcli. 
' Not elsewhere before Polybius. 
* Not elsewhere before Plato. 
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pronouncmg the language of the New Testament to be a 
" vulgar " language. Yet one must not be misled by the 
statistics. The list of pre-AristoteKan words iucludes 
the prepositions, conjunctions, particles, and common 
adverbs, which are, of course, to be found in every Greek 
writer whose works are extant. The post-Aristotelian 
words, on the other hand, are almost exclusively nouns, 
verbs, and adjectives. Bnt this rough and cursory 
glance at the constituent elements of the New Testament 
vocabulary may suffice to show that one is dealing here 
with a language which can be termed, at least in the 
broad sense, cultivated, and which comes unquestionably 
nearer the literary dialect of the period than does the 
language of the LXX. 

Pei-haps at this point, before we look at the vocabulary 
of the New Testament in its various relations, it may be 
well, as in the case of the LXX., to note down the results 
of an analysis of one of the New Testament books. St. 
Paul's Second Epistle to the Corinthians has been taken 
entirely at random, but as a good average specimen of 
Hellenistic writing from the pen of one who is a thorough 
Jew in his conceptions and root-ideas, and at the same 
time has had an exceptional amount of intercourse with 
the Gentile world Ijnng around the Mediterranean. 

Ordinary words have been omitted. 

13 Chapters. 2 Corinthians. No. of Words examined =l&4:. 

Of these 81 occur in the Septuagint 
„ 51 „ „ Plutarch. 
„ 28 „ „ Polybius. 
„ 27 „ „ Diodorus. 
27 „ „ Tragedians. 
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Of these 26 occur in Plato. 



„ 25 


)j 


„ Josephus. 


„ 24 


jj 


„ Aristotle. 


„ 22 


)) 


„ Xenophon. 


„ 19 


„ 


„ Philo. 


„ 18 




„ Lucian. 


„ 15 


3J 


„ Dionys. Hal. 


,, 13 


3J 


„ Herodotus. 


» 12 


3) 


„ Hippocrates. 


„ 18 are peculiar to the N. 



To bring out the general character of the New Testa- 
ment vocabulary more clearly, the comparative table 
below is useful. A comparison of the vocabulary of 
Deuteronomy with that of 2 Coriathians gives something 
like the following proportion : — 



Author. 


Date. 


New Testament. 


Septuagint. 


Hippocrates 

Herodotus 

Tragedians 

Plato . . 

Aristotle 

Xenophon 

Polybius 

Diodorus 

Philo . 

Josephua 

Plutarch 


. 


B.C. 430 

„ 408 

„ 470-406 

„ 347 

„ 322 

„ 401 

„ 122 

„ 40 
A.D. 39 

„ 75 
„ 120 


Per cent. 

8 

8 
17 
17 
14 
13 
17 
17 
11 
16 
31 


Per cent. 

10 

12 

14 

5 

13 
13 

7 
6 

16 


Septuagint . . 
New Testament 


B.c.(?) 280-130 
A.D. 50-100 


37 

11 % peculiar to 
Itself 


12 % peculiar 

to itself 

50 



It need hardly be said that these results are only 
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provisional. For the well-known authors they are prob- 
ably fairly correct. But in the case of Philo, Diodorus, 
and Josephus, whose language has not been so thoroughly 
investigated, they must be regarded as approximately 
true. For our purpose, however, which is quite general 
in the present instance, they are valid. 

(1.) One important general result is immediately obvi- 
ous, which has been already hinted at. The New Testa- 
ment vocabulary, as compared with the LXX., shows a far 
more distinct classical strain. This is exemplified in the 
table by the fact that in 2 Corinthians, 17 per cent, of 
the vocabulary is found in Plato, while 5 per cent, repre- 
sents that author's share in the language of Deuteronomy. 
We are certain that less Hellenistic books of the New 
Testament, such as 1 Peter, Hebrews, and James, 
would show an even greater preponderance. This pure 
element is constantly showing itself. In parts of Hebrews 
and Acts one can sometimes forget for a moment that 
the Greek is Hellenistic. But the classical element iu 
the New Testament vocabulary is usually made iudistinct 
by the thoroughly Hellenistic character of the grammar 
and syntax. This is further helped by the Jewish cast 
of thought which underlies the actual words. Accord- 
ingly, in a book like the Epistle of St. James, where 
the Greek is forcible, and often beautiful, there always 
remains a certain Hellenistic monotony, a lack of flexi- 
bility, which mars the general impression. 

In this connection there are many anomalies displayed 
by the various writers, difficult of explanation. Thus St. 
Matthew's Gospel, which has probably the most Hellen- 
istic and Hebraistic tone of any New Testament book, 
S 
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and the least pretence to style, has fewer actual Hebraisms 
than the Gospel of St. Luke, and a far more even and 
natural flow than St. Mark's work, which is often rugged 
and inelegant. On the other hand, St. Luke, while capable 
of perhaps the most truly classical cast of language, goes 
beyond all the other New Testament writers in the use 
of vernacular expressions. No doubt these points have, 
underneath them, explanatory facts which have never 
come to light. But the minutiae of individual variations 
only serve to give greater weight to phenomena of general 
agreement. Mistakes are often made by affixing the 
stamp of universal validity to what are only the predi- 
lections of individuals. Speaking generally, one may 
say that the desire after clearness and lucidity, which 
excludes all other aims, combined with the circumstances 
of the writers, their Jewish modes of thought, and the 
decay of the classical speech, made it impossible for 
classical Greek to be a predominating factor in the 
language of the New Testament. Yet it can be said 
with accuracy that its claims are far more powerfully 
vindicated in the sphere of vocabulary than in any other. 
Dry statistics render this unassailable. It is unnecessary, 
after what has been done in the case of the Septuagint, 
to attempt an analysis of the more ancient portion of the 
New Testament vocabulary. The elements which com- 
pose it are the same, though they are present in a greatly 
intensified degree, and specially so as reigards the more 
classical portion of them. 

(2.) One might reasonably expect that writers who, 
while thoroughly Hellenistic in their language, and 
thoroughly Jewish in their manner of thinking, could at 
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times show a certain literary vigour and cultivation of 
speech, — one might expect that these writers must uncon- 
sciously reveal many points of meeting with the more 
purely literary works of their own age and the ages 
preceding and following their own. It could not be 
otherwise. Unless the language used is a mere popular 
jargon, the uncouth dialect of the streets, presuming to 
be literary, it will, though quite unconscious of direct 
literary influences, employ words and expressions which 
belong in common to all who have received education. 
Accordingly, we find numerous relations between the 
authors of the " Common Dialect " and the New Testament 
writers. These relations are not .found so much to hold 
of special classes of words. They rather belong to the 
language as a whole, though perhaps they are most pro- 
miaently seen in connection with new compounds and 
words formed in various ways from elements which 
already exist in the ancient tongue. The New Testament 
vocabulary is about equally related to the vocabularies of 
Polybius, Diodorus, Philo, and Josephus. It must be 
said, however, that the resemblance to Philo is more 
important, as it is repeatedly found in the case of words 
which appear nowhere else in literature. There are fully 
twenty-five of these words, including terms so important as 
dirav'^aaiJLa, dp'^dyyeko's, Sv\(rvxo<!, Kar7ij(ea), /ierpioiraOeo}, 
'7raXiyyev6ala,TeTpdSi,ov, v'iro'ypafifio<s,^i\aSe\<pia, •yapuypM. 
Light will be thrown on the general character of 
the relation borne by the New Testament vocabulary to 
that of the Koivt) writers by our giving a short table of 
rarer words common to Philo, the New Testament, and 
Plutarch : — 
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(aypimvos),^ a.KaTa.<T)(€TO^, aKvp6o>, akievm, aXvcrts, aTreXei;- 

dtpo'S, (d<7T£tZ[o/tat). 
)8op)8opos. 

SiavvKTepevto, St.d(rTriiJi.a. 
c/AirepixaTeo), ivTpe<l>ofiMi, (ewafcoXou^ij/xa), lirav6pBui(Ti<i, Itti- 

opKita, icroTTTpov, (fVToviio). 
6avd<TifJi,os, (Ovpuipeo)). 
KaTOTrTpiZ,oiJi,ai, KaTopOw/xa, KevoSo^ia. 
fji,eyaXavx^<i>, fJi.eyaX.eiov, (fi.tp.xl/ifj.oipi<£i), p.iTacr)(7)iJ,aritfi>, p.ere<j>- 

pi^di, {fJi.eTpibiTa.6eia), (jji,v<inj/). 
(yetoKopLo), (yoiJioOiTrjiJ,a), vo<T<j>i<Tfi.o^. 
{olKovpia), olvo(j)Xvyia, (ofjuxftpoarvvrj'). 
TrapaKovto, (prapatftpoavvrj), Trapeurepj^ofiiai, (Trapeinorifjieui), 

Traprjyopia, -ireiOapy^eu), ■jrepiXd.p.iru), Trepnreipo), irXr]fji,fjLV pa, 

■TroXiTevfJia, TrpoeTOifX.oJju), irpoOeo'it.i.a, irpovTrap^u). 
(paStovpyos). 
craXevii), (jTKvOpiDTrd^o)), (rvyKaTajSaivoy, (TvyKpvirrin, a-vvein- 

fiafyrvpeto, <TvvOXt/3ca, 

(^lXo^pO(7VV7j). 

■)(pr]fLaTCt,u>. 
ij/evSoXoyia. 

Perhaps Plutarch stands nearest of all to the New 
Testament vocabulary, though this comes out especially 
in the case of certain books. In 2 Corinthians, as has 
been noted, 31 per cent, of the words occur in him as 
well. In the more narrative parts of the New Testa- 
ment the proportion would be certainly far smaller. A 
good many of the coincidences in words are due, no doubt, 
to the subject-matter of Plutarch's works, and to their 
semi-philosophical colouring, which finds a parallel in 
the theological portions of the New Testament. But it 

^ The placing of a word within brackets means either that a 
derivative of it or the word from which it is derived occurs in the 
New Testament. 
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often happens that, besides the resemblances in vocabu- 
lary, Plutarch's use of words already found in classical 
authors sheds striking light on their significations in the 
New Testament. 

(3.) The remarks made up to this point have only 
dealt with one side of the New Testament language, 
what may be termed the " literary " side. The point we 
have wished to emphasise is, that the vocabulary of this 
collection of books cannot, with accuracy, be denominated 
" vulgar," seeing it possesses so many elements in 
common with the rest of Greek literature, four-fifths of 
it being pre-Aristotehan, and a considerable part of the 
remaining fifth belonging to the literary dialect of the 
time. These characteristics give it a distinct tone, which 
marks it as the property of educated men. They elevate 
it above the usual average of the Septuagint. 

On the other hand, there remains a most important 
element of the New Testament vocabulary to be taken 
into account, that, in short, which, in addition to its 
Hebraistic colouring, marks it off as distinct both from 
the classical language of the great masters and the 
" Common " dialect of its literary contemporaries. We 
mean its " Colloquialism." This also is an element 
which might be looked for in the language of the New 
Testament. Its writers, almost without exception, were 
Jews. Most scholars agree that the vernacular of 
Palestine, strictly so called, was Aramaic. Greek was 
current in the country, in some parts more extensively 
than in others. It would, naturally be the language of 
trade. The very fact that Greek would, iu the first 
place, be acquired by the New Testament writers, entirely 
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severed from Greek education and the influences of Greek 
culture, must inevitably give to it, on their hps, a par- 
ticular stamp, and this could only be the colloquial tone 
which was famihar to them. After they had known the 
language for some time, and had settled in some particular 
district, for example, their vocabulary would or might 
assume a well-marked colouring, but the original colloquial 
basis would always remain. An additional reason for 
this was that they intended their writings to be, in the 
strictest sense, popular. That was their one aim. They 
did not appeal to a cultivated circle or to a literary 
audience. Their pubUc consisted of freedmen, half- 
educated Asiatics, slaves, poor women, and the like. 
Thus the essential thing for them was to be intelligible. 
No writing could be too simple for the readers whom 
they addressed. But further, the great bulk of the 
persons for whom they wrote were either Jews of the 
Diaspora, or the mixed populations dwelling in the great 
centres of the new kingdoms which arose at the death of 
Alexander. This of itself determined their dialect. 
But the same public with whom they had to reckon, or, 
at least, one exactly similar, had, long before, come into 
possession of a body of Uterature written by Jews like 
themselves, and written in the Greek language. The 
translation of the Old Testament into Greek was an 
existing fact which proved the possibihty of writiag for 
the common people in a speech which they could easily 
understand. The language used then had been thoroughly 
vernacular. But Jews had now a more complete mastery 
of the Greek tongue. A kind of general culture had 
diffused itself everywhere, and even men of a foreign 
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nation could not be insensible to it. Besides, the New 
Testament was not mere hack-work, so to speak. It was 
the free production of active minds thoroughly absorbed 
in their subject. This gave them a sort of natural 
eloquence, which had its effect on their language as well 
as on their style and tone. Still, their diction was 
thoroughly popular in character, essentially a spoken 
language, and not that of books, but yet the language 
spoken by men of education. This last fact makes 
it impossible to draw a hard and fast line round the 
New Testament vocabulary. Nowhere does an immov- 
able barrier stand between it and the " Common " 
dialect. 

The distinguishing feature, then, about the New Testa- 
ment language is that it has for its regulating factor that 
type of colloquial Greek which originally prevailed in 
Egypt, which received a fixed form, or at least a standard, 
in the translation of the Old Testament, and which 
henceforward served as a linguistic basis for all Greek- 
speaking Jews. Some of the vernacular features which 
appear in the New Testament vocabulary have been 
treated in connection with the LXX., notably the constant 
employment of diminutives, well exempKfied by St, Mark, 
who uses dvydrpiov, Ix^vBiov, Kopdaiov (several times), 
Kwdpiov, iraiSiov (several times), mTapiov. The instances 
of vernacular words, already given from the LXX., occur 
also in the New Testament. 

But there is a further line of inquiry of great import- 
ance, which shows not only that the New Testament 
language contains a very large colloquial element, but 
that much of this element is no recent growth ; that it 
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has descended from an early period in the current 
popular speech of daily intercourse. We devote a good 
deal of space to it, as it has often been overlooked. 

The Comic poets supply a valuable group of instances 
of words which are, at least, exceedingly rare outside 
their pages, and often found nowhere else, but which 
appear in the New Testament. We have collected fairly 
complete lists of these, which we give in full — 

Eaee Woeds, apparently of a mainly colloquial char- 

ACTER, common to THE CoMIC PoETS (EXCLUDING ArISTO- 
PHANES) AND THE NeW TESTAMENT 

u. dyyaptvo). Menand. (^M. G. F. L 201). 

ala-OrjT'qpiov. Diph. (M. 4. 383), Machon (M. 4. 

497). 
dXievo). Plato Com. Europ. 2. 
aixipi/jLvoi. Plat. (2. 697), Philem. (4. 41), Menan. 

(4. 239). 
avdirripos. Herm. (2. 393), Myrt. (2. 419). 
a-TrapTi = diro tov vvv. Plat. Com. Soph. 1 0. 
apyvpoKOTTOi. Phryn. (2. 582). 
apviov. Eubul. (3. 212, 268), Philippid. (4. 476). 
appdpwv. Menan. (4. 268, 283), Antiph. (3. 66). 
d^pt^o). Antiph. (3. 95), Alexid. (3. 435). 
axypov. Six instances in Meineke. 
p. PaXaynov. Telecl. (2. 371). 

/BaTTTi^oi. Aristophont. (3. 363), Eubul. (3. 238). 

jSaa-avicriJiAs. Alexid. (3. 515). 

/36evvo^. Cratin. (2. 137). 

fiovvos. Philem. ap. Phryn. 133. 

Ppa^elov. Menan. (4. 653). 

Ppexu^ = veiv. Telecl. (2. 376), etc. etc. 

PpwTiixoi. Diph. (4. 380), Anon. (4. 613). 

^ The passages in Meineke's Fragmenta Oomicorum Grcecorum are 
quoted. 
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y. yXojo-o-dKo/xoi/. Timocl. (3. 590), Apoll. Carys. (4. 444). 

yoyyv<riJ,6^. Anax. (3. 174). 

ywaiKapiov. Diocl. (2. 840). 
8. Sai/wvi^o/xaL. Philem. (4. 62). 

Sioirpio/iat. Eubul. (3. 255). 

8i;cr</))7/tos (-/xta). Men. (4. 272). 
€. eyKo/*/3do/iat. Epicharm. 3; Apoll. Carys. (4. 440). 

IK/Sacris. Men. (4. 268). 

iK/jLoia-a-o). Cratin. (2. 165). 

iKTevw. Machon, ap. Athen. 13. 579 E. 

eVrpui^aw. Men. (4. 231). 

i^avaAXXm. Telecl. (2. 373). 

e7raKpoaoju.a(. Plat. (2. 618). 

eVci/SuTijs. Nicoch. (2. 843). 

im^Kr/ixa. Mcostr. Klin. 1. 

i7rLKaXviJi,fjM. Men. (4. 94). 

iirikria-iwvri. Cratin. (2. 223), Alexid. (3. 525). 

iTna-To.rri's = 8t8ao-Ka\os (as so often in St. Luke). Antiph. 

ap. Antiatticista, 96. 12. 
ipiipiov. Athenion (4. 558). 
eo-xaTus (ex"*')' Menand. ap. Photius. 
cvapctrre'o). Lysipp. (2. 746). 
£UToVo)s. Men. (4. 267). 

evrpaTreXia. Posidipp. (4. 524). 
eixa-P'CTta. Men. (4. 267). 
e^aTra^. Eupolis (2. 498). 
7). ■Yjfji.iiapl.ov. Men. (4. 314). 
ft e€puTp.6^. Eup. (2. 504). 

Opia/ifievoi, dpidfji^o^. Cratin. (2. 36). 
evyarpiov. Xenarch. (3. 624), Men. (4. 198), Stratt. 
(2. 788), etc. etc. 
I. i)(6vhLov. Eight different writers in Meineke. 
K. Ka/ifjLveiv. Alexid. (3. 525). 
KepafUKoi. Sannyr. (2. 874). 

Kepafjiiov. Alexid. (3. 409), Eubul. (3. 265), etc. etc. 
Kiprovpoi. Archip. (2. 727), etc. etc. 
KoA,A.u;8ioT^s. Menand. ap. Phryn. 404. 
KoAv/t/3aa). (Plato.) Pherec. (2. 300), Alexid. (3. 516). 
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Ko\vix^ri6pa. (Plato.) Alexia. (3. 516). 

KoircTos. Eup. (2. 492). 

Koirpta. Stratt. (2. 779). 

KopdcTLov. Philippid. (4. 477). 

Ko'^ivos. Plat. (2. 629), Stratt. (2. 768), etc. etc. 

KpajSySaTOS. Crito (4. 537). 

KpaiiraXri. Mcoch. (2. 846), Antiph. (3. 101), etc. 

KvXCb). Anon. (4. 618). 

Kvp,ivov. Antiph. (3. 78), Alexid. (3. 437), Sotad. (3. 585). 

Kvpia. Philem.. (4. 65). 
X. Xd)^avov. Nineteen instances in Meineke. 

A.i?vo's (?). Plierec. (2. 260), Men. (4. 104). 

Xi6d^o). Anaxand. (3. 169). 

\(Tpa. Posidipp. (4. 516), Diph. (4. 409). 
p.. p^KpoOvfjiia. Men. (4. 238). 

pdp.p.ri. Pher. (2. 282). 

pxLCTTL^io (culinary sense). Eup. (2. 452), etc. 

p.fyuTTavi's. Menand. ap. Phryn. 175. 

p.idv(ro?. Menand. (4. 88). 

p,y]X(aT-^. Philem. (4. 9). 

p,ov6<t>6aX.po9. Cratin. (2. 100). . 

p.vKTrjpL^ti>, pvKTripurp,6i. Menand. (4. 314). 

ixvpi^oi. Alcae. (2. 831), Antiph. (3. 81), etc. 

p-va-T-ripiov = secret. Menander. 
V. vridw. Perh. Cratin. (2. 75), v.l. fiOiiv. 

voj^pos. Amips. (2. 707), Anaxip. (4. 460). 
u. oivotjiXvyLa. Antiph. (3. 8). 

ovdpiov. Diph. (4. 417). 

oirr]. Sannyr. (2. 874), Xenarch. (3. 617). 

omjTtov. Mcoch. (2. 844). 

opaa-is. Men. (4. 105). 

oa-TpaKivoi. Plat. (2. 654). 

otj/dpiov. Fourteen instances in Meineke. 

6ij/wviov. Men. ap. Phryn. 393. Thugen. (4. 593). 
IT. TradyyTOi. Men. Sentent. 457. 

iraiSdpiov. Eleven instances in Meineke. 

iravBox{-SoK-)eLov. Philippid. (4. 474). 

TrapefjL^oXrj. Theoph. (3. 630), Crito (4. 537). 
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irapoi/rts. Antiph. ap. Athen. 9. 367 D. 

ir£vij(/3os. (Horn., Theogn., Pind.), Philetaer. (3. 293), 

Diod. (3. 544). 
TTcpifojvKu/At. Theoph. (2. 807), Anaxand. (3. 183). 

■rrriyavov. Alexid. (3. 437). 

irXoiapiov. Men. (4. 88). 

TTj/tKTo's. Antiph. 'AypoiK. 1. 4 ; Stratt. (2. 774), 

Alexid. (3. 439). 
TrokviroiKiXoi. Eub. (3. 252). 
iroXvTijLios. Epicharm. ajp. Athen. 1.1; Men. (4. 101). 

Trpo^ariKoi. Eupol. (2. 427). 

irpoo-Kc^oAaiov = boat-cusliion. Cratin. (2. 170), Herm. 

(2. 404). 
p. pajSStV Plierec. (2. 273). 
pa7r«7jiia. Antiph. (3. 126). 
pact's. Epiohar. (Bekk. Anecd. 113), Aichip. ap. Poll. 

10. 136. 
piTri^Q). Antiph. (3. 117), Anon. 4. 615. 
pvfirj. Antiph. (3. 26), PhiHppid. (4. 471). 
pira-apds. Telecl. (2. 364), Pherec. (2. 290), Eupol. 

(2. 557), etc. 
pviroia. Anaxand. (3. 177), Aristophont. (3. 362), etc. 
a. aavSdXiov. Cratin. (2. 91), Cephis. (2. 884), Theoph. 

(2. 809), etc. 
crairpos = filthy, attrxpos. Pherec. ap. Tlieon., prob. 

Philem. Incert. 47. 
a-apydvri. Timocl. (3. 600). 
a-apSowl PhUem. (4. 66), Men. (4. 307). 
a-e/j-iSakK. Herm. (2. 408), Stratt. (2. 764), etc. 
a-Lvam. Archip. ap. Ath. 9. 68 ; Anaxip. (4. 460). 
o-tT£uros. Epigen. (3. 537). 
(TKrp/oTToCoi. Anon. (4. 680). 
crTTupts. Six instances in Meineke. 
o-Tcx/ivos. Chiefly Comic. Four instances in Meineke. 
o-riy/xr?. Men. (4. 312). 
o-TprjviaLv. Antiph. ap. Ath. 3. 127. Sophil. ap. Ath. 

3. 100. 
arp^voi. Nicostr. (5. 84). 
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<npov6iov. Anaxand (3. 164), Ephipp. (3. 326). 

oT;K<£/ttvos. Amphid. (3. 318). 

(Tv/jLfmOrjTi^. Anaxipp. (4. 459). 

a-ufLiraOri^. (Aristot.), Plato Com. (2. 686). 

a-weXdw. Alexid. (3. 510). 

o-woSia. Men. Sentent. 24. 

cnJpo). Anaxil. (3. 345), Eub. (3. 242). 

(7va-cnr]fj,ov. Men. ap. Phryn. 393. 

crxomov. Chiefly Comic. Four instances in Meineke. 
, f (Tuipevaa. Eub. (3. 228). 
I crwpeuTos. Alexid. (3. 416). 
T. Ttkwviov. Posidipp. (4. 517). 

rpvyiiv. Six instances in Meineke. 

Tpvnr/iJ.a. Eup. (2. 562). Vernacular word. 

Tpwyiii. (Colloquial.) Sixteen instances in Meineke. 

Tup/Sa^oj. Alexid. (3. 395). 
<j>. <^aik6vy]% <j>aiv6Xris. Ehinthon op. Poll. 

^avos. Six instances in Meineke. 

€f>iXaS€\<j)ia. Alexid. (3. 526). 

(fiXvapos. Men. (4. 236). 

4>6pTiov. Eight instances in Meineke. 

(jivpap-a. Mens. (3. 569). 
X- x"^K'<"'- Ten instances in Meineke. 

xd-pT-q's. Plato, Fragg. 10, p. 257. 

;^e6pay(oyos. Philem. (4. 47). 

xXiapoi. Eive instances in Meineke. 

Xoprdtfa {pi men). Eight instances iu Meineke. 

(xopraa-p-os. Anaxand. [3. 202].) 
(0. wpvop.a.1.. Plat. (2. 659). 

We have given these lists very fully because we 
believe that no more important evidence could be pre- 
sented with regard to the colloquial character of the 
New Testament vocabulary. In the Comic poets, if 
anywhere, we should expect to find the current popular 
speech strongly marked. And when words meet us all 
through the Comic literature of Greece, from Cratinus at 
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its beginning to Posidippus at its close, which scarcely 
appear anywhere else except in the New Testament, we 
are justified in accepting this as proof positive of our 
position. The facts exhibited show clearly the existence 
of a language of popular intercourse from an early time, 
which verges on the borders of the literary language, but 
is excluded from composition except in the case of 
Comedy. Yet many of the words iu question must have 
borne the stamp of refinement, and belonged to the 
diction of polite speech at a period long antecedent to 
literary production. By processes which can no more 
be discovered, these words have somehow lost caste, and 
while by no means rejected altogether, we may beKeve, 
from the conversation of the educated, have come to be 
regarded as more or less " vulgar " and " rough." In this 
way the door of literature was barred to them. But 
they continued all along to have full play in the language 
of daily life, and accordingly, when Greek literary taste 
began to decay, and the real literary dialect no longer 
survived in spontaneous form, these words again asserted 
themselves, and by the time the New Testament was 
written, they have regained their place in the language 
of educated men, and are found occasionally even in the 
writers of the " Common Dialect." 

But in addition to the writers we have quoted, who 
range over a period of three hundred years, and whose 
works are only extant in a very fragmentary form, a 
most interesting and important contribution is made to 
the history of colloquial Greek in connection with the 
language of the New Testament by the vocabulary of 
Aristophanes. In his case we have the advantage of 
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seeing the phenomena of the Greek popular vocabulary 
at a definite stage in Greek history. So a landmark is 
given by which the past of the colloquial language and 
its future may be estimated. Besides, Aristophanes lived 
in the Golden Age of the Attic dialect, when the sense 
for language had reached its highest pitch. Accordingly, 
one may expect that the " popular " words admitted by 
him are, at least, on the higher level of the " con- 
versational" type of speech. This gives an additional 
criterion for the New Testament vocabulary. The 
following is a list of rare words which occur in 
Aristophanes, and almost nowhere else except in the New 
Testament. They are all apparently " colloquial " : — 

a. aySucro-os. Ran. 138. 

aKparov. Ach. 75, 1229; Eq. 85, 87. 
a/jLTreXovpyoi. Pax 190. 

afi<j>oSov. Frag. 304. 

avOpaKia. Eq. 780. 

d,Troit.ajiT(ToiMU. Eq. 819. 
/?. ySaros. Erag. 593. 

^SeXva-a-oftai. Ten instances = loathe. 

^ifiXiSapiov (N.T. /Si^kapiSLov). Frag. (Mein. 2. 
1207). 
S. StoXcKTos. Frag. 552. 
€. eKKoXvnj3a.<j>. Frag. (2. 975). 

iKTTTvto. Vesp. 792. 

tVo-rpe^o). Plut. 721 ; Nub. 88, 554. 

i/jL^dTTTO). Frag. 205; Nub. 150. 

e/jifjiva-du). Vesp. 1219. 

ivv€va. Frag. (2. 980). 
h/TvXia-cna. Plut. 692; Nub. 987. 
tvKOTTui^. Frag. 615. 
€UT0Va)S. Plut. 1095. 
•jj. ^Svotr/ios. Frag. (2. 1178). 
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e. eXi^m. Fig. sense in Vesp. 1289; Ean. 5. go fiXii/fis 
inN.T. 

OvpC?. Vesp. 379 ; Therm. 797. 
I. iKttvos. In vernac. sense of " long," " many " ; Pax 354. 
K. Kdpfjios. Av. 643 ; Vesp. 249 ; Lys. 474. 

KEipia. Av. 816. 

K€pfx.a. Plut. 379; Av. 1108. 

kXivCSlov. KT. xXivapiov. Frag. 2. 1046. 

KotTMv. Frag. (2. 947). 

KoAAijySos. Pax 1200. A word of trade, said to be 
Phcenician; of. N.T. koXXv^lott^s. 

KvXX6^. Eq. 1083; Av. 1379. 
A.. XaXia. Nub. 931; Ean. 1069. Witb a notion of 
contempt. 

Xapvy^. Ean. 575 ; Eq. 1363. 
/jL. /«Mr(cr)ao)u.ai. Six times in Aristoph. 

/nuKT^pes =" critic nostrils." Ean. 893; cf. N.T. fivK- 
TrjpL^eLv. 
V. vovOecria. Ean. 1009. 

ruTTO). Nub. 321; frag, in Homer; prob. came to be 
coUoquial. 
o. 666viov. Frag. (2. 989). 

otvoTTOTis (N.T. olvoiroTYji). Therm. 393. 

opdpos (/8aWs). Prob. vernac. expression; Vesp. 216. 
TT. Trayt's. Av. 194, 527; Frag. 663. 

TrapaKv-irTto. Extremely freq. in Aristoph. 

TTpoSpofjio?. Metaph. in Aristoph. and Comic writers. 

Trpoa-KvXlu). Vesp. 202. 

TT/jorepov = superior. Ean. 76. 
p. pa/SSovxpi. Pax 734. 
0-. a-d.KKo's. Ach. 745 (a Megarian is speaking, hence 

two k's). 
T. rpi^oXoi. Lys. 576. 

rpvpXiov. Ach. 278 ; Av. 77. . 

Tvp^a^ofiai. Pax 1007 ; Vesp. 257. 
V. vdXivoi. Ach. 74. 

{nrdya = go. CoUoq. use; Ean. 174; Nub. 1298; 
Vesp. 290. 
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VTTWTrtafft). Pax 541. 
<^. <^t/ioo). Nub. 592. 
tjf. fu>iJi.i^o). Therm. 692 ; Lys. 19 ; Eq. 715. 

Before leaving the Comic poets, it is worth our while 
to note that, even among the earlier ones, strange com- 
pounds and clumsy formations are found, which are 
exact prototypes of the same phenomena in the late 
Greek of post-Alexandrine days. 

Thus Crates employs words like eOeXoavxvo^, dva^ico- 
aaadai = iroiijcrai ava^iSxrai, etc. 

Eupolis uses afi^Xva-Tovfja-ai, acJMBia, ^Se\vpevofuu, 
veavicTKem, etc. 

In Phrynichus occur such forms as <Tv^apiaaij,6<;, 
rexna^etrOat vTreprfKid^ofiai, etc. 

avToa-'xeSiaa-fw,, eTrtvairi^eiv, KaiWotrevo), ■KavToirtaXia, 
and the like, which occur in the old Comedy, look quite 
like formations belonging to the age of the LXX. 

The old "Anonymous Writer" on Comedy expressly 
says that the poets of the Middle Comedy employed t^? 
a-vvijOovi \a\^a9. By this time the inhabitants of 
Athens had come into frequent contact with foreigners 
and men who spoke impure Greek. This told on the 
language of the people, and, of course, reflected itself in 
the vocabulary of the Comic poets. By the time the 
New Comedy arose, the tendencies already in V6gue had 
increased in influence. The one aim the poets set before 
them was that which we saw to be the chief thing also 
with Hellenistic writers, viz. clearness and intelligibility. 
And so Anonymus de Com. p. 32, says: v fiev via 
TO ffa<f>e<TTepov 'iyei Ty via Ke')(pr)p,evr] 'AtOiBi, ■q Be 
irdXaia to Beivov Kal v'\lrr]\ov tov Xiyeiv. Barbarous 
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words and forms received far greater licence, and this 
because " Comedy follows the common language of the 
people." 

One point which bears upon the relation of the New 
Testament vocabulary to the spoken language remains to 
be glanced at. It is found that in the New Testament 
(and to a considerable extent in the Comic writers) 
words which in ordinary Greek bore a strong and almost 
coarse sense, have become entirely enervated, so that 
they are used in the most casual and trivial connections. 
This fact is easily explained. The terms gradually 
passed into the daily speech of the people, a process in 
which, quite naturally, the rough edges were worn off, 
and they became strictly commonplaije words. Instances 
are the following : — 

^aXA.<o. In the Class. language usu.= throw, hurl, cast. 
Looser sense in Homer and Tragedians, where it is often 
used metaphorically, but has a notion of " haste " or 
" hiurry " associated with it. This use is almost always 
the equivalent of oui " lay to heart." 

In N.T. often = " put " in its most colourless 
sense. 

JE.g. Mark 7. 33 : e^aXev roia SaKTvXov^ eis to. Sra 
avTOv. 

John 20. 27 : <t>^pe Tr/v x**/"^ "''"' '"'■'■ ^"■X^ ew tt/v 
irkeupdv /xov. 

John 5. 7 : tva orav Tapa)(Ofj to vSiop /SaXy /xe eis t^v 
Ko\vft.pri6pav (used of a sick man). 

ipevym, Ipcvyofjiai,. In Class. Gk. (1) Disgorge, Horn.; 
(2) Surge, Hom. Find. ; (3) In one or two places in 
Homer = roar. 

In N.T. Matt. 13. 35 (quotation fr. LXX.) : di/oifo) 

6 
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£V Trapa^oXoLi to a-rofia fiov, ipevio/xai Ke/cpujU./i.ei'a diro 
/<aTaj8oA.^s k6(tij.ov = utter. 

Cf. Tlieocr. 13. 58: rph /x.ei' "YAai' avcrev oa-ov ^a6vq 
Tqpvye Xaifi.o's. This sense is found several times in the 
LXX. 

o-Ku'XXo). In Aesch. and Anthol. = flay, mangle. 

In KT. = annoy. Kg. Mark 5. 35 : tl etc o-kvAAcis 
Tov SiSda-KaXov. So Matt. 10. 36: ecr/cvX/iei/oi = worn 
out, worried. o-kuX/xos in LXX. (and Cicero's Letters) — 
troubles. 

Tptiyb). In Homer, used of animals = gnaw, munch, 
crunch. 

In Hdt., etc., of men, but only of eating vegetables, 
fruit, etc. Through vernacular usage it came to mean 
" eat " in general. 

In N.T. always used in this sense. In the fourth 
Gospel it is employed to the complete exclusion of luOUw. 

Cf. John 6. 54 : 6 Tpiiytav p,ov ttjv crdpKa. 

Matt. 24. 38 : Tpioyovrti xai irivovTe's. 

Xoprdt, eiv, xopTci^ojLiat. In earlier Greek, uniformly 
of animals = feed, fatten with fodder. In Comedy, used 
of men feasting ; and then, through colloquial Greek = 
" eat," with no strong sense attached. This softened 
Use also in Comedy. ' 

In N.T. used invariably = eat, or, satisfy with food. 
All distinction between iaOCeiv and ^opTa^ecrOaL has 
by this time vanished. An interesting illustration of 
•this is Mark 7. 27, 28 : ai^ts wpGroy xopTa(r6rjvai TO. TEKva" 
... TCI Kvvdpia VTTOKdroy T^i Tpairi^r/^ i<r6i(nicrLv diro tSv 
ij/L)(i<av tSsv TTtttStW. Same use in LXX. 

Words which have passed through the same process 
are — 

Kpavyd^eiv used as = KoXeiv. 

■7nit,eLV (irta^etv) „ = dimirOai. 
\^\a.<l>S.v „ = investigate, etc. 
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They are all, apparently, colloquial usages, whose 
process of formation has been accelerated by the tendency 
to exaggerate which a language shows when it has 
•entered on a period of degeneration. 

One most important element in the New Testament 
vocabulary we merely mention here as it must come up 
for elaborate treatment afterwards, viz. the large number 
of terms belonging to the sphere of Christian Theology 
which occur throughout these writings. 



CHAPTEE VII 

COMPAKISON OF THE VOCABULARY OF THE SePTUAGINT 
WITH THAT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

We have attempted in the foregoing pages to lay a more 
or less solid basis for our investigation, to indicate 
the directions in which it must proceed and its limits, 
and to accumulate various lines of evidence which must 
have a chief place in determining its issue. We have 
tried to sketch the special conditions of the Greek 
language in the age when the LXX. arose. A rough 
analysis of the main elements in the vocabulary of the 
LXX. has been given, and it has been endeavoured to 
connect this discussion with a similar examination of 
the New Testament language by means of a very brief 
inquiry into the vocabulary of the Common Dialect. A 
survey of the New Testament vocabulary has completed 
the collection of materials necessary both for placing us 
at the proper point of view for our discussion, and for 
supplying us with guiding-lines throughout the whole of 
the investigation. 

What remains to be done in the second part of this 
dissertation is to state generally the facts which come tO' 
view on a minute comparison of the vocabulary of the- 
LXX. with that of the New Testament, to illustrate 

84 
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these, to draw the legitimate inferences from them, and 
so arrive at some definite conclusion with respect to the 
whole question under examination. 

The most cursory reading of the Greek New Testa- 
ment shows a constant habit on the part of the writers 
of quoting from the Old Testament. The significant fact 
in this connection is that the great majority of these 
quotations are from the Greek version of the Sacred 
Books. When it is remembered that the writers are 
almost all Jews, and that the Jewish reverence for the 
actual letters of the Hebrew original of the Old Testa- 
ment is imparalleled, the point attracts attention. 
Unfortunately it is exceedingly difiBcult to discover the 
actual usage of the Palestinian synagogues with respect 
to the reading of the Old Testament in the first century 
A.D. Some scholars assert that the synagogue readers 
must have employed Targums in Aramaic, the vernacular 
of the country. Others as boldly declare that it was 
the Greek version and no other which was read in the 
pubhc services. And this is used as an argument in 
favour of the position, that Greek, equally with or more 
than Aramaic, was the popular language of the country 
in the time of Christ. 

Without, however, discussing a question which seems 
impossible of solution, one may with safety affirm that 
the LXX. must have been well known at least to the 
great mass of intelligent and educated Jews, for this is 
a legitimate inference from the New Testament. There 
we find that there are about three hundred quotations 
from the Old Testament. At least ninety of these agree 
verbally with the LXX. In the others, the variations 
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from it are very trifling. More important still, in 
thirty-seven of the ninety the LXX. differs from the 
Hebrew text. Accordingly, the writers of the New 
Testament must have been thoroughly acquainted with 
this version, seeing they preferred to use it, though 
written in a foreign language, rather than to translate 
from a text which they regarded as in the strictest sense 
inspired. No doubt it must be borne in mind that the 
readers for whom they wrote were chiefly " Gentiles," to 
whom the Old Testament would only be known in its 
Greek dress. Still their easy familiarity with it shows 
how completely they had made it their own. This is 
corroborated by constant reminiscences of it, and allusions, 
which are almost more important than quotations in 
this connection, as coming up unconsciously. And so 
the question naturally arises : If these writers were so 
thoroughly versed in the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament, as is certainly the fact, is it not likely that 
when they came to write books in Greek themselves, their 
language would be moulded and shaped by the language 
of the LXX., especially as the latter had stereotyped a 
particular form of Greek, and had so become a standard 
for Hellenistic Jews ? Is it not likely that the iafluence 
of the LXX. will appear, not only in words which express 
Hebrew conceptions and feelings,but in the general vocabu- 
lary which the Jewish writers of the New Testament employ ? 
A scholar so thorough and so original as the late Dr. 
Hatch says, in his Essays in Biblical Greek (p. 34) : 
" The great majority of New Testament words are words 
which, though for the most part common to biblical and 
contemporary secular Greek, express in their biblical 
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use the conceptions of a Semitic race, and which must 
consequently be examined by the light of the cognate 
documents which form the LXX." And again (p. 11): 
" Biblical Greek is thus a language which stands by 
itself. What we have to find out in studying it is what 
meaniDg certain Greek words conveyed to a Semitic 
mind." Our attempt in the pages that follow muet be 
to test these statements by means of the facts we have 
to produce, and in the light of the conclusions arrived at 
in the former part of the dissertation. 

There are various ways in which the vocabulary of one 
group of writings may be presumed to be a principal 
factor in the formation of that which belongs to another 
group. There must always be more or less of mere pre- 
sumption about the matter, because the life-history of 
words is often silent and curious. Let us call the earlier 
group A, and the later B. 

(1.) There is, first, what may be called external 
evidence. We may have a definite knowledge of the 
fact that the writers of B were intimately acquainted 
with group A, that, indeed, this was almost their only 
literature. So a presumption is legitimate that the 
language of A will influence in an indefinite degree the 
language of B. But this is purely A priori. 

(2.) On examination, it may be found that an over- 
whelmingly large proportion of the vocabulary of B has 
already occurred in A. This leads us to look for further 
points of resemblance. 

(3.) A careful scrutiny of the two vocabularies may 
show that a large number of words found in B occur in 
no other known writings except group A. 
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(4.) It may appear that many of the words common to 
A and B are derived words, whose special character makes 
it certain that they were formed by the writers of A. 

(5.) We may further discover that a large number of 
current words, found in other authors, occur in A and B 
in a sense quite peculiar to these two groups of writings. 

(6,) A set of words may be found in B which are 
local peculiarities of the region where group A arose. 

This rough classification probably embraces most of 
the relations which could exist between two vocabularies. 
Bearing them in mind, we must set down the facts which 
emerge on a comparison of the vocabulary of the LXX. 
with that of the New Testament. 

We have already seen that out of a total vocabulary 
of over 4800 words in the New Testament (excluding 
all proper names and their derivatives) there are about 
950 which are post- Aristotelian ; of these, over 300 are 
found also in the LXX. But one half of this number 
occurs in other writings, which, in this case, mean those 
of the " Common Dialect," the Anthology, the Jewish 
Apocrypha, PhUo, and Inscriptions. On this element, it 
is plain, no valid conclusions can be based, except that 
special attention must be directed to the group common 
to the LXX., the New Testament, and Philo. We shall 
touch on this immediately. There are, then, about 150 
words in all which are strictly peculiar to the LXX. and 
New Testament. The following is a list which we have 
compiled of them. It is, at least, approximately correct : — 

Nouns — 

ayaduxTvvq, ayaWiao'i's, dytatr/ios, ayiwcrvvrj, aiveo"is, aXi'o"- 
yrjfji.a, avTaTToSo/Jia, d.TTOKdX.vij/i's. 
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yievva, yviicTTrj's, yu/AVOTiys. 

SoTTj'i. 

eXey/tos, IXey^is, e/Airaty/^ds, i/XTraiKTi]?, IvTaXjua, iina-KOTn^, 
ip'^fj.axTK, evhoKia, i<j>r]ij,epCa. 

diXria-i's. 

lepdrevfia. 

Ka0api,<Tp,6%, Kardw^is, KaToiieryr^piov, Kaiatav, Kavyr)(TK, Kopos. 

\vTp<a<ri'S. 

fiaraioTrji, //.iyakeioTrj^, /ji,fyaX(Mrvvr], fi,eToiK€io, p.oi^aki'i, 

VIKO'S. 

6XoKX.r)pLa, oTTTacKi, opKtafJiOcrCa. 

iropajTiKpair/xos, irapoiKia, TrapopyurpAi, ira.Tpidp)(ri^, ireipatr- 

/ios, iripiKaOapixa, ■n-epitro-ci'a, irpotTKOfiipja. 
pavTwr/Aos. 
<ra^au>6, trayiprr], traTavos, ad/rov, aiKtpa, crKdvSaX.ov, ckXij- 

poKapSia. 
VTraKOT], lUTravTijcrts, v5roA.i5vtov, vcTTeprjpa, 

^HMTTTIp, 

^lOvpurpAi. 

&T10V. 

Adjectives — 

a.Kpoyuivixuo'S, aXkoyivq<i, dp.tOvcTTO';, dviiiyyiacTTO'S, avOpm- 

irapcaTKOi. 
Se/cTos. 

A of euros, X.fiTovpyiKOi. 
/jiLaOws, /jLoyiXaXo^. 
6Xiy6\l/v^o's. 
irepiovcrios,- Trpui'ivos. 
arjTojSpwTos, (rKX.T]poTpa^r]Xos. 
TaTreLv6ff>p<av. 

Verbs — 

dyaOoiroifw, ayaXXidai, ayiAtfo, alx/iaXwTeva}, dp,<liid^<i}, 
dva^utvvviJi,i, dvaOeiw/rltfa, aTroSeKaTevo), awoKefjiaXi^o), diro- 
fj)6eyyofjLai, 
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8e/caToo), Biayoyyv^ia, So\io<i), owafMXii. 

elprjVOTroLeti), eK^r/Tioi, iKf^vKTripi^w, eKirctpa^o), iKTTopvevoi, 
(iKpitpu)), ivSiSva-KO), ivBoidCo), ivSwa/jiOoi, ivivX-oyio), 
ivKawitfo, evrac^ia^o), iv wn^o fji,aL, i^aaTpaTTTto, i^oXeOpevtOy 
iiovSeveu), e^virvi^w, hravaTravw, tTriyafJi.^piVbi, eTTW^avo'/co). 

(lepaTevij).) 

KaOapL^w, Kara/cavp^ao/xat, KaTaKXrjpovoiJ,i<i>, KaTavv(7<xoi, kXv- 
Smvi^ofiaL, Kparaiooi. 

HaKpoBvixiu), fiaraioui. 

oXoOpevu), opdoTOfiito, oTrravti), opOpi^u). 

xaytSevu), TrapaZprjXow, irX'qpot^opiiji, TrpotTO^Bii.w. 

pavn^o). 

(TTvyvd^w, a-T-qKio, (Tvveyetptii. 

VTrcpvij/6(j). 

Adverbs — 

eySSo/uijKovTaKts,, ivavTi, ivuiTnov, i^amva, ivavpLov. 
KarevioTnov. 

Interjections — 
d/jLTjv, dXXrjXovLa, 
oval. 

We add as an appendix to this list those words which 
are common to the LXX., New Testament, and PhUo. 
(This list is probably not so complete as the former.) 

Nouns — 

dyajTrq, dKpoj3v(TTLa, aTravyacr/xa. 
Siacnropd,, Siarayiq, SiSpa)(iJLOV. 
ivKacvia. 
6v(ria(TT'^piov, 

IXaCT/JLO'S. 

Ka.Tairira(Tfi.a, Kard.cr)(i<Ti.'S, KaratjipovrjT'^';, kokkivO?. 

XvrpuiTrj';. 

fjkdvva. 
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oXoKaVTWfJJX. 

iravTOKpaTutp, Trdaya, 7reiroil9ij(rts, Trpoo-ev^^, Trpoa-qXvTO^, 
TTpoKJyrfTfia, TrporroTOKLa. 

v<Tcr<aTros, iii/fcoyxo. 
^(OTicr/ids. 
)(€povl3e£v. 
>l/evSoTrpo<j>ijnjs. 

Adjectives — 
a.'TrepLTp.TjTCK. 

/SSfXvKTOi. 

Svcr^acTTaKTOS. 
eiriKaTaparo^ fvXoyTjroi. 
tAaoTiypios. 

■jrpOJTOTOKOS. 

Verbs — 

avTairoKpivofiai. 

€KTreipat,ui, e/ATrcptiraTeo), i^o/ioXoyeoi, 

■TrapaTriKpaivio. 

The lists just given show the nature of the relation 
which can be proved by actual facts to exist between the 
vocabularies of the LXX. and New Testament. We 
have included the words common to these with Philo, 
because (1) Philo was a Jewish writer. (2) He lived in 
Alexandria, the home of the LXX. (3) All through his 
works he shows a remarkable acquaintance with the 
LXX., which is usually the text on which he comments. 
Accordingly, when we find him using a set of terms of a 
peculiar character, — as a rule, tinged with an Old Testa- 
ment colouring, — there is, to say the least, a very strong 
presumption that he derived them from the LXX. 

But before leaving, our dry columns of statistics, which 
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must form the basis of all that has yet to be done, one 
list more needs to be presented. There is a considerable 
number of words found in Greek writers of all periods, 
more or less, which appear in the New Testament in an 
altogether peculiar and abnormal sense. A large number 
of those are found in the LXX. either with an identical 
or closely-connected signification. It seems advisable to 
insert a list of these here, so as to avoid the necessity of 
interrupting our subsequent discussion. It must be noted 
that the great majority of them are found in the New 
Testament in their ordinary sense as well. 

"Words common to the LXX. and N.T. with "Biblical" 

MEANING , 

Nouns — 

ayycXos, aSeX^os, dvTt'A.iji/'is, avTiXoyia, airotrrao'iov. 

ypajxixaTevs. 

Siay3oA.os (6), Sofa, Bui/Jia, Scoped. 

eOvos, eiScoXov, elprjvrj, eKKXrjcria, eKcrracrts, ciricTKOTn;, eiXoyia. 

rjfji,€pa. 

Oavaroi, Oeos, dvyaTrjp. 

iXatx/ws, lX.a(rT7Jpwv. 

KaKia, KapiTO^, KardTrauerts, Kipws, K-qpvyfji,a, kXtjpovo/ji.o';, koiXio, 

KOTTTJ, KOCriJ.Oi, KptVlS, KplTT^^. 

XvTpoxri';, 

IJ,aKpo6v/ji,ta, /ioi;(aXi9, p-vtrTripiov. 

VO//.OS, vvfj,(j)r]. 

ovofia, ovpavo'S, o\vp<oiJLa. 

TraiSeia, Trai'S, Trapa^o\.-q, TrdpoiKOS, Tretpacr^os, iropvcia, 

irpoaiOTTOv, irpo^-qTrj^. 
prjfw., pL^a. 
(Ta.p$, (TKoivSaXov, (TKrjvoTTtjyia, (TTO/jm, tTTparia, arvvrpi/x/jLa, 

<7u>Trip, (TiOTTipia, crun-qpiov. 

1 Based entirely on the excellent Lists in Thayer's edition of 
Grimm-Wilke's Glavis Novi Testamenti. T. & T. Clark. 
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UIOS, VTTOKpUnjS. 

Adjectives — 

«kA.£KTOS, JUWpOS. 

Verbs — 

dSwoTEO), ava<f>epta, avOoixoXoyeo/jiai, airoKoXvirToi, diroKpivoi, 

afftvOTepio), avyatfo. 
SiaTiOt/iai, SiKaiod), So^d^u). 
fiSta, ilp.1, aTTOv, €»cA.eyo/x,ai, i^ofjiokoyfto, hrepwrdto, ejrt- 

yap-ISpfvo), iTTiKoXeo), lirLa'KeTrTOfjLai,, iptvyop,aL, €v8ok£(o, 

fojoyoveo). 

diko), 6poia>. 

uryyia. 

KaBevSm, KaKooi, KaKa\oye<i), Ka/xp/uia, KafLTmo, KaTat(r)(yv(o, 

KpCvia, KOTTidm. 
kiK/xdo). 

luucpoOvfLim, //.atpaivo). 

iraiSeuci), iraTatrtru), ireipa^m, iropevu), 7rpoaTi6rjfji.i, TrpotjirjTevo}. 
(Tvvayu), cruvTcAcoj, o'olfco. 
<f>vkd<T(r<o, ^(oTt^o). 

Our results may be briefly summarised thus — 

(1.) There are, roughly speaking, about 550 words 
which may be termed " Biblical," i.e. found either in the 
New Testament alone, or, besides, only in the LXX. 
That is, about 12 per cent, of the total vocabulary of the 
New Testament is " Biblical." 

(2.) About 30 per cent, of the total number of 
"Biblical" words iu the New Testament occur in the LXX. 

(3.) About 32 per cent, of the words found in the 
New Testament alone with special " Biblical " meaning 
occur in the LXX. 



CHAPTEE VIII 

The iNFtUENCE OF THE Septuagint on the Theo- 
logical AND EELIGIOUS TeEMS OF THE NbW TESTA- 
MENT VOOABULAKY 

Wb have seen that the LXX. was thoroughly well- 
known to the writers of the New Testament. But these 
latter had a peculiar task before them. The main object 
of their writing was to set forth to Jews and Greeks 
ahke the conceptions of that new Faith which had won 
their allegiance. These conceptions were, of course, 
religious and theological. The problem was to express 
them in a suitable terminology. But they had a model 
to follow. Already the religious and theological ideas of 
the Hebrew people had been clothed in a Greek dress. 
This had involved many difiSculties, but they had been 
in great measure surmounted. So that there was a 
technical theological vocabulary actually existing. But 
Christian modes of thinking were a thorough advance on 
those of the Hebrews. Often, therefore, entirely new 
words had to come into use to express the new ideas, or 
else old words had to undergo a large extension of 
meaning. Still, the early Christian writers, being almost 
all Jews, retained a Hebrew colouring throughout their 
thought. There was a basis of Hebrew ideas beneath 

94 



INFLUENCE' OE SEPT0AGINT ON N.T. TEEMS 9S' 

the new superstructure. Accordingly, even in the case 
of purely Christian conceptions, it was thoroughly natural 
for the New Testament writers to frame their language 
on the analogy of the existing theological vocabulary which 
they found in the Greek version of the Old Testament. 

Considering these circumstances, then, we should expect 
to find the vocabulary of the LXX. exercising a direct 
influence on that of the New Testament in regard to 
religious and theological terms. Strangely enough, we 
discover that this particular class of, terms does not 
include as a main element words either formed or 
brought into literature for the first time by the LXX. 
The most of them fall within that class of " Words 
common to the LXX. and New Testament with ' Biblical ' 
signification," of which a list has already been given. Of 
course, a large number belong to the New Testament 
aloTie. 

Here there can be no discussion. Facts clearly show 
how prominent a part the LXX. plays in moulding the 
religious vocabulary of the New Testament. As this is 
one of the most important phenomena in connection with 
the relation of the two vocabularies, it must be fully 
illustrated. And it is perhaps well, in estimating the 
influence of the LXX. on the language of the New 
Testament, to begin with a class of words where that 
influence is too obvious to be mistaken. Our examples 
are given simply in alphabetical order. 

Nouns 

d 8 £ X <^ o s — 

I. In Class. Lit. in the ordinary sense. 
IL In LXX.— (1)= brother. (2) = neighbour. Lev. 19. 17: 
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ov /jturqa-tK Tov aSeX<f>6y crov rrj Siavoia. crov ikcy/xS 
eXeyfeis rbv ttXtjo-iov (tov. (3) = member of the same 
nation, Ex. 2, 14 : Muyvcnjs iirjXOev wpos tovs dSeX^ous 
avToB Toiii Dious 'lo-pa^A.; Deut. 15. 3: tov aXKoTpiov 
airaiT^w o(ra iav ^ <toi Trap' avriS, tov aoeX^ov a^ov axfteiTLv 
TrOHJ(7£tS TOV )(peovi cov. 

III. In N.T. — (1) ordinary sense, (2) = neighbour, Matt. 
7. 3 : TO Koptfioi TO iv T<3 6<j)6aX,/ji<S tov a.oeX,<l>ov crov, 
(3) = member of the same nation, Eom. 9. 3 : -rfixoii.'qv 
yap avaOiixa fivai avTOi eyo) ciTro Tov XpicTTOv inrep Toiv 
dSeX^Sv p-ov, T«Jv (Tvyyev5>v p,ov KaTa aapKa oiTivcs eicrtv 
'IcrpaiyXetTai. (4) = fellow-Christians, the whole band 
of Christians being looked on as forming a single 
family, 1 Cor. 1. 1 : Suo-^ei'ijs o dSeX^os; Acts 9. 30: 
tTTtyvovTes 8e ol aSekcl>ol Karf^ayov avrov eli 'K.aurapiav. 
The transition is easily seen — (1) member of the 
same family; (2) member of the same commimity 
(national) ; (3) member of the same community 
(spiritual). 

aVTi.Xr)\fri% — 

I. In Class. Lit. — (1) receiving in exchange ; (2) hold, 
support ; (3) claim ; (4) objection ; (5) apprehension 
or perception. 
II. In LXX., used to translate five Hebrew words meaning 
respectively — (a) arm, strength, aid ; (6) shield ; (c) 
defence, fortress ; (d) strength, refuge ; (e) help, aid. 
It is plain that the idea common to these words is "aid." 
All the passages occur in the Book of Psalms. 

III. In N.T., 1 Cor. 12. 28: dvTtA.77i/r(Aiyp,i/f)«s, "helps." 
Mentioned among gifts bestowed on certain persons in 
the Christian Church, and classed with ji^aptV/wtTa 
la/idrcov, Ku/Jcpvrjcrets k.t.X. In Patristic Greek it is = 
help. Cf. Acts 20. 35 : Set a.vTiXap,^a.ve(TOai tZv acrOev- 
ovvToiv in a charge to the Trpea-^vrepoi of Ephesus. The 
verb has an approach to this sense in several places in 
Thucyd., e.g. ii. 61. 3 : tov koivov t^s o-uiTr/pux^ avTiKa/x- 
pdviO'Oai. 
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SiaySoXos — 

I. In Class. Lit.^(l) slanderous, Comic poets, Andoo. 

etc. ; (2) slanderer. Find., Xen., Arist. 
II. In LXX. eighteen times out of twenty it translates 

jots', " adversary," whicii, in these places, denotes " the 

adversary'' Kwr l^oxqv, viz. Satan. Sixteen of these 

places are in Job and Zechariah. 
III. In N.T. ahout thirty-five times in the above sense = 

the devil. Used also in the ordinary sense, 2 Tim. 3. 3 : 

acTTopyoi, SoTTovSoi, StaySoXoi. In the former sense, 

StaySoXos always has the article. 

So^a — 

I. In Class. Lit. — (1) expectation; (2) sentiment; (3) 
" opinion " ; (4) estimation, good opinion ; (5) credit. 
II. In LXX. Sofa almost invariably translates one of 
three Hebrew words, but in different proportions. One 
of these, 1^33 = honour, glory, splendour, it translates 
more than one hundred and fifty times. It is used next 
often to translate JTlNSn = glory, splendour, which it 
does about twenty times. Lastly, it is used nine times 
as = lin, which denotes "majesty." By far its most 
common use is to translate the first word noted when 
used of God, and so = the glory with which God appears, 
an outward manifestation. 

III. In N.T. fully one hundred and fifty times. Very 
frequently applied to God in the sense of " praise " and 
"honour." But a special sense, quite unheard of in 
Greek literature, is that which has arisen under the 
influence of the LXX., and which appears ia places like 
Acts 22. 11: Tgs So^Tji tov ^utos ; 2 Cor. 3. 7 : 8ta rrjv 
So^av TOV irpodunrov; 1 Cor. 15. 41 : Sofa rjXiov, creAiJi/ijs; 
Apoc. 21. 23 : ■t] yap 86$a tov 6eov i<lia>Tiuev k.t.X. From 
this come further senses of "magnificence," "majesty," 
"exaltation"; the word, in short, assuming different 
shades of meaning according to the subjects to which it 
is applied. 
7 
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I. In Class. Lit.— (1) band of men; (2) nation; (3) special 

caste, tribe. 
II. In LXX. in an overwhelming number of cases to 
translate Heb. ''13, which, in the first instance, is = a 
people (in general), but which in the plural is specially 
used of the other nations besides Israel, with an 
additional notion of their being outcasts and ignorant 
of the true religion. This always in LXX. = ra 
eSvrj ; Ps. 58. 9 : efouScvolo-eis iravra ra e6vr] ; Zech. 
1. 15 : opytjv fjLeydXijv 6pyL^0fj,ai i'Trl ra iOvrj. Con- 
stantly used as opposed to Aao's, which denotes Israel 
itself. 
III. Accordingly, by a natural transition, in N.T., in such 
places as Luke 2. 32 : ^ois tts d'jroKaA.ui/fiv iOvHv Koi 
S6$av Xaov aov 'IcrpaiyA,. So = pagans, Rom. 3. 29 : i; 
'Iovhai(i>v 6 Ota's /jlovov ; ov^l Koi iOvwv ; yet apparently 
always with a softened tone. So that it occurs = Gentile 
Christians, Rom. 15. 27 : el yap toli Trvivp.aTiKoZi avTuiv 
iKOLvu)vr]<Tav ra eOvr], otjaiXoviTiv Koi iv tois aapKiKoii 
XeiTovpyTJcrai avrots. By Aristides (160 A.D.), ra e6vT] 
are opposed to the Greeks. 

tlpt^vrj — 

I. In Class. Lit. usu. = " peace," as opp. to "war." But 
modifications of this, as Plat. Sympos. 189 B; lav n 
yeXoiov e'lm-rji i^ov (toi iv eip-qj'T) Xtyciv, just as would 
naturally come about in language. 
II. In LXX. it translates more than one hundred and fifty 
times Heb. Dii'B', which has for its root-idea, physical 
soimdness of body, health, and so reaches its metaphori- 
cal and ruling sense of security and tranquillity of state, 
prosperity of mind and body, welfare. T"rom this comes 
to it in a secondary way the meaning of "peace" as 
opp. to " war," because in times of peace things are 
secure and tranquil. It translates six times Heb. riDB 
= security, as springing from confidence in some person 
or circumstance. 
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III. In N.T. the Class, meaning is often found. But 
other senses predominate, (a) Concord in private life, 
e.g. Luke 12. 51 : SoKeire on dprjvrjv Trapeyevofir/v Sowai 
. . . ; ovxl Xeyo) vfuv dW »/ Siaiji,epi(rfJi,6v, etc. etc. 
(b) Usage based on LXX. = happiness or prosperity. 
About thirty times in phrase dpi^vri v/uv. (Perhaps this 
has a tinge of additional signification in the apostolic 
writings.) Acts 16. 36: iropevta-Oe iv dpijvri ; Matt. 
10. 13 : ^ eipi^vr] vp-lov wpos i//.as eirio-rpai^ijTfc), i.e. "your 
wish of prosperity." (c) Special Christian sense, which 
is an extension of (6) = rest of soul in God through 
Christ. John 16. 33 : raBra XeXaXrjKa i/juv iva Iv i/Jioi 
dp-fjvrp' tx^T€. So appar. in places like Phil. 4. 7 : 
fj ilp'qrri Tov 6tov ; Acts 10. 36 : ivayye\l,i,ecr6ai etpijvT^v 
Sia 'Ii;<roB. Prob. this sense also in the salutations at 
the beginning and end of the Epistles. In late 
Byzantine Greek it came to be a technical term in 
phrases like Sowat t^v ilp-qvqv = to say tlprjvri 
tracnv. 

iKKXrj(TLa — 

I. In Class. Lit. = the legislative assembly. 

II. In LXX. used almost invariably to translate Heb. 

bi^p, which denotes specially "the congregation of the 

Israelites assembled." Josh. 8. 35 : o ovk aveyva ets to. 

Zra TraoTjs T^s eKKXijcrtas ; 2 Chron. 29. 31 : koI 

III. In N.T. the usage of the LXX. determines the sense 
of the word, which is = the public gathering of Christians 
viewed externally as met for a common purpose, or 
organised with a common aim, or, viewed from an 
inward standpoint as a spiritual corporation. Eom. 
16. 5 : T^v Kar oTkov avTwv iKKXrj(TLav ; Acts 5. 11: 
Koi iyevero <li6j3oi fiiyai £<^' oAiyv tt/v iKKX-qcriav ; Gal. 
1. 13 : iSCwKOv Trjv iKKkrjcriav tov 6eov. 

Used in writers like Polybius of any public meeting, 
e.g. Polyb. 23. 10. 10 : o K. ■^^t'ov Toi?s irokkoin avrm a-vv- 
ayayilv £ts iKKX.r]<nav. 
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K a K t a- 



I. In Class. Lit. — (1) badness, as opp. to aper-^; (2) 

cowardice ; (3) vice, occas. = dishonour. 
II. In LXX. KaKM, in an overwhelming majority of 
instances translates Heb. nv], which means (a) moral 
evil ; (6) external evil, evil circumstances. In at least 
half of these cases it is used in sense (6) = " trouble," 
"misfortune.'' 
III. In N.T., along with the ordinary senses, there is a use 
, based on the LXX. in Matt. 6. 34 : apKerov ry riiJ-epq. y 
KttKta air^s. This sense, however, may have been 
common in spoken Greek. Cf. Dionys. Hal. Antiq. 
Rom. vi. 370 : Tvaa-av KaKiav koI 8ia<jiopa.v kol dvaTpowrjv 
iroX.ew's. Chrysos. vii. 279 C uses it = ToXatTrtopta. 

KXrjpov 011,0 s — 

I. In Class. Lit. = heir, inheritor. 

II. In LXX. it translates Heb. eni'', which means (1) pos- 
sessor, Judg. 18. 7: KXr/povofioi e/cirtefoji/ Orjcravpov ; 
Jer. 8. 10 : Scotro) /cat rois aypov^ auTwi/ tois KX-qpovofi-oi^. 
(2) Heir, 2 Sam. 14. 7: koX i^apoviJt,ev km ye tov kXt;- 
pSvo/jLov v/jcGiv, etc. 

III. In N.T. — (a) often in ord. sense of " heir " ; (6) spiritual 
sense, of those who have a right to spiritual privileges 
through being sons of God, Eom. 8. 17 : ci Se riKva, 
: Koi KXifpovojJioi' KXripovofJiOL p-iv deov k.t.X. (c) As in (1) 
under the LXX., without the idea of inheritance = 
possessor, Heb. 6. 17 : /3oi;Xo'/i€vos 6 ^£os tTriSeifat 
TOis KXripovop.oi'S rijs eira-yyeXias ; Heb. 11. 7 : ttJs koto. 
iricTTLV SiKawo'vvrji iyivero KXrjpovop.oi. 

Kpicrts — 

I. In Class. Lit. = (1) judgment, in various senses; 
(2) trial ; (3) condemnation ; (4) quarrel ; (5) event or 
issue. 
II. In LXX. Kpt'cris is used in the vast majority of cases 
to translate Heb. DSt^'p, meaning (1) judgment, sentence; 
(2) that which is according to law, right. And so we 
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often find it joined with SiKaioa-vvr} (often), ?A.eos 
(Ps. 100. 1), d\rj(9eta (Ps. 110. 6), iXe-qiJioa-uvri. God is 
said ayavav KpC<nv. In one place it translates the Heb. 
word for " righteousness." 
III. In the N.T. there is a class of passages where this sense 
must be adopted. These are in Matt, and Luke; e.g. 
Luke 11. 42 : koI iro.pipyio'Oi rrjv Kpiaiv Koi rijv a,ya.ir7]v 
Tov Oiov ; Matt. 23. 23: to. /Sapvrepa rov v6p.ov ttjv 
KpCiTiv Koi TO IXeos Koi Trjv tticttiv. Here evidently the 
word denotes a moral quality of God, namely, "justice.'' 

•TraiSeta — 

I. In Glass. Lit. — (1) education; (2) its result = mental 

culture. Several minor meanings. 
II. Out of forty-seven occurrences in the LXX., thirty-six 
are a translation of Heb. "IDIB, which usually means 
"correction," sometimes " admonition " or "discipline." 
The Heb. verb from which the noun is derived means, as 
a rule, " chastise," though sometimes " admonish." The 
word is specially used in the O.T. of chastisement on 
God's side by sorrow and evil, often also of a father's 
chastening of his son. 
TraiSeia translates no other word more than once or twice. 
We find it in the LXX. parallel with iXiyxo's, dXiij/is, 
/xaoTiyes. 

III. In the N.T. it occurs in four places in Hebrews. One of 
these is a quotation from the LXX., Pro v. 3. 11 : /x,^ 
oXiydpei TraiSeias Kvpiov. In all of these it means 
" chastisement." It is found also in two other passages, 
Eph. 6. 4 : £KTpe<^£Te [to. Te/cva] iv TraiSeta /cai vovdecriq, 
Kvpipv; 2 Tim. 3. 16: Tracra ypacftri . . . (l^eXi/xos rrpos 
SiSaa-KoXiav, irpbs iX.eyp.6v, Trpos iiravopdiaa-iv, Trpos Trat- 
Seiav K.r.X. In this last place it seems as if TraiBeia 
might be taken in the sense already quoted, seeing it is 
joined with words so strong as eiravdpScoo-is and eXey/xo?. 
So very probably in Ephesians also, where it is joined with 
vovOecrla, a word which has often a more or less drastic 
sense. Ellicott quotes Grotius ad loc. : " TratSeia hie 
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significare videtur institutionem per poenas ; vovOhtlo. 
autem est ea institutio quae fit verbis." A hint of this 
sense in Polyb. 2. 9. 6, when he speaks of people as 
■Kaihivio-Oai irpos to /jiikXov, which Schweighauser trans- 
lates : " recevoir une bonne lejon pour I'avenir." 
In Philo still = education. In late Byzantine, such as 
Theophanes Continuatus = chastisement. 

irdpoLKO s — 

I. In Class. Lit. = neighbouring, dwelling near. 
II. In LXX. used twenty-four times. Eleven times of 
these it translates Heb. na, meaning "sojourner," "person 
living out of his own country." Ten times it translates 
Heb. ac'in, denoting an "emigrant sojourning in a 
strange country, where he is not naturalised." It is 
joined in Gen. 23. 4 with TrapeiriSij/Aos. It occurs several 
times in combination with iv yrj aWoTpia. 
III. In N.T. four times. — (1) Acts 7. 6, quotation from the 
LXX. : irdpoLKov iv yy dXXoTpia, where = sojourner ; (2) 
Acts 7. 29 : -irdpoiKO's iv yyj MaSidfu.; (3) Eph. 2. 19, joined 
with fevot; (4) 1 Pet. 2. 11, joined with irapeirihrniLOi. 

This shows that the use is based on that of the LXX. 
(3) and (4) are a Christian extension of the meaning as 
found in the LXX. They are both metaphorical uses 
of the word. 

The word ^ denoted, in several eastward regions, e.g. 
Carpathos, Ilium Novum, etc. (O.I.G. 3595, etc.), the 
same thing as the Attic /ieroiKos. 

The Christian sense is clearly seen in Epist. ad Diognet. 
V. 5 : irarpiSas oIkovctiv (sc. ol XpicrTtavot) iSt'as dXX' cos 
irdpoiKOL ; Polycarp, I}p. ad Philipp. Inscript. : TloXvKap- 
TTO^ . . . rrj iKKXrjcria. tov 6eov rrj irapoiKOvcrj ^lXCttttok. 

(7 dpi — 

I. In Class. Lit. = " flesh " in the various ordinary senses 

of the word. 
II. In the LXX. crdp^, practically without exception, trans- 
1 So Thayer in Grimm. 
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lates Heb. 165'3 =" flesh." But besides the ordinary 
sense, this word has several special meanings. (1) = 
living creature (usu. man). So o-apf occurs in this sense, 
e.g. Gen. 7. 21 : d-Tre^avc iraaa (rap^ Kivovfievri ext t^s 
■y^s ; Deut. 5. 26 : rts yap trap^ tjti'S ijKOvcre ^uivrjv O^ov 
ftuvTos ; Ps. 55. 4 : ov <j>o^r]6iQcroiJ.aL rt irot^cet /loi (Ta.p$. 
(2) = physical nature or relationship. A curious mixed 
signification, e.g. Gen. 37. 26 : on d8e\^os ^//.w nal 
<rap^ ■^fjiiov icrnv ; Judg. 9. 2 : crapf vixSiv ilpl iyii. 
III. In N.T. an enormous widening and deepening of 
meaning, so that it has both the ordinary senses, a 
variety of special theological meanings, and also one or 
two which come through the LXX. Its special theo- 
logical meanings start from the notion of trapf as 
opposed to TTvev/jLa, man's earthly nature apart from 
divine influence. Two senses are immediately connected 
with the influence of the LXX. (1) About eleven 
instances of crapf in the sense of " living being." Very 
generally in the combination vrao-a crdpf, e.g. Matt. 
24. 22 : ovK av ia-iadrj Tracra crapf. Perhaps in the phrase, 
John 1. 14: 6 A.dyos trap^ iyivero. So often (2) of 
physical nature and relationship, e.g. Eom. 1. 3 : yevo- 
/ievos EK (riripnaTos AavelS Kara crapKa ; Heb. 12. 9 : ol 
rri<s crapKOS rjixiov xarcpes. 
So Clem. Rom. 1. 32. 2 : ef airov . . . 'It^o-oSs to kwto. 
a-dpKa. Even Plut. ii. 159 B uses crdp^ as = body, show- 
ing the tendency in the word. 

(ToiTrjp — 

I. In Glass. Lit. = saviour, deliverer, guardian. 
II. In LXX. used twenty times. In eighteen of these it is 
employed of God. 
III. In N.T. constantly, and always either of God or Christ, 
especially in the sense of saving from sin. 

Verbs 
dva^epo) — 

I. In Class. Lit. =(1) bring or carry up ; (2) sustain; (3) 



104 SOURCES OF NEW TESTAMENT GREEK 

bring back; (4) refer; and various other subordinate 
senses. 
II. In LXX. — (1) ordinary senses, a vejy few times; (2) 
about ninety times in ritual sense = offer. Especially in 
the phrase : avaipipuv 6X.oKavTu>iJ,aTa, oXoKavraxreis. 
III. In N.T. — (1) bring up, three places ; (2) sustain, once, 
Heb. 9. 28 ; (3) = (2) of LXX., e.g. Heb. 7. 27 : Trporepov 
iiTrep TuiV ISlwv a/xapnuiv Bvcria's avaffuptiv j 1 Pet. 2. 5 : 
aveviyKai Trvivp.aTiKai Ovaria's ewrpotrSe/CTOus ; and other 
three places. 
In Demos. 1030. 13 it is used = contribute : a,va(l>epeLv eh 
TO Koivov. This seems to prepare the way for the 
prevailing sense in the LXX. 

aTroKaXvTTTO) — 

I. In Class. Lit. = disclose, reveal. 
II. In LXX. — (1) ordinary senses; (2) special sense of 

God revealing hidden things to men, Dan. 2. 28 : aXX' 

£0"Ti Oeo'S iv ovpdvii) 6 airoKoXvirToyv /xvcrnqpia ; 1 Sam. 

3. 21 : a.Tr€Ka\v<f>6ri Kvpios Trpos ^afWv^X; Isa. 56. 1 ; to 

lA-eos IJ.OV a,TrOKaXv(f>6rjvai. 
III. In KT.— (1) ordinary senses ; (2) = (2) of LXX., 

Matt. 11. 25: a.TeKaXvxj/a'i avra. vrjTTLoi's j Eom. 1. 18: 

aTrOKaXvTTTeTai yap opy-q 6e.ov; Eph. 3. 5 : vvv aTreKaXvcjiOrj 

Tois dyi'ots d-TrocrToXots, etc. 

SiKaio to — 

I. In Class. Lit. — (1) make or deem right ; (2) do a man 

right or justice. So Hdt., Thuycd., Soph. 
II. In LXX. it translates Heb. plX in the Hiph'il mood. 
This verb has two main senses — (1) Exhibit one to be 
righteous, e.g. Ezek. 16. 51 : eScxaicoo-as ras dScX^cts crov 
iv irdcraL's TaTs avop.iai'i crov; Jer. 3. 11 : ktiKaitacre 
TTjv tj/v)(riv avTOV 'la-parjX diro rrji dcrvvOtTOv 'lovSa. (2) 
Pronounce righteous, e.g. Deut. 25. 1 : Koi StKateocrovo-t 
Tov SiKaiov ; Ex. 23. 7 : /cat ov SiKanotrets rbv dcre/SiJ 
eveKcv SiLpuiv; Isa. 50. 8 : iyyi^ei 6 8iKaio)(ras p-e. 
III. In N.T. the chief meanings are — (1) = (1) under LXX., 
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e.g. Luke 7. 35 : ^ cro^ia iSiKaiutOrj diro Ttov TeKvoiv avrrji. 
(2) = (2) under LXX., e.g. Luke 10.' 29 : o 8e eeXmv 
SiKaiw(rai lavrov ', Rom. 2. 13: oi irotTjrai tov vofiov 
SiKat<o67J(TovTai. (3) A special sense in the technical 
phraseology of St. Paul, in which it = God's declaring 
those persons righteous in His eyes who put faith in 
Christ. This is simply a Christian expansion of (2), 
e.g. Rom. 3. 30 : bs StKaiaxrei TrepiTO/xrjv ex mo-Tecos, et 
passim. So in Justin M. Fragg. p. 566 (Otto's edition) : 
SevTepov dya^ov to 8iKou(u6^vat. 
In Church-G-reek Sixacow came to be a technical term, used 
of the decrees of Councils, e.g. Concil. Mcaen. Can. 17 : 
ISiKaiuxrev rj dyia kol yueyaArj <ruvo8os. 

€7ri(rKC7rTo;iiat (^iiricXKOTreo)) — - 

L In Class. Lit. — (1) inspect; (2) visit; (3) consider. 
II. In LXX. — (1) Visit, e.g. Jud. 15. 1 : koI hrea-K&l/aTo 
^afuj/uiv TTjv yvvoLKa. (2) Far more f req. = care for, visit, 
in the sense of provide for, e.g. Ex. 4. 31 ; ix°-PV °'''' 
firecrK£ij/aTO 6 6eos Toil's viov'S ; Ps. 8. 5 : rt ia-rtv av6po>iros 
oTi iTna-KiTTTrj avTov. (3) Visit with punishment, e.g. 
Jer. 9. 25 : kol eiru7KhlrofLai IttX Travrai irepiTCT- 
firj/jiivov'! d/cpo/SvcTTias aiiTcov ; Ps. 88. 32 : €7rto"KEi/ro/Aoi 
iv pd^Sto Tas avofiLai avrStv. (4) Often = number the 
people. 
IIL In KT.— (1) = (1) under LXX., yet with a shade of 
(2) implied, e.g. Jas. 1. 27 : tTna-Kiima-Oai opijiavov^; 
Matt. 25. 36 : rjo-Oivrja-a kol cirecrKei/'acrSe /xe. (2) = (2) 
of LXX., e.g. Luke 7. 16 : iTrecrKeij/aTo 6 Oeoi jov X.a6v ; 
Luke 1. 78 : Sia (TirX.a.y)(ya eXeous 6eov ■^p.lav h> ots 
iTrea-Kcif/aTO 17/xas avaToX.rj i^ vtjfovi. 

Often in Plutarch of " visiting " the sick. 

€v\oy£(o — 

I. In Class. I^it. = praise, speak well of, Tragg., Aristoph. 

II. In LXX. — (1) Ordinary sense = praise, e.g. Deut. 8. 10 : 

Kol euXoyTjo-cts Kvpiov tov Oeov crov ; 2 Chron. 30. 27 : 

avia-T-qcrav 8c lepets koX ev\6yrja-av tov 6i6v. (2) Invoke 
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blessings on, e.g. Gen. 24. 60 : evXoyrjo-av 'Pe^tKKav koL 
ewrav airy ; Num. 23. 20 : i8ov ivkoyiiv TrapiiXtj/i/jiai, 
evXoyrja-io. (3) Bestow blessings on (used of God), e.g. 
Josh. 17. 4 : Aaos iroXvs €t/i,t xai o ^eos /te eiXoyrjo-t ; 
Ps. 44. 3 : Sto. TOVTO eiA.oy7;o-£ ere o ^eos eis toi/ aiSi/a; 
and so often. 
III. In N.T. — (1) Ordinary sense, e.g. Jas. 3. 9 : Iv airrj 
evkoyovfuev rbv Kvpiov. (2) = (2) of LXX., e.g. Luke 
6. 28 : evXoyciTE tovs KaTap<j}[ji,evovs v/*as J Heb. 7. 9 : 
o (TuvavDjo-as 'A/Spaafi . . . Koi, tvXoy^cras avTov. (3) = 
(3) of LXX., e.g. Acts 3. 26 : eiXoyovvra vp.ai k.t.X.; 
Epb. 1.3:6 euAoyiytras ^/xas cV irdtrrj ivkoyLa irvevp.a.nKy. 
Strange use in Cburcb-Greek = marry. Gregent. 585 A, 
euAoycio-^ai = be married. PbUo knows the word, but 
prefers to use eTraLveiv, and the like. 

Treipa^o) — 

I. In Class. Lit. Not often in good authors, who prefer 
TTcipao). (1) Make proof of, Horn. ; (2) attempt, try, 
later writers ; (3) tempt, Apoll. Bhod. 3. 10. 
II. In LXX. It translates Heb. HDJ, which is = put to the 
test, in a good sense or a bad. (1) Said of God as 
bringing calamity on men to test the trustworthiuess of 
their faith, e.g. Gen. 22. 1 : o 6eos cireijoa^e tov 'A^padp, ; 
Deut. 13.3: Trctpd^ei Kvpios o ^eos vp,S>v vyiias. (2) Used 
of men in relation to God as testing God's character, 
but in the bad sense, from the point of view of distrust, 
and so causing Him to prove Himself either by showing 
kindness or punishment, e.g. Ex. 17. 2 : n XoiZopauOi 
p.oi Kol Tt ■n-€ipd.^€T€ Kvplov j Ps. 105. 15: eTTiipaaav tov 
Oiov ev dvvSpio ; Isa. 7. 1 2 : ov /j-rj atnycro) ovSe /ir] Treipdcrm 

KVplOV. 

III. In N.T. the Class, meanings occur several times. 
But usu. those derived through the LXX. (1) = (1) of 
the LXX., e.g. 1 Cor. 10. 13 : ttiotos Se o ^eos os ovk 
ed(T€L v/jMi Treipacrdjjvai virep b Svva(T0€ • Heb. 11. 17: 
TTicTTei, -irpocfv-jvoxev 'A/Spaafi, rov 'la-aaK TrupatpjJ.fvoi. 
(2) = (2) under LXX., e.g. Acts 15. 10 : ri irapd^ere tov 
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Oeov ; 1 Cor. 10. 9: /xj^Se ■Triipd^tofji.iv tov Kvpiov Ka6m^ 

Tives avTUiv iirapatrav (v.l. e^ejrcipao-ai/). 
In this second sense, cf. Hdt. vi. 86. 3 : ■^ 8e n«6iij l^i; to 

-TTfiprjO^vai TOV Otov koI to vot^trai tcrov SvvatrOai, where 

■7rii.pdoiJi.ai appears to be used in a very analogous sense. 
Cf. Protevangel. Jacobi, 20 : oiai ttj d-mo-na p.ov oti 

e^€Tr(ipao-a Oiov ^tovra; Strabo, 16. 4. 24, uses ■Treipd^ea-Oai 

in the sense of being afflicted. 
Plut. ii. 230 A = ezamiTUzri (Wyttenb.). 

TTopev o/Jbai — 

I. In Class. Lit. = "go," and many subordinate senses. 
II. In LXX. — (1) Ord. sense in a great many places. (2) 
Vanish, e.g. Ps. 7Sr 39 : i/ivi^crBT) on crapf €t(rt, irveii/ia 
iropivofjLevov Kal ovK i7ria-Tp€<f>ov. From this comes 
further the sense of "die," as Gen. 15. 2, where the 
common Heb. verb for " go " is used. (3) Live, follow 
a manner of life. Very common. Deut. 19. 9 : 
TTopevecBe ev irdaais rats oSots avTOv ; Ps. 14. 2 : 
■jTopeuo/ievos a/i.o)/ios. 

IIL In :N".T.— (1) Usual sense often. (2) = (2) of the LXX., 
e.g. Luke 22. 22 : 6 vtos p-ev tov dvdpunrov Kara to 
uipia-p.evov iropeuerai. This, modelled on Heb. use of the 
verb -i^n = Greek oix'i<T6ai. (3) = (3) of LXX., e.g. 

Acts 9. 31 : Tvopevop.evai T(p ^dySto tov KVpiov; 1 Pet. 
4. 3 : TreTTopevp.ivov's iv dcreXyeiaL^. 
A shade of similar meaning in Soph. 0. T. 883 : el Be tis 
vtrepoTTTO. ■)(ep<Tiv f) X,6y<o iropeveTai. 

ffxOTl^O) — 

I. In Class. Lit. Only in late writers, Theophr., Aristot., 
Diodor., Plut., Polyb. (1) Give or transmit light ; (2) 
light up (of the sun) ; (3) metaph. = make known, 
bring to light. 
II. In LXX. It usually translates Heb. I^KH (Hiph'il of 
"lix), meaning "enlighten" "illuminate"; or min (Hiph. 
of mi) = teach. I!f ot found in its literal sense. Always 
= enlighten mentally ( = educate, teach) or spiritually, 
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e.g. Ps. 12. 4 : ^wtutov tovs d^^oXjuoiJS /*ou ; Ps. 
118. 129 : fj S^Xu)(rw tS)V \6ya>v trov x^xaTiei (this 
example shows the process in the word) ; Judg. 13. 8 : 
(ft<aTL(raTu> 17/ias, ti Troirjcro/tei' tu! iraiSapita ; 2 Kings 
12. 2 : Trdcras ras ■tjfi.ipws as itjiwricrev airrov. 
III. In JSr.T. It has senses (2) and (3) tinder I. Also the 
additional peculiar signification found ia the LXX. 
(1) = (2) under I., e.g. Luke 11. 36: orav o Xij^vos ttj 
aa-Tpa-n-fj 4>toTit,y (xe ; Apoc. 18. 1, etc. (2) = (3) under 
I., e.g. 1 Cor. 4. 5 : 6 Kvpios os kol (jxona-ti to. kpvttto, 
Tov (TKOTOVS ; 2 Tim. 1. 10 : (jxiyricravTO'S 8e ^wrjv koX 
a^Bapfriav 8ta tov evayyeXiov. (3) = usage of LXX. 
pecul. to Bibl. Greek, Heb. 6. 4 : toCs aTra^ ^lortcr- 
fiei'Tas ; Eph. 3.9: cjxoTlaai tCi rj oiKovofjiia tov p,v(rTr]piov ; 
Eph. 1. 18 : TrecjxoTUriJiivovs Tovi 6<f>6a\ft.ovs t^s KapSi'as 

V/JLiOV. 

The second use quoted under the N.T. is found in Polyb. 
30. 8. 1 : ypa.fji,jj.aTa iaXinKOTa Koi xe^wTto'/u.eva J Lucian. 
Cal. non tern. 32 : irn^mTicxii.ivwv tZv irpayp.a.Twv viro r/j'; 
aXrjOdai;. So Plut. ii. 902 B : ^tuTitpva-a to. voov/jLCva. 
Diog. Laert. 1. 57 uses the verb of bringing an unknown 
writer before the public. Justin M. has the special 
N.T. use, Tryph. 122 : tZ ovtl 8e eh 17/Aas ctpryrat Tovs 
Sia 'Irjo-ov ire^(i)Tto-/aeVous. An interesting derivative 
from this sense is its technical meaning in Church- 
Greek = baptize, e.g. Justin M. Apol. 61 E: o (Jxoti^o- 
/jLCvoi Xoucrai ; 65 C : €V)(a.s irovqtTd.fx.f.voi virkp tov 
^wTicr^evTos. 



With the exception of words formed in direct imitation 
of Hebrew expressions by the writers of the LXX., and 
found also in the New Testament, which will be considered 
immediately, that class of terms which has just been 
illustrated is the clearest instance of a direct influence 
of the LXX. on the vocabulary of the New Testament. 

This at once points out close-drawn limits. For even 
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among the words annotated, there are at least some 
whose presence in the New Testament may not be due 
to the usage of the LXX. at all. Several of the 
" Biblical " meanings, though apparently moulded by the 
Greek of the Old Testament, may have been common 
enough in the spoken language as found in Egypt, Asia 
Minor, and Syria. When it is borne in mind that there 
are literally almost no remains of the later spoken 
language except the LXX. and the New Testament, in 
addition to the Comic writers, and when, as has been 
indicated under the words themselves, distinct traces of 
cognate senses occur in stray writers of the Koivrj, the 
supposition gains colour. At any rate, it shows us that 
we are not at liberty to make dogmatic assertions even 
in that sphere of the New Testament vocabulary where 
the influence of the LXX. appears most powerful, the 
sphere of religious and theological terms. Besides, the 
writers of the New Testament were themselves " Hebrews 
of the Hebrews," and so their language must always 
have a Jewish tinge, whether this is due to a stereotyped 
Judseo-Greek formed by the LXX., or whether it is, as 
seems to be the case, the natural colour given to the 
spoken Greek of the day by its passage through the 
Semitic mind. 

One other fact must be noted. The special theo- 
logical terms of the New Testament are at most 
connected with, not derived from, the usage of the LXX. 
The latter, as a rule, simply affords a starting-point for 
the creation of the language of Christian theology. 



CHAPTEE IX 

Discussion of taeious Classes of Words in the New 
Testament, which eithee in themselves oe bt 
theie paetictjlae uses suggest a connection with 
the Septuagint 

It has been thought advisable to place the more strictly 
religious and theological terms which have reached their 
technical sense through the influence of the LXX., and 
then of the New Testament, in a class by themselves. 
In this section we must examine several other groups of 
words occurring in the New Testament, which either in 
themselves or by their particular uses there suggest, with 
more or less probability, a definite connection with the 
LXX. 

We begin with those whose derivation from that source 
is most probable. 

1. Actual Hebrew words occurring in the New 
Testament. 

These are of various forms, some being mere trans- 
literations, as a-a^aa>6; others undergoing distinct changes, 
either ia the body of the word, as o-t/eXo?, or merely in 
regard to endings, as Ko/309. There are about thirteen 
Hebraic words common to the LXX. and New Testament, 

six of which occur also in Philo. Examples of them 

110 
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have been given on p. 44. And certainly one is inclined, 
at first sight, to say that these must have come through 
the LXX., especially as the majority of them are real 
Biblical words connected with the written history of the 
Israelites, e.g. fiavva, traajfa, y^epov^elv. But it is by no 
means unlikely that, from the first days of Jewish settle- 
ments in Greek-speaking countries, these words of ritual 
and worship were in common circulation. At least, the 
tendency shown by such formations is common, for in the 
New Testament we find twenty Hebrew and Aramaic 
words which do noi occur in the LXX., e.g. ^i^dviov, 
/jMficova^, paicd, mcravvd. 

2. A class far more interesting and of far greater 
importance for the vocabulary of the New Testament is 
that consisting of words expressing ideas and customs 
specially Jewish, which were employed by the writers of 
the LXX. as literal translations of the Hebrew terms, or 
were formed by them on the analogy of these terms. 
They occur, in considerable numbers, in the New Testa- 
ment. Here, again, it appears certainly probable that 
these words gained currency through the influence of the 
LXX., and so passed into the vocabulary of the New 
Testament. Most of them are not found elsewhere in 
literature. We shall illustrate this class fully, as it is 
of the first importance in connection with our special 
subject. Typical instances will be given. 



Nouns 
aKpo^v(TTia — 

A word unknown to the Greeks = aKpoirocrOia. Some 
scholars favour the hypothesis that iroa-Ori was pro- 
nounced ^va-Trj by Alexandrians. But Cremer seems 
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nearer the mark in holding that the word was certainly 
formed hy the Jews, probably with the Heb. = DBS 
( = " shame ") in view. 
I. In the LXX. always in the phys. senses prxjoutium. 
When the Hebrew word which it translates is figurative, 
as often in O.T., the LXX. has a-KXrjpoKapSCa. 
II. In N.T. — (1) Phys. sense constantly, e.g'. Acts 11. 3: 
ai/Spas oLKpo^va-TLav c^ovras. (2) In the abstract = 
Gentiles, Eph. 2. 11, etc. (3) Metaphor, sense, e.g. 
Col. 2. 13 : Tg aKpoftvcTTia, t^s crapKos vpMV. 

iiricTKOTn^ — 

I. In LXX. almost invariably translates derivatives of 
Heb. verb l\)Si = (1) visit, investigate ; (2) oversee. 

(1) Kg. Jer. 8. 12 : iv /catpcS eirtcncoTr^s avTcov 
Trecrovvrai. ^ 

(2) JE.g, Num. 4. 16 : r/ iinarKOTrri 0X17S T^s CTKTjvrji. 

Also used (3) of the numbering of Israel. E.g. Ex. 30. 

12 : Aa/8jys tov cryXXoyKT/wv iv rrj inuTKonrri avrSiv. 
11. In N.T.— (1) Visitation, e.g. 1 Pet. 2. 12 : h rnxipa 

ima-KOTrrjs. (2) Overseership, 1 Tim. 3. 1 : et m 

iTTUTKOirrji opeyerai, k.t.X. 
Of. Luc. Dial. Deor. 20. 6 : cis tTrio-Kon-^i/ toO iraiSos, in a 

colloquial sense. 
More common in the LXX. is cTrto-Kei/fts, in senses (1) and 

(3). 

i(f>rjfji,epi,a — 

I. In LXX. = (1) The daily service of the priests in the 
temple, e.g. Neh. 13. 30 : koI ia-rrjo-ev i<iyr]iJi,ipCa<s rot's 
Up€v<TLv. (2) The separate groups of priests who per- 
formed this service, e.g. ' 2 Chron. 5. 10 : ovk rjcrav 
8iaT€Tay/x€vot eh icjiTj/jiepiai. 
II. In N.T. = (2) Luke 1. 5 : Zaxapias e^ i<j>r]fi.epU's 'Aj3i.d. 
Joseph. De Vita sua 1, uses iclt^qfiepig as = (2) 

Suidas : l<j>r]p.ipia.- fj Trarpia. Aeyerai 8e icai ij ■nji -^fiipai 
XeiTOvpyia. 
Cf mod. Greek, l^-qft.ipio's — priest. 
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LXa<rTijpiov — 

I. In LXX. practically always = Heb. ITIBB, denoting the 
lid or covering of the ark. A great number of instances 
in Exodus and Leviticus. 
II. In N.T. used in Heb. 9. 5 in the above sense. In 
Eom. 3. 25 it may be either (1) as above, (2) expiatory 
sacrifice, or (3) offering, as afterwards in Dion Chrysost. 
and the Byzantine writers. 
Also in Philo, ii. 150. 2. Used as an adj. in Joseph. Antiq. 
16. 7. 1 : fivrifw. iXaxTrqpiov. 

K0T07reTa(r/ita — 

= Ord. Gk. ■n-opaTTCTacr/Aa. 

I. In LXX. used often of the two veils or curtains in the 
temple at Jerusalem. 
II. In N.T. always of the innermost of the two curtains, 
Matt. 27. 51; Luke 23. 45; Heb. 9. 3. Also figura- 
tively of the body of Christ, Heb. 10. 20. 
Found also in Joseph., Philo, .Apocr., and Aristeas. 
Apparently entirely confined to Jewish usage. 

I. In LXX. almost always = what is evanescent, vain, 
empty; so = falsehood, emptiness, vanity. Especially 
following the meaning of the Heb. K1B', which it trans- 
lates = emptiness, in the sense of wickedness or impiety. 
Numerous instances of this. 
II. In N.T. 2 Pet. 2. 18, appar. = worthlessness. This 
sense prob. suits Eph. 14. 17 : ev fjLaraioTrjTi tov voos 
AvT&v. The other passage, Eom. 8. 20, seems to re- 
quire some such meaning as " fruitlessness," which is, 
of course, closely connected with those above. 

Occurs in no secular author except Pollux, 6. 134. 

oXoKaiJT<i>//.a — 

I. In LXX. translates usually Heb. rh)J, meaning " whole 

burnt-ofifering." 
IL So also in N.T. Mark 12. 33; Heb. 10. 6. 
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Phiyniclius mentions in his Appendix, p. 51, the forms 
IxripoKavTeiv, UpoKavreXv, oXoKavrelv, which last is only 
written so in Xen. Anab. 7. 8. 4 ; Joseph. Anfiq. 3. 9. 
171. Sometimes bX.oKavTovv, Xen. Gyr. 8. 3. 24; 
Joseph. Antiq. 1. 13. 40. Doubtful verb-form in Plut. 
ii. 694 B. The noun occurs once in Philo. Joseph, 
twice uses oXo/cavTaitrts. A form oXoKavrC^m is also 
found. 

TravTOKpaTuip — 

I. In LXX. a great many times. Always = Lord of Hosts. 
II. In N.T., nine times in Apocalypse, once in 2 Cor. itt 

sense of " Almighty.'' Exceedingly common in all the 
earliest Christian literature (cf. numerous examples in 
Harnack's notes on I. Clemens ad Corinthios). 
In the Greek Anthology, iv. 151. 

irarpiapx''^^ — 

A word presumably formed by the LXX. on the analogy 
of Heb. expressions with {J'Sh ("head ") and "IE* (" prince"), 
denoting leaders of tribes or families. About six times 
in the LXX. Directly transferred to the N.T., e.g. Acts 
2. 29 ; Heb. 7. 4. 
" Compounds in -ap^os usu. exchange this ending for -ap;^s 
in the N.T. and late Greek. That -apxTji was the usual 
termiuation in the apostolic age seems a legitimate infer- 
ence from the fact that the Eomans, in translatiag these 
words into Latin, used this or a similar form, e.g. 
' Alabarches,' Juv. i. 130; ' Tetrarches,' Hor. Sat. i. 3. 
12 " (Winer). 

irpocrivxv — 

I. In LXX. numerous instances in the sense of "prayer." 

II. In N.T. — (1) prayer, many instances ; (2) place of 
prayer. Acts 16.16: iropevo/jiivmv ij/x,Sv th t^v Trpocrevj^v. 

This last use in Philo, ii. 523. 22, etc.; Juv. Sat. i. 3. 
296, " proseucha " ; Joseph. Vita, 54 ; several Inscr. ; 
Cleomedes, 71. 16. 
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Trpocr-qXvro^ — 

I. In LXX. almost always translates Heb. nj = foreigner, 

' alien. So also in Philo. 

11. In N.T. three or four times, and always in the 
technical sense of one who has left some Gentile religion 
for Judaism. Literally = Lat. " advena." Winer ^ says 
on the form: "The verbal TrpocrjjA-uTos is immediately 
connected with such forms as e7n;A.vs, iJ,iT7jXvi, and is an 
extended formation, of which we find no examples in 
Greek authors." 

pavTiarfio s — 

I. In LXX. in four places, e.g. in phrase vSwp pavTurix.ov 
= water for sprinkling, so as to remove defilement. 
Always = sprinkling. 
II. In W.T. same sense. Used always with at/x,a. A 
technical term of ritual in the LXX. N"ot found in any 
secular author. The nearest approach is pai/ncrts in 
Achmes, a late waiter of the Christian era. 

irKX.7]poKapSla — 

I. In LXX. Deut. 10. 16 : Kot TrcpiTe/AEicr^e TTjV (TKXrjpo- 

KapSiav avTwv ; Jer. 4. i in the same connection. 
II. In N.T. three times in the same sense. 
The adj. o-KXy/poKapSios occurs in several places in the LXX. 



Adjectives 
dv6pu>'!rdp£(TK0's — 

I. In LXX. Ps. 52. 6, where it has nothing to corre- 
spond to it in the Hebrew text. 
II. In N.T. Eph. 6. & : p-ij kot' 6ff)6a\p,oBovkiav us av6pta- 

TrdpecTKOi. So Col. 3. 22. 
Lobeck compares avrdpecrKo?, ApolL de Conjunct. 504, and 

ox^odpea-Kos in Hesych. 
The adj. occurs in Theophil. 3. 14. 
The noun is found in Justin Martyr. 
1 P. 120. 
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A. a ^ £ i; T o s. XSs + ^£(1) = hewn out of stone, of hewn stone. 
I. In LXX. Deut. 4. 49 : t^v Xa^euT^i/. In apposition 

to a proper name. 
II. In KT., Luke 23. 53 : /xv^yna ka^evrov. Also in 

apocryphal Gospel of Mcodemus. Aquila has it several 

times in the Pentateuch. 
The verb Xa^evw occurs twice in Exodus, and once in 

Isaiah and Deuteronomy. 
Aafnicris, Schol. ad Theoc. 6. 18. 
X.a^iVT-^'s, Manetho, 1. 77. 

/totT^aXis — 

I. In LXX. — (1) ord. sense of " adulterous," e.g. Prov. 30. 
20 : Touxvrq 686s ymiaiKo^ /xoixaXCSo's, etc. ; (2) special 
religious sense of "unfaithful to God," derived from the 
idea of the relation between the Hebrew people and 
God as a marriage, e.g. Ezek. 23. 45 : /toixoXtSes dcri koI 
al/xa iv )(epcTiv avrStv. 
II. In KT. sense (2), e.g. Matt. 12. 39 : ■yeveo, irovripa koI 
/Aot^aXis (T7i)ji.uov iTn^rjT€L ; Jas. 4. 4 : /totjj^aXtSes ovk 
otSare on f) cj>iX,ia tov k6(t[ji,ov i^dpo^ tov Oeov Ka6i<rTaTai, 
(Westc-Hort). 

Late Greek degenerated to this manner of inflecting 
common adjectives. Cf. cruyyevis, called by PoUxix, 
ia^d.Tw's fiappapov ; evyevis, Joseph. Antiq. 7. 3. 371; 
apxT/erk, Inscr. Lesbos (end of third Macedonian 
War) ; Karaycoyt's, CIA. ii. 2 (c. 307 B.C.). 

Aristoph. the Grammarian (quoted by Lobeck) reckons among 
TO, acrvviqOri, to /jlol^tj koI /i6t;^is 8i' &v SrjXovraL ^ fioixaXis. 

/AoixaXis is found in Plut. Placit. Phil. i. 7. 371. 

<TK\rjpoTpaxrjko'i — 

I. In LXX. about six times. Always = Heb. phrase, 
fl^jj ilB'ip, meaning " hard of neck," i.e. obstinate. (Of. 

Cic. Verr. iii. 95 : tantis cervicibus est, quoted by 
Gesenius.) 
II. In N.T. Acts 7. 51 : a-Kk-qporpaxrikoL koX aTrcpCTfi.7]Toi, 
KaphCai's Koi ToTs uia-iv. 
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<TK\T]poTpa)(ri\Ca is found in Test. Duodecim Patriarch. 
§6. 

Ta7reivo<l>piav — 

I. In LXX. = humble, Prov. 29. 23: rovi 81 raTreivd- 
<j>pova's ipeiSii So^y Kvpios. 
II. In N.T. 1 Pet. 3. 8 in same sense. 
Used by Plut. ii. 336 E in the sense of " low-minded," 
The verb occurs in Ps. 130. 3. 

Verbs 

I. In LXX. always translates the Hiph'il C'lnn of Heb. 

verb mn, which has the sense of " devote to destruc- 

tion." In this sense freq. in the LXX. 
II. In KT. rather in the sense of "curse," without the 

semi-ritual shade of meaning which it has in the LXX. 

Three times. 
Derived from avade/jM, the parallel form to the Class. 

a,vd.6riix,a. Thus Moeris : avaSrum. omKcSs, ava^E/xa eXA.7;- 
• viKuK. Similar parallels are tvp-qixa in Aristoph., Plato, 

and Xen., and rupejua in PhUo, Dion. Halic, Strabo, 

and Galen. 
Theocr. 13. 2 : dyv^s ov^£/*a j^pvcroydvijs, 

dTroScKaTOtt) — 

L In LXX. (l) = pay tithes, e.gr.^Gen. 28. 22; Deut. 
26.12. 
(2) = exact tithes, 1 Sam. 8. 15. 
II. In N.T. (1) = (1) of LXX., Matt. 23. 23 ; Luke 18. 12. 

(2) = (2)of LXX., Heb. 7. 5. 
In the Church historian Socrates, 753 A = decimate. 



I. In LXX. a great many times in sense of " profane." 
II. In N.T. twice in precisely same sense. 
Occurs in Julian. Imperator, 228 Cj Heliodor. 2. 25. 
A noun jSe^S^Xeoo-is is found in the LXX. 
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iyKatvit, 0) — 

I. In LXX. — (1) = renew, 1 Sam. 11. 14: /cat ey/catvto-to- 
/AEi/ iKeLTrjv /Sao-tXeiW. So 2 Chron. 15. 8; Ps. 50. 11. 
(2) = consecrate, 1 Kings 8. 64 : koL iveKaivia-e tov 
oIkov tov Kvpiov. So Deut. 20. 5; 2 Chron. 7. 5; 
Prov. 22. 6. 
II. In KT. = (2) of LXX., Heb. 9. 18, 10. 20. 
Pound in Eustath. Opuse. 277-284 ; Byzant. writers. 

e^o/AoXoy eoD, i^o/xoXoyiofJiaL — 

I. In LXX. always middle. Direct imitation in usage 
of Heb. "b min = give praise to, e.g. 2 Sam. 22. 56 : 

k^o)i.o\oyq<TOixaL croi Kvpu iv rots t6ve(nv, etc. With 
accus. in Ps. 88. 6 : i^ofjioXoyi^a-ovTaL oi ovpavol to, 6av- 

IJ,oi(TI,d (TOV. 

II. In N.T. usually middle = give praise, honour to; e.g. 
Matt. 11. 25: l^oixokoyovp-aC <toi irdrip. 

Sometimes with varying shade of meaning = acknowledge 
joyfully, e.g. Apoc. 3. 5 : ef o/xoXoy^o-o/iat to ovo/jia avrov, 
though even here the use may be exactly parallel to the 
last instance quoted under the LXX. In one or two 
places = confess. 

This last sense belongs to the verb in Plut., who uses it 
about seven times. He has also the noun J^o^uoXoyrjerts 
in the same sense, ii. 987 D, i^o/xoXoyrjo-i's ^ttijs. The 
verb also in Lucian. 

« 
iiriya/jL^peva — 

I. In LXX. — (1) Enter into marriage relations with, e.g. 

Gen. 34. 9 : iiriyaixISpeuiTacrOai. fip-w ras Suyarepas vp,S>v 

8or£. (2) Become son-in-law to, e.g. 1 Sam. 18. 22 : koX 

(TV £7rtya/A/8fi£va-ov T<3 ySao-iXet. Perhaps = (1). (3) Fulfil 

the duty of a husband's brother. Gen. 38. 8 : ejrtya/x- 

ySpevcrai avrriv. 

IL In KT. in sense (3) of LXX., Matt. 22. 24. 
Appar. in no secular writer. Reference is made to the 
Schol. on Eurip. Orest. 574. Quite probably a collo- 
quial word, Cf. yafji.Pp6<s in Hom., Pind., Hdt., Tragg. 
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iepareveiv — 

I. In LXX. = discharge the duties of a priest. Numerous 

instances. 
II. In N.T. same sense, Luke 1. 8 : iv T<a Upareveiv avrov 
Pound nowhere before the LXX. Afterwards fairly 
common, e.g. Pausan. 4. 12. 6 ; Herodian, 5. 6 ; Joseph. 
Antiq. 3. 8. 1. Inscr. Mantinea (100 B.C.) : iiri Upeos 
. . . TopylwTTov . . . UpaTiva-avTos. Ionic form iepij- 
reveiv, found in several Inscrr. This may be an instance 
of the influence of Jewish Greek on the spoken 
language. For such, no doubt, there must have been. 
At the same time there is the other alternative, that the 
word was in common use in the spoken language 
before the LXX. was written. 

■7r\7jpo(f>ope<ii — 

I. In LXX. = persuade fully, Eccles. 8. 11 : iirXripo- 
(jiopTjOrj KapSia tov ^oirjcrat to Trovrjpov. 
II. In N.T. — (1) = fulfil, e.g. Luke 1. 1 : -rrepl tS>v imrkT]- 
po<liopr)p,evtov h> ■^fjuv irpay/iaTcoi' ; 2 Tim. 4. 5 : rrp' 
SiaKoviav crov '7rXrjpo<j>6prj<rov. (2) == sense in LXX., e.g. 
Rom. 14. 5 : l/catrros iv tco i8«j> vol ■!rXr)po<f>opei(T6<j). 
This reaches, in later writings, the sense of " be deter- 
mined," e.g. Patriarch. 1113 C: iirXrjpocliop-ijdTjv t^s 
dvaipeVecos avTov. Also in Byzantine writers = inform. 
Hence, in mod. Gk. irXiqpotfiopia = information. 

None of the words given above are found earlier than 
the LXX., and the few which do occur outside the Bible 
are usually met with in the Church writers of the 
Christian era. Yet some of the examples, such as i^ofio- 
Xoyea, iTriyafi/Bpeva), and lepareveo, while, at first sight, they 
appear to be formed on the analogy of particular Hebrew 
words, by their sporadic currency, suggest other explana- 
tions of their existence. It is certainly possible that the 
LXX., giving literary form, as it did, to the spoken 
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language of the time, may have also brought into a 
gradually widening currency words and senses of words 
previously unknown. The influence of Judaeo-G-reek 
conceptions on the Greek language of the period is an 
interesting subject for investigation, if there were any- 
thing like actual data on which to base it. Yet it would 
be hazardous to push any such hypothesis when the 
alternative one is so natural, viz. that words which 
apparently are confined to the Bible were in use in 
everyday life, and were adopted by the translators of 
the Old Testament as the nearest equivalents of the 
Hebrew text before them. But the majority of the 
terms just examined show undoubted traces of Hebrew 
influence, and they are only representatives of a large 
class. 

3. The group of words common to the LXX. and 
New Testament which comes next in order, consists 
neither of religious terms nor of terms connected 
specially with Jewish ideas or usages. We find a large 
class of words denoting ordinary conceptions of everyday 
life which are found to have exceptional meanings in 
the LXX. and New Testament. Isolated instances of 
them appear in late authors. 

The question for us is : How did they enter into the 
vocabulary of the New Testament ? Was it through 
the medium of the LXX., as many scholars believe, or 
was it through the colloquial language of the time ? 
The facts themselves are our only evidence. They are 
illustrated by the following examples : — 
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Nouns 
aTTOtrrao'iov — 

I. In Class. Lit. only in phrase airoo-Tao-i'ou 8oc^ = action 
brought against a freedman for forsaking his Trpoo-Tarijs, 
e.g. Demos. 790. 2. 
II. In LXX. always translates Heb. nwns = " cutting-off 
from marriage," i.e. divorce. Invariably in the phrase 
PipXiov aTTooTcuriov = bill of divorce. 
III. In N.T. twice in phrase fil^Xiov anrocTTaa-Cov. Once 
dirocTTacriov alone, Matt. 5. 31. 
The word occurs in Simocates, a Byzantine writer (a.d. 
600) = dirdo-roo-ts, revolt. 

hut IX a — 

I. In Class. Lit. = house, hall, even family. 

II. In LXX. almost uniformly translates Heb. il, mean- 
ing "roof of a house," e.g. 2 Sam. 16. 22: koX cmjfov 
ryjv (TKrjvijv t<3 'A/Secrcakw/ji, cti to Su/xa. 
in. In JSr.T. iavariably = flat roof, e.g. Matt. 24. 17: o 8c 
«7ri Tov Bia/iaTOi firj KarajSaTOi. 

In mod. Gk. SZ/jm = terrace. 

Jerome {Epist. ad Suniam) says : Saj/xa in orientalibus 
provinciis dicitur quod apud Latinos tectum. 

€K(7Ta(7tS 

I. In ordinary Greek used mainly of a condition of the 
mind of the nature of utter distraction caused by a 
shock. So freq. in Hippocrates. Combined with 
fjieraPoXri in Plut. ii. 393 D. Used by him of mental 
shock, i. 276 A ; of love-sickness, ii. 623 C. 
Aretseus (a.d. 80), an imitator of Hippocrates, defines 
£KO-Tacrts as /xavia ^povioi avevOev TrvpeTOv. 
II. In LXX. it has a curious variety of uses. It translates 
several Hebrew words meaning respectively — (1) slander, 
e.g. Ifum. 13. 33: i^rjveyKav eKo-racriv; (2) agitation, 
trouble, 2 Chron. 29. 8: iKo-raa-Lv Kal crvpLa-ij.6v; (3) 
desire, wish, Ps. 30. 23 : ciira Iv ry fKcrracrti ; (4) 
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most freq. = terror, fear ; translates two separate words, 
e.g. Ezek. 26. 16: iKtrraa-a iKcrrrjcrovTaL ; 1 Sam. 11. 7: 
iTrrjiKOiv iKCTTacrK Kvpiov im tov Xaov larpar/X. 
The root idea in the various expressions, taking them in 
common, appears to be "disturbance of mind," from a 
strong to the weakest sense. Curiously enough, the 
expression e/ccTTao-et Stavotixs occurs in Deut. 28. 28, 
parallel to Plutarch's EKo-racris rC>v Xoyicr/jLuiv. 
III. In N.T.— (1) technical use = "trance," e.g. Acts 10. 10 : 
iyivero eir avrov eKO-racri'; (the state into which Peter 
fell when he saw the vision regarding Cornelius). 
Always in connection with "visions.'' (2) Bewilder- 
ment, e.g. Mark 5. 42 : i^iarrjo-av . . . iKcrToiaei (the 
feelings of the onlookers at the raising of Jairus' 
daughter) ; Acts 3. 10 : k-TrXria-d-qtrav Odfiftovs Kai cKcrra- 
o-ctos (at the healing of the lame man by Peter). 
The first group of passages has a semi-technical meaning, 
the parent of the modern strict sense of "ecstasy." 
The second group has a far weaker meaning than the 
others, and evidently expresses simple astonishment, a 
considerable modification of its use in non-Biblical 
Greek authors. 

KaracTToX rj — ■ 

I. Pr. KaTtto-TeXXo) = put in order, fit out, e.g. Eurip. Bacch. 

933 : ir'koKafx.ov. But chiefly = restrain, e.g. Epictet. 

Diss. 3. 19. 5: t^v imOvixiav ; Plut. ii. 207 E: roiis 

veovs. The noun in non-Biblical writers usu. = quietness 

in appearance, attire, e.g. Plut. Pericl. 5 : Karaa-ToXi] t^s 

irtpt/SoX'^s. 
II. In LXX. Isa. 61. 3 : KaTacrroXriv Sofjjg avrX TTvevfiaro? 

aK7]8ias, where it translates Heb. riDVD, meaning veil or 

garment. 
III. In N.T. 1 Tim. 2. 9 : yuvaiKas iv KaraerToX^ Kotr/j-ita, 

where the context and the epithet seem to demand the 

meaning "dress," "attire." Plut. ii. 65 D has the 

verb KttTacrToXt'^o) = vestire. 
Hesych. : KaTao-ToXijv irepi/SoXi^v. Undoubtedly a number 
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of instances are cited from Hippocrates, where it seems 
to mean " modesty in appearance." Ellicott holds there 
is no authority for the meaning " dress," and calls it 
" deportment as exhibited externally, whether in look, 
manner, or dress." But the evidence already cited 
seems to us ample. 

vvjx^-q — 

I. In Class. Lit. = bride, young wife, or marriageable girl. 
Then = nymph. 
II. In LXX. out of thirty-four passages, in thirty-three 
it translates Heb. n?3, which means^(l) bride ; (2) 
daughter-in-law, in which sense alone it is found in 
Gen. 11. 31, 38. 11; Lev. 18. 15, 20. 12; Euth 1. 6, 
2. 20, 4. 15 ; 1 Kings 4. 20 ; 1 Chron. 2. 4. 

III. In N.T. = daughter-in-law, Luke 12. 53 : ■n-evOepa cttI 
Tr)v vv/jLcjirjv Kal vvfjLijirj im, ttjv TrevOepdv. So in Matt. 
Cf. Joseph. Antiq, 5. 9. 1 : ovk iKapripow Se Sia^euy- 
vvjxevai avrrj^ ai vviJLej>a,i. 

6^vpoiiJ,a — - 

I. In Class. Lit. = fortress, Xen. 

II. In LXX. — (1) very of ten = fortress ; (2) metaph. use 
= that in which confidence is placed, e.g. Prov. 10. 29 : 
6^pmp,a ocriov <^oj8os Kvpiov ; Prov. 21. 22; KaOeTXev to 
6)(ypwiJ.a iff) <o iTreirovBecrav oi daejSeis. 

IIL In N.T. last sense, 2 Cor. 10. 4 : Swara . . . irpos 
Ka6aip€(nv 6)(yp(o/Ji,d.TO)V. 
Cf. Philo, de Ahrah. 38 : tov iTTLTeixto'/J.ov rdv ivavriuiv 
8o^S)v KaOaipeXv (Alford). 

TrpocrwTTOv — 

I. In Class. Lit. = face, front, mask, character, person. 
II. In LXX. — (1) ordinary senses of " face " ; (2) metaph. 
sense. Gen. 2. 6 : iTron^e irai/ to TrpoaioTrov t^s y^s; 
Ps. 104; 30 : dvaKatvicts to Trpoa-wirov Trji yrjs. 

III. In N.T. — (1) ordinary meanings; (2) special sense 
as above = outward appearance, " species externa " ; 
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Luke 12. 56: to TrpoaioTrov T^s y^s koL tov ovpdvov; 
Jas. 1. 11 : ^ einrpeTTtM tov irpoa-unrov gtirov airoiXeTO, 

prifia — 

I. In Class. Lit. = (1) word ; (2) phrase. 

II. In LXX. in overwhelming majority of oases = Hebrew 
131, meaning (1) word, hut in these places (2) thing, 
occurrence. 
III. In N.T. — (1) Ordinary meaning in all its varieties; 
(2) sense as in LXX. Lnike 1. 37 : oiiK dSwaT^o-ei Trapo. 
Tw 6im irav prjp.a; Acts 10. 37: TO y€v6iJ,evov p^pM', 
5. 32 : ^yuecs itrixh/ piapTvpes tS>v pi]p,a.Tiav tovtwv. In all 
these places p^/xa = occurrence. A suggestion of this 
usage found in the semi-parallel use of Xoyos, e.g. Soph. 
Aj. 1288 : el <xov y 68' avr)p ovS eirt crp,iKpSiV Xdyuv . . . 
£T tcxet p,vrj<TTiv, where Xoyos seems quite colourless. 
Also in Plato, e.g. in Phil. 33 C : eav irpoi \6yov ■§, 
where Xdyos = the matter in hand. 

Verbs 
aSvvaTtoi — 
I. In Class. Lit. in Plato and Aristot. = want strength, be 

unable to do anything. 
II. In LXX. = be impossible, e.g. Job 42. 2 : TravTo Svvaa-ai, 
aSvvaTii St croi ovSiv ; Zech. 8. 6 : et aSuvaTijtret kvutTnov 
tS)V KUTaXoi'Triav p,r] ivunriov p,cyu aSwar^o'Ci. 
IIL Twice in N.T. Same sense, Matt. 17. 20 : epeirc t(3 
opei TOVTio- perdjia tvBev eKti koX /leTa^ijo'eTai. koi ovScv 
aSwaTijarei, vpiiv ; Luke 1. 37 : ovk aSvvarijo-ei Trapa. 
TOV Oiov Trav pT]p.a (v.l. irapa T<a flew). Cf. Polyb. 16. 
33. 3 : ore Ti TovTOiv d^pctcoSev aSvvarrjcreif. The word 
is extraordinarily common in Philo, and yet apparently 
always in the ordinary sense. 

air K p Lv Hi — 
I. In Class. Lit. — (1) distinguish, separate; (2) middle = 
answer. (A few other subordinate senses.) 

II. In the LXX. in a vast majority of instances it translates 
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Heb. nay, which is constantly used in the sense of 
" beginning to speak," i.e. " taking up the conversation." 
III. In KT. — (1) answer (usually with passive forms); 
(2) over a dozen instances of the peculiar usage already 
mentioned when the verb is used of a person beginning 
to speak, and not answering any question, but at the 
same time referring to something that has gone before, 
e.g. Matt. 17. 4 : airoKpifltls 8e 6 IXeTpos em-ev t<3 'liqa-ov 
(with reference to the scene on the mountaia of trans- 
figuration). Bengel says : " Eespondit non modo qui 
rogatus est sed cui causa loquendi est data." 

KpCviO — 

I. In Class. Lit. — (1) pick out; (2) decide; (3) judge or 

estimate ; (4) accuse ; (5) condemn. 
II. In LXX. a number of passages ia Judges, where 
Kpivetv Tov Xoov is used in the sense of " govern." Con- 
stantly in this sense throughout the O.T., e.g. 2 Kings 
15. 5 ; Kat vtos TOV /SatriXeMS «rt t(3 ouccd Kpivoiv tov Xaov 
Tyjl yrp; Ps. 2. 10 : koX vvv ySao-iXcis OTJi/ETE- iraihevB-qTe 
Travres o'l k/jivovtcs t'^v y^v, etc. etc. It translates 
the Heb. tSSE', which has this sense constantly; cf. 
" suffetes " (same word) for chief rulers of Carthage. 
Cf. Sap. Salom. i. 1 : aywrrrjaaTe. SiKawoTJvrjv ol KpivovTei 
TTjv yrpi, on which Grimm says : " The special term 
Kpiveiv, instead of the more general Kvpieveiv or ^aa-iXeveiv, 
according to the Hebrew usage, because in the East the 
pronouncing of judgment was a chief function of the 
ruler." 
III. In N.T. the ordinary senses of "estimate," "judge," 
"decide," "condemn," as in Class. Greek. But in 
several places it follows the sense noted imder the LXX., 
e.g. Matt. 19. 28 : oTav KaOiorj 6 utos tov dvOpionov £iri 
Opovov Soirj's avTOV, KaOio'tcrOe koL avTol ctti 8uiSeKa Opovovs 
KpivovTK Toiii SiiSeKa (ftvXas tov lo'parjX ; 1 Cor. 6. 3 
ovK otSare on dyyeXov? KpivoviJ,€v ; cf. Artemid. ii. 12. 56 
Kpiveiv yap to apx^i-v lAeyov ot TraXatot ; Joseph. Antt. 5. 3. 1 
XafijSdva Tfapa tov TrX'^dov'S ap^rp/ 3>a-Te Kpiveiv tov Xaov. 
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Opoiu) — 
I. In Class. Lit. — (1) cry aloud, Aesch., Soph. ; (2) utter 

aloud, Aesch., Soph., Eur. 
II. In LXX. used to translate Hebrew nnn = be disquieted 
in mind, Cant. 5. 4 : koL t] koiXm //.ov iOpcyijOrj eir avrov. 

III. In N.T. same sense, Matt. 24. 6 : Spare firj OpoeicrOe ; 
Mark 13.7: ora-v 8e aKOVcrrjTe iroXifJiovi Kat a/coas iroA.e/iO)i/ 
fir] OpoeicrOi ; 2 Thess. 2. 2 : eis to jX-q ra^ews (rakeuOrjvaj. 
vfia's aTTo Tov vooi /tijSe 6poeicr6ai. Cf. an epigram quoted 
by Jacobs : airr] re/coBcra irapOevo's 7rciA.11/ /xevei, koi /jltj 
OporjOy's tari yap to iraiSiov Oeoi, where, according to 
Lobeck, fir/ Opo-qOfji — ^.r] 6avp.a(rri<s. 

\iKfJi,a (1) — 
I. In Class. Lit. = winnow, Horn. Xen. 
II. In LXX. — (1) Winnow, three or four instances. (2) 
Scatter, e.g. 1 Kings 14. 15 : koi XiK/jn^crei avTovi airo 
iripav TOV ■Trora/xov ; Ezek. 29. 12: XiKp.rjo'Oi avTOVi eh 
ras xiLpa.';; Job 27. 21 : XiKfirjo-ei avrov Ik rov tottov 
avrov (in this passage a diiferent Heb. word = hurl out 
of sight). (3) Dan. 2. 44 : (Theodot.) : Xetrrwel Kal 
XiKp/qaei Traaai ras ;8acrtA.£tas Ka\ avrr] avaa'Tt/o'eTai ets 
Toiis aiSi/as, where XiKpAai translates a Chaldean word 
= make an end of. The LXX. translates here 
d(j>avL(rei. 

in. In KT. Matt. 21. 44: J^' 8r 8' &v irio-y [5 X»os] 
XiK/xTja-ei aiirov (omitted by Tischendorf ; Westcott-Hort 
and Lachmann bracket it) ; Luke 20. 18 : iras o Trea-ibv err 
eKeivov rov Xidov (TVv6Xacr6ri(rerai- e<j) ov 8' av rretrri Xm- 
fi-iqa-eL avrov ; Sir John Cheke transl. : " It will drive him 
like dust awai." The sense of A.V., " grind to powder," 
is exaggerated. " Scattering " is the ruling notion, as 
in the LXX. Carr (on Luke 20. 18) suggests that the 
idea comes from a mode of winnowing common in 
Egypt, in which a "tribulum" was drawn over the 
com by which the grain was separated and the straw 
broken, after which the corn was again winnowed with 
a fork. Thus the notion of breaking and crushing is 
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clearly associated with winnowing, and that ia the 
neighbourhood of Alexandria. 

/jLmpaCvo) — 

I. In Class. Lit. = play the fool, Aesch., Eur., Xen. In 
Pass. = be stupefied, Aristot. 

II. In LXX. = make foolish, e.g. Isa. 19. 11: ol a-ocjiot 
(rvf.i,j3ovX.oi, 7) jSmiXr) avrlav /JLotpavOrjcreTai ; Jer. 10. 13: 
i/jLtapdvOt] irSs 3.v6pw7ros otto yviacreoyi ; Isa. 44. 25 : t'^v 
PovX.rjv avT&v fj,<i>paivwv. 

IIL In N.T.— (1) = sense in LXX. Eom. 1. 22: ^<£o-KovTes 
cTvai (70<^oi ifitopavBrjcrav j 1 Cor. 1. 20: i/jLiapavtv 6 Oeb's 
rrjv (TocfiLav. (2) Make tasteless, insipid; Matt. 5. 13: 
iav Si ... TO aXa fLinpavGy, iv Ttvt aprvOijcreTai ; For 
interchange of meaning between folly and insipidity, the 
commentators compare "sapere," "sapientia," "insi- 
pidus." Sal, sales = wit. Late Greek, aXes. " Insulsus " 
= stupid. Cf . Dioscor. (quoted by Wetstein) : pC^ai 
yivcrafievia /jLotpai. 

TraToia'croi — 

I. In Class. Lit. = beat, or smite, Horn., Tragg., Oratt., 
Plato. In Demos. Aristocr. 645 : ear Xi'^os rj fu'Xov rj 
(TtSrjpoi rj ri toiovtov i/jLTreirov irarafij . . . avTo S' 
elSrj ... TO Tov (JMvov elpya(riJ,£vov, it means apparently 
"kill." 

II. In LXX. almost always translates Heb. nan (Hiph'il 
of nD3 not used) = " smite," but especially in the follow- 
ing two senses — (1) Kill, e.g. Ex. 2. 12 ; kuI ■jraTa^os tov 
AlyvTTTiov, eKpwj/ef avTOV ; Judg. 3. 31: /cat lira.Ta^&i 

Tovs aXXo<^vA,oDs eis cfaKoo-ious avSpas. So constantly. 
(2) Visit with evil (sickness, calamity, etc.), e.g. Deut. 
28. 22: TraTa|ai o-e Kvpws iv airopia, koX Trvpirw ; Isa. 
14. 6 : TTttTafas iOvos '"'^Vyfi avcaTO). 

III. In N.T.— (1) Ordinary sense = smite. (2) Kill, Matt. 
26. 31 : Trardiw tov Troifieva /cat tiacTKop-ina-OrfcrovTai to. 
7rpo'/?aTa (qn. fr. LXX.) j Acts 7. 24. (3) = (2) under 
the LXX. ApOC. 11. 6: i^ova-iav Ixovaiv . . . TraTo^ai 



128 SOURCES OF NEW TESTAMENT GEEEK 

rrjv y^" ^^ Traa-Q irXr/yg; Acts 12. 33: 7rapoxp?/*a 8e 
erraTalev avrov ayycXos Kvpiov. 



(Tvvaya 

I. In Class. Lit. = "bring together," in every possible sense. 
II. In LXX. ia tbe sense of " entertain," but almost always 
with eis oTkov and the like, e.g. Judg. 19. 15 : kol ovk 
hxTiv avijp 6 <rwd.yu>v airoiis ets tov oIkov ; 2 Sam. 11. 29 : 
crwQyayev avrrjv et? tov oikov avrov; Gen. 29. 22: 
cnniriyayev Sc AaySav -n-avTa? Toiis avSpas tov toitov Kai 
i-iroiTja-ev ya.fx.ov. Also the curious phrase in 2 Bangs 5. 3 : 
TOTi a/irocruvd^ii avTov ajro t^s XeTrpas avrov = receive a 
leper into intercourse, i.e. when cured. dirooTJva^ei 
translates the same word as in the other instances. 
III. In N.T. (1) ordinary sense common ; (2) entertain. 
Matt. 25. 35 : Revo's ^/aijv koX (ruvr]ya.yeTi fi.€, etc. 

This word marks colloquial growth. The addition cts tov 
oTkov (LXX.) gradually fell away. 

Cf. Plut. Symp. ii. 10, p. 643 : ia-TiaTuip dv^pujrovs ovre 
8u/f<li/Tas dicraiJTCos ovre TretvSvras cw Tavro avvayayusv ; 
Plut. ii. 1097 E: anivdyeiv Io-tmo-iv ; Strabo, 14, p. 948: 
o-vvdyav (rvfjuroa-ia. Weiss refers to Xen. Cyr. 5. 3. 11 
for the same signification. Perhaps the beginnings of 
.the usage are seen in expressions like a-vvdyeiv ivcro-LTia 
in Plato, etc. Possibly also a-wdyeiv diro <ruiJi,^okS>v = 
have a picnic, Diphil. Z<oyp. 2. 28. 

One or two subordinate groups of words remain yet to 
be noticed in this section. 

4. A certain class of words occurs both in the LXX. 
and the New Testament, which scholars have been accus- 
tomed to call " Alexandrian." These have no immediate 
connection with Hebrew influences, and they are certainly 
almost unknown outside the sphere of Biblical Greek. 
It might seem, therefore, a legitimate assumption that 
their appearance ia the New Testament is due to the 
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influence of the LXX. Still, there are stray evidences 
from one quarter or another which make it highly prob- 
able that they formed part of the popular speech of the 
time, and which afford us an additional reason for ceasing 
to speak of an " Alexandrian " dialect, — a custom appar- 
ently due to the need of some convenient phrase for 
covering a group of facts regarding which our data are 
extremely meagre. The following are typical instances, 
and serve to show how far we are entitled to make 
inferences from the actual facts : — 

dXttryjj/ta — 

This noim occurs in the N.T. Acts 15. 20 : wire)(€a-6ai, rZv 

dXtcryij/iaTiov tSv €i8<oX<i>v (ia speech of St. James). The 

same idea is expressed ia ver. 29 by elSaXoOvratv. 

Hesych. on the word says : 'AXia-yrnj^dTiav t^s fiera- 

A.iji/f£o)S Tmv //.(apSiv 6v(Tiu)v. 
The verb aXicryeia occurs only in the LXX. Dan. 1. 8 

(Theodot.) : ottms fir] aXiayrjB^ ev tu SeraTu rov /Jao-iXecos ; 

Mai. 1. 7 : aprous ^Xtoyij/ici'ons ; ver. 12 : Tpaintp. Kvpiav 

riXiayT]fs.4v7] icrri. In all these places it translates Heb. 

Pual Ptcp. of i>sa = pollute. 
So Hesych. : aXuryovvTes- p.oXvvovTei, /xiatvovres. A Schol. 

on Mai. 1. 7, explains by fi£[ji,oXva-fievovi. 

a.fi.^iaLi,(D — 

L In LXX. Job 29. 14 : hiKcuofriv-qv Se evSeSTjKeiv, rjfuJMa- 
crdfuiv Se Kpi/jui 'era SnrXotSi ; Job 40. 5 : dvaXa^Se 8^ v\j/os 
Koi Svva/jLiv, Soiav Se icat rifJiTiv d/ic^iWat. (So S A.) 
n. In N.T. Luke 12. 28 : « Se . . . Tor x^P™" • • ■ » 

6e6s ovTios aij4iiaiu. (So Lachm., Westc-Hort.) 
TO p-h/ ap^Utfn etrrt koivcos, to Sc d/i^id^o) AcoptKoi/, uicnrep to 
viroTTic^tt) Koi inroTTidiw, Cram. Anecdot. Oxon. ii. 338. 31 
(quoted by Grimm). The verb occurs in Diod. 16. 11 ; 
Plut. ii. 120 B; Anthol. in. 12; Inscrr. Noun d/i</>t- 
ao-ts in Job 22. 6, 38. 9 ; d/i<^iW/Lio, Luc. Cyn. 17 ; 
9 
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d7ra/x<^ta^(o, Plut. ii. 406 D ; Philo, several times. Cf. 

TTOta = iroirj. 

d7roKe<^aA.if 10 — 

I. In LXX. Ps. 151. 7 : d5reKe<^d\to-a avrov (David and 

Goliatli). 
II. In N.T. Matt. 14. 10 : koI irc/ti/fas aTreKe^dXuTiv 'Iwawr/v 

iv ry ^uXaKjJ. So Mark 6. 16; Luke 9. 10 (always in 

the story of the Baptist). 
Cf. Dion Cass. 71. 28 : uo-i-e d7roK£<^aA.ia-^ei/Tos oiSe Trfv 

KitjtaX-qv avTov ihilv {nre/jLuvev ; Arrian, Artem. Oneiroc. 

1. 35. Lobeok says it is never found in Attic, and 

compares " decollare " in Plautus. 
Plut. de Is. et Osir. uses dn-o/ce^aXwr/ios. Strabo, 531, has 

diroK£<^a\ta-T)7S. 

i/XTraiy/xos — 

= Mockery. LXX. and N.T. Apparently no instances 
in Attic of i/jLwai^u) in the sense of " mock " = ■Trpoa-iral^w 
or KaTairai^oi. Once in this sense in Herodotus. As 
Kutherford observes, it might be expected that this 
sense would present itself on the analogy of Latin 
" illudo," " ifi.TraiKTri's, €/Airaty/xa, £//,7raty|nds, Alexandrina 
setas protulit " (Lobeck). 

€VO)Tt^O//.a t — 

I. In LXX. exceedingly often (about thirty times) = give 

ear to. Gen. 4. 23, etc. etc. Usually translates Heb. 

J'tsn, derived from the Hebrew noun tTk= "ear." 

II. In N.T. only Acts 2. 14. Sturz considers Vorst to have 

proved that the word was in existence in the " vulgar " 

. speech before the LXX. Stier quotes a parallel Latin 
form, "inaurire," from Lactantius. Often in later 
writers, such as Gregory Nazianzen and Zonaras. 

€^o\eOp€vui (or i^oXo0pevu>) — 

I. In LXX. an innumerable number of times, to translate 
about seven different Hebrew words = destroy, kill. 
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II. In KT. only in Acts. 

Scliol. Aristoph. Plut. 443 : iioXoOpevrtKayrepov ; Joseph. 
Antiq. 8. 4. 280 : koI irav iioX.o6ptv(Tu> crov to yivos. 
(But Niese reads efoXco-u.) Plut. i. 965 E. Often in 
Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs. The noun i^oXeO- 
p£t)o-ts in Josephus. 

Porm 6ko{e)6p€vav. Philo, Leg. Alleg. ii. 9. 1 : coi rhv 
oXoBpeuovTa etcreXflciv ; Etym, Mag. : oXkvtw 6 ia-riv 
oXodpeveiv. So also Schol. Eurip. Hippol. 535 ; Anfhol. 
Pal. i. 57 ; Suidas : oXco-Kef oXoOpeia ; Krebs (quoted 
by Sturz) : "vox est mere Alexandrina." 

i^vTrvL^o) — 

I. In LXX., e.g. 1 Kings 3. 15 : Kal e^mvia-Or] 'SioXo/j.iav ; 
Judg. 16. 13 : i^TTViaBi] ex tov vttvov. 
II. In N.T. John 11. 12: iropevofjMi tva i^virvuru) avrov. 
Condemned by the Grammarians Phrynichus, Moeris, 
Herodian, Thomas. 
E.g. Phryn. 200 : l^TrvicrOyjvai, ov ^p^ Xiyav aXX' d^vir- 
'vurOrjvat. Found in Plut'ii. 979 C ; M. Antonin. 6. 31 : 
KoX i^vTrvurdel? irdXiv koI evvo^cras on ovtipoi croi rfviii^ovv. 
Often in Church writers and the Testament of the 
Twelve Patriarchs, cfinrvos in Joseph. Antiq. 11. 3. 2; 
M. Antonin. 10. 13. 

-£ V S O K I a — 

I. In LXX., e.g. Ps. 18. 15 : Kal la-ovrai ets evSoKiav to Xoyia 

TOV oToimTos fiov ; and elsewhere, especially in Psalms. 
II. In N.T. repeatedly, e.g. Luke 10. 21 : o«t<os iyivero 
evSoKia €iJ.irpo(T$ev a-ov. Usually = goodwill. Eom. 10. 1 : 
57 evSoKia T^s iiirjs KopSias = eager desire. The verb 
evSoKeoj (often in LXX. and N.T.) is exceptionally 
common in Polybius and Diodorus. It was evidently a 
"common" word. 



iepaTivp.a — 

= iepets. I. In LXX. Eepeatedly in this sense in the 
Pentateuch. 
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II. In N.T. 1 Pet. 2. 5, same sense. Sturz quotes it as 
an instance of an Attic formation which finds place in 
Alexandrian Greek, the abstract for the concrete. So 
i^ovOiv-qixa for iiovdevijOek in Ps. 21. 6. Parallel to 
places like Plato, Timse. iii. 24 D : iraiStv/xa = ■TraiScuSeis. 

IxeyaXeLOTTjs — 

Several times in LXX. and KT. = majesty. 
Plutarch is quoted by Lobeck as pointing out that Chrysippus 
brought in many unwonted words into philosophy, as 
;(api£VT0Ti7s, KaXoTr]^, fi^yoXoTiq^, etc. A great mass of 
words of this formation is said to be found in the 
Scholiasts belonging to this time. The word occurs iu 
Athense. L 6. 130. The adj. is found in Xen., Joseph., 
Polyb. 

5. The last important subdivision of words which it 
is possible to regard as having passed into the vocabulary 
of the New Testament through the influence of the 
LXX. is that which may be briefly designated as Nevj 
Gom'pound Words. A large number of these appear 
only in the LXX. and New Testament. But it has been 
already noted more than once that this is one of the 
most characteristic phenomena of the later language. 
So that we need not be astonished at finding a special 
group of " Compounds " peculiar to the Biblical writers. 
It is only surprising that this is not wider in range than 
it is, seeing that the Biblical writings are the only 
monuments of the spoken language, strictly so called, 
which we possess. 

The following are instances of this class : — 

Nouns — 

aTravyaa-fjia, iyKacvia, i/JLTraLKTrj'S, rjTTr)iJ,a, Karavufis, Kwroi- 
KTjnjpiov, KavxTjCK, (Jtsyakuiaiivrj, ixeroiK^a-ia, opKOi/ioaCa, 
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TrapwinKpa<Tix.6<s, TreiroiOrjcrK, TrpwroroKia, VTraKorq, mroX'^viov, 
xxniprjixa, ij/evSoirpofjirriTrji. 

Adjectives — 

aKaTaor;^£Tos, d/cpoywi'tatos, dXXoyeyijs, ave^i^vtacTTOs, airepi- 
Tfi/qro's, Sv(TJ3a<TraKT6s, eTrcKarapaTos, /ioytXaXos, ved<^VTOs, 
6Xiy6tj/v)(OS, TrpoiTOTOKos, (rrjTo^poiTO?. 

Verbs — 

ayaOoiroUu), a.va£f!ivvvfji.L, dirot^^eyyo/Aat, aVTorroKpLvonai, 
Stayoyyw^o), iK^Tjridi, iKp.VKTt]pL^(a, iKircipatfn, iKiropveuu), 
iKpitpm, ifJLTripnraTiui, IvSlSvo-ko), ivSo^d^io, evevXeyeo), 
h'Ta<j>i.d^(i}, i^ao-TpoLTTTUi, c^ovSeveo), iiravaTravw, iTncftavcrKw, 
KaTaKav)(aoiJi,ai, Ka.TaKXijpovop,iui, KaTavvcr(Tu>, Kkv^uivitppjii, 
Kparaioo), 6p6oTOfi,iu), '}rapa.t,r]X6o), crvveyiipo), (TKavSaXi^w, 
viroaTputwv[ji.i. 



CHAPTEE X 

Discussion of the general Question of the Influence 
OF the LXX. on the Vocabulary of the New 
Testament, based on the Eesults reached 

After the inquiries concluded in last section, it ought 
to be possible to give some more or less definite answer 
to the question : What is the influence of the Septuagint 
on the vocabulary of the New Testament ? 

A few statistics must be recalled. 

1. An overwhelming majority of the words which 
make up the vocabulary of the New Testament is pre- 
Aristotelian. In fact, 80 per cent, of the whole number 
dates from before 322 B.C. 

(a) A great part of these consists of words which 
denote concrete ideas. 

a. Many of them naturally bear the same meaning 
in the New Testament as they do throughout the whole 
course of Greek literature. 

/3. A certain number, however, show peculiar significa- 
tions in the New Testament which are paralleled by 
similar uses in the LXX. But from constant traces of 
cognate meanings in contemporary writers, and those, in 
particular, as they approach the common vernacular, we 
are only entitled to say that the special meanings are 

134 
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due to and derived from the ordinary spoken language 
of the time. 

(&) This portion of the New Testament language also 
includes a large number of words which are designations 
of abstract ideas. 

a. Of these, a great many, just as in the former class, 
either have the same significations in the New Testament 
as in other Greek books of all periods, or show the 
influence of the colloquial language of the day by various 
modifications of their original usage, and diverging shades 
of meaning belonging to a late date in the history of the 
Greek tongue. 

;8. There is another group of terms, however, which 
falls under this heading, and which has been already 
designated as " religious and theological." The words 
which express them are, in great measure, ordinary 
Greek words, but many of these, at least, have been 
adapted to this use by the translators of the Old 
Testament. Accordingly, these words have had a special 
colour imparted to them by the Hebrew content with 
which they have been filled, although it must be said 
that they, in particular, have been chosen because they 
offered easy points of junction for the new meanings 
which they were destined to have. And so they form 
a sort of theological terminology which has naturally 
become a model for the New Testament writers. Yet it 
must be borne in mind that while we have in the New 
Testament over three hundred words altogether which 
have a special " Biblical " meaning, only about one 
hundred of these occur with a similar sense in the LXX., 
i.e. about 35 per cent, of the whole. 
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2. The remaining portion of the New Testament 
vocabulary consists of about nine hundred and fifty words 
which are not found in any author previous to the death 
of Aristotle. Of these, about five hundred and fifty, 
roughly speaking, are " Biblical," i.e. found either in the 
New Testament alone, or, besides, only in the LXX. To 
go a step farther, nearly four hundred of the last-men- 
tioned group are absolutely peculiar to the New Testa- 
ment, leaving about one hundred and sixty common to the 
New Testament and LXX., and found in no other place. 
We have already given a pretty full analysis of these one 
hundred and sixty words, showing that a number of them 
are probably formations by the writers of the LXX. on 
the model of Hebrew terms, or, at least, distinct adapta- 
tions of Greek forms to express Semitic conceptions ; 
while the rest are either late words, in whose case it is 
merely an accident of history that they are only found 
in Biblical writers, or special phenomena of the popular 
dialect with perhaps a certain amount of local 
colouring. 

The influence of the Septuagint on the New Testa- 
ment vocabulary has often been, and is still, absurdly 
exaggerated. It is no wonder that misconceptions in 
regard to this matter prevail, when a scholar like the late 
Dr. Hatch goes the length of saying : ^ " The great 
majority of New Testament words are words which, 
though for the most part common to Biblical and to 
contemporary secular Greek, express in their Biblical use 
the conceptions of a Semitic race, and which must 
consequently be examined by the light of the cognate 
1 Essays in Biblical Greek, p. 34. The italics are ours. 
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documents which form the LXX." This is simply not 
the case. Assuredly, the documents which form the 
LXX. shed valuable light on the language of the New 
Testament. But why ? Because they are the only 
other records we possess of the current popular speech 
prevailing at the time. Dr. Hatch compares the use of 
Greek by the Jews to that of English by a Hindoo 
Mussulman. Surely this is an extraordinarily misleading 
comparison, especially as regards the Jews of New 
Testament times. It would be nearer the mark if he 
had told us that the Hindoo's great-grandfather had 
settled in England, and that his descendants, with the 
exception of some stray visits to their ancestral country, 
■ resided in the British Islands, and had become naturalised 
English citizens. 

Again he says ^ (and this in reference to vocabulary) : 
" Biblical Greek is a language which stands by itself." 
For parts of the LXX., no doubt, this is true. But that 
is because it is a slavishly literal translation, and it was 
necessary either to force ordinary Greek words to bear 
a sense which was not natural to them, or else coin new 
words on the analogy of Hebrew. For the New 
Testament it is not true, except as regards that one group 
of theological terms which are naturally modelled on the 
similar terminology of the LXX., but which, after all, far 
overpass their Old Testament bounds, and also the small 
group of words expressing rites and customs and special 
conceptions of the Jews which had passed over bodily 
from the LXX. 

Dr. Hatch lays down a Canon for the study of the 

% p. 11. 
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LXX., with special reference to its use in determining 
the meaning of New Testament words.^ " A word which 
is used uniformly, or with few and intelligible exceptions, 
as the translation of the same Hebrew word, must be 
held to have in Biblical Greek the same meaning as that 
Hebrew word." This, of course, is meant to apply 
strictly to the New Testament vocabulary. We admit 
this absolutely in the group of New Testament words 
which are the direct outgrowth of Hebrew theology, as 
Bo^a, Sict/3o\o?, eiprjVT}, ireipd^w, and the like. We also 
admit it with restrictions in the case of terms denoting 
Jewish usages, which were presumably formed by the 
writers of the LXX., but which, by New Testament 
,times, seem to have become more lax in their use, and 
in a few cases to have passed into the ordinary 
vocabulary of the period. Hence, accordingly, they 
underwent various modifications in their meaning. But 
in reference to the vocabulary of Biblical Greek, as a 
whole, it appears to us quite untenable for many 
reasons. 

To begin with, it is admitted on aU hands that the 
translators of the LXX. were exceedingly unskilful 
workmen. Some of them show far greater stupidity 
than others. Suppose, then, a case which constantly 
occurs, that of a word only found, though very often 
found, in a book which betrays great ina,ccuracy. The 
same Greek word is always used to translate one Hebrew 
word. It is used in a very exceptional sense, quite 
alien to its ordinary meaning. And the reason is that 
the translator has no proper grasp of Greek, or else, from 
^ Essays, p. 35. 
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an imperfect knowledge of Hebrew, he mixes up two 
significations, and so uses a word inaccurately. This 
same Greek word occurs in the New Testament. Are 
we to make its use in the LXX. our criterion of its 
meaning there ? We may have abundance of con- 
temporary evidence for its usage ; we may know the 
special characteristics of the writer in whom it is found. 
Surely these are safer tests to apply than that which 
Dr. Hatch lays down. 

Another consideration, in this regard, is important. 
We have a great mass of evidence to show that the 
translators of the LXX. had a tendency to use a Greek 
word which was the equivalent for the ordinary signifi- 
cation of a Hebrew word, in its secondary senses as well.^ 
But this is no criterion of usage. It is often the result 
of mere individual predilection, and yet it may fall exactly 
under Dr. Hatch's Canon. Surely it would be very unsafe 
to allow this to regulate our determination of the New 
Testament vocabulary. 

But, further, there is the question of time. Several 
hundreds of years have elapsed between the two collec- 
tions of writings. In proportion as the Jews have 
mingled with other nations, and often come to regard 
Greek as their native tongue, words which originally 
had a close connection with Semitic conceptions must 
necessarily have tended to approach nearer to con- 
temporary Greek usage, and may appear even to 

1 E.g. 6(piiMfi» =(1) debt ; (2) sin. 

Xii'ho; =(1) lip; (2) language. 
Iparaii =(1) interrogate ; (2) request. 
S««/o(ri;»)i=(l) righteousness; (2) alms. Cf. Winer (Eng. 
trans.), p. 33 sq. 
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have become part of the literary vocabulary of the 
time. 

Besides, as we have tried to show in discussing the 
vocabulary of the New Testament, the writers of the 
books belonging to it manifest a far truer grasp of the 
Greek language, and even a certain literary tone, in the 
words they use. So that, except ia the case of technical 
and theological terms, they move on a higher level than 
the translators of the LXX. 

One further consideration must be specified, and that 
a very important one. The LXX. is essentially a trans- 
lation, and that from a language whose genius is alien to 
that of Greek. Also, it is extraordinarily literal. This 
being so, are we at liberty to make its phenomena 
absolute standards of usage ? The very peculiarities in 
its use of words, and the meanings it gives to them, are 
due to nothing else than the sheer literalness of the 
translation. It is hard to see how this can, except in 
cases which are quite obvious, stamp a word for all time 
coming with a particular sense. Indeed, many of these 
particular senses are thoroughly isolated, and could not, 
on any consideration, lead us to expect their repetition 
in the language of the New Testament, which is the 
spontaneous expression of vivid conceptions, born in the 
minds of men, most of whom have a thorough acquaint- 
ance with the colloquial language of their day, and can 
exercise themselves in it freely. 

The fact is, when we consider the place the LXX. 
must have occupied among the Jewish people both in 
Palestine and the adjacent countries, as testified by the 
New Testament itself, we may well be astonished to find 



INFLUENCE OF LXX. ON VOCABULARY OF N.T. 141 

that its influence has been, comparatively speaking, so 
small. If we take, for instance, the 103rd Psalm, 
which must have been thoroughly well known to all 
Jews, we find within its narrow compass words such 
as SeffTTofo), Svvda-Teia, i^avOeeo, eviXarevo), fj-anpo- 
6v/M';, /MiKpvvm, fir}vim, iroXveXeo'i, all of them terms 
which might easily have found a place in the 
New Testament vocabulary, but which do not occur 
there. 

Professor Abbott gives some striking instances of the 
marked differences which exist between the two vocabu- 
laries.^ Thus the verb ^aa-Ta^a, which occurs twenty- 
seven times in the New Testament, is only found once 
in the LXX. The groiip ^apeco, ^i^ai(K, ^pahv^, ^pa- 
Bvvco, ^paSvTr]<}, all appearing in the New Testament, are 
not in the LXX. 

Diiferences in the significations of words are well 
exemplified by the noun djaTrr], which in the LXX. is 
used of love as between the sexes, and which, on the 
contrary, appears in the New Testament of that high 
spiritual love which finds its chief object in God, in other 
words, love without passion. The term which expresses 
this conception in the LXX. is dyaTn/crt?, never found 
in the New Testament. So also virofiovi] in the LXX. = 
expectation, in the New Testament = patient endurance. 
d^ea-i'i in LXX. = dismissal, in New Testament = remis* 
sion of sins, a conception expressed in the LXX. by 

Again, Abbott points out that often in reference to 

1 Essays on the Original Texts of the Old and New Testaments, 
p. 70 sq. 
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ideas where we should expect the LXX. to influence the 
New Testament, there are great divergences — 

E.g. " Confess " = e^ayopeu'o) in LXX. 

,, = €^o//.oXoyeo/*at in N.T., 

which = " praise " in LXX. 
" Divorce " = c^awoo-TeAXetv in LXX. 
„ = anoX-vtiv in N.T. etc. etc. 

This list might be indefinitely extended. 

Let us apply now, by way of summary, the various 
possibilities of relationship between any two vocabularies, 
which were laid down on pp. 87, 88, to the case of 
the LXX. and New Testament. 

(1.) The first holds strictly in the present instance. 
There is no doubt whatever that the LXX. is thoroughly 
well known to the writers of the New Testament, and it 
is unnecessary to dwell upon this after what has been 
already said. 

(2.) The second may be also considered to be verified. 
It is the fact that an overwhelmingly large proportion of 
the vocabulary of the New Testament has already 
occurred in the LXX. But this is subject to most 
important restrictions. By far the greater part of the 
common stock of words is found in Greek writers of all 
periods. And the group which comes easily next, numer- 
ically, consists partly of late words and forms in general, 
partly of colloquial words which have found little or no 
place in literature, except in the Biblical writings. 

(3.) The third possibility cannot be said to be true in 
the case before us. Considering the intimate acquaintance 
with the LXX. which the New Testament writers reveal, 
it is surprising to find how small a number of the words 
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appearing in the New Testament occur in no other known 
writings except the LXX. 

It is extremely probable that the list of special 
" Biblical " words which does exist will be diminished from 
year to year by fresh discoveries of inscriptions and 
" finds " of new manuscripts which (like the Mimes of 
Herondas) may be of a kind fitted to shed light on the 
popular language. The works of many of the later 
writers, too, have not, as yet, been examined with suffi- 
cient care and accuracy, so that in the case, for example, 
of Josephus and many more, it is impossible to estimate 
their vocabularies with anything like precision. In any 
case, it is not going too far to say that those advances 
which may be made in knowledge of the current collo- 
quial language, are certain to make the list we are 
examining, small though it be, considerably less. A strik- 
ing instance of this process may be seen by comparing 
Professor Thayer's careful list of " words peculiar to tiie 
LXX. and New Testament," drawn up in 1888, with the 
present state of our knowledge. 

(4.) Our fourth hypothesis is true in a modified sense. 
A considerable number of the words common to the 
LXX. and New Testament are derived words, formed by 
the writers of the LXX. To the extent covered by these 
words, there is an influence of the one vocabulary 
on the other. But the whole number is exceedingly 
small in relation to the entire vocabulary of the New 
Testament. Moreover, we may well believe that these 
words would have become part of the vocabulary of the 
New Testament writers, although they had never read a 
page of the LXX. The words were absolutely necessary 



144 SOURCES OF NEW TESTAMENT GEEEK 

for Jews. That is to say, there were certain important 
Hebrew conceptions connected with national customs 
or worship or tradition which had to be expressed in 
Greek. Some of these may have been translated into 
the foreign language before there was a trace of the 
LXX. But the great majority of them was, no doubt, 
due to this version. Immediately, however, they would 
pass into the current Greek used by Jews, and by this 
means often into the general vocabulary of the Eastern 
peoples. 

(5.) The fifth supposition is also true, in the case 
before us, in a modified sense. We have already seen 
that the creation of theological terms by the New Testa- 
ment writers certainly followed the analogy of the Greek 
words used by the translators of the LXX. to set forth 
the conceptions of Hebrew theology. In this sphere 
there can be no question in regard to the influence of the 
LXX. on the New Testament. In some cases, as our 
instances have shown, there appears to be a deliberate 
stereotyping of usage which henceforward becomes part 
and parcel of the Jewish-Greek vocabulary. Yet even 
here it is more generally the basis which remains. The 
superstructure reared by the Christian writers shows 
marked divergences. The main modification to be noted 
in this connection is the same as that which was found 
necessary in our last hypothesis. Outside the strict 
sphere of theological terminology there is a fairly large 
group of words, as has been shown, common to the LXX. 
and New Testament, with other authors, which, at first 
sight, appear to have significations entirely peculiar 
to these two groups of writings. These words designate 
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a variety of ideas, some referring to matters of physical 
or everyday life, others denotiag moral qualities and the 
like. But the more carefully these special senses are 
examined, the more uniformly will it be found either that 
they are peculiar colloquial significations which may 
have existed for long in the popular language, or that 
they themselves, and words with senses cognate to them, 
occur here and there in isolated contemporary writers ; or 
else that in many cases the special meanings are so 
closely connected with the ordinary sense, as to depend 
chiefly on the context in which the word may be found. 
(6.) It is difficult to say whether this last possibility 
can be regarded as actually verified in connection with 
our inquiry or not. It is hard to decide whether there 
are local peculiarities to be found iu the New Testament 
vocabulary. Certainly traces do exist of words which 
the oldest tradition connects with Alexandria. And we 
know it was a centre of the mixed language of later 
times. We can safely regard some of the unique features 
of the language of the LXX. as " Alexandrian." In the 
New Testament, such iufluences are harder to trace. If 
there are " Alexandrian " words in the New Testament, 
they are so sporadic in their appearance that we should 
attribute them to the general current of the Greek 
language as it manifests itself in New Testament times, 
rather than to the direct influence of the LXX. Perhaps 
we may look for such peculiarities with greater prob- 
ability among the forms than among the words which 
compose the New Testament vocabulary. 



OHAPTEE XI 

Colloquial Geeek, the Language of the LXX. and 

OF THE New Testament 

No one who reads the LXX. and New Testament with 
open eyes can fail to be at once struck with the fact that 
there is some general characteristic about their language 
which marks it off distinctly from that of the rest of 
Greek books. And it is just this common and striking 
element which is apt to give the impression that the New 
Testament owes its particular type of speech directly to 
the LXX. Perhaps it may be said that if the LXX. had 
never been written, the New Testament writings would 
have shown a greater harshness' of style and clumsiness 
of expression than is actually found there. But as 
regards the respective vocabularies, they are both 
children of the same parent, namely, the coUoquial 
Greek of the time. This is the secret of their striking 
resemblance. 

Unfortunately our knowledge of the colloquial language 
from other sources is fragmentary in the extreme. But 
the evidence which is extant goes solidly to prove the 
essentially vernacular character of Biblical Greek. How 
much lies concealed from us is well exemplified by stray 
Greek words which occur in Latin authors, as, e.g., in 

146 
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Cicero's Letters^ where a coBsiderable list of words is 
found, including terms like d0eTr]a-i<!, i/jLirepirepevofiai, 
a-Kv\fj,6<}, av^ijTrjtrK, and others, whose use by Cicero 
proves their common occurrence in the language of 
everyday life, though they are found in no Greek book. 
So also, from time to time, the Inscriptions show us words 
of which the very meaning is proof that their use was 
not exceptional. 

We have already given brief discussions of elements in 
the vocabularies both of the LXX. and New Testament 
which bear on their " Colloquialism." This was illustrated 
notably by lists of vernacular words common to both ; 
their fondness for diminutives ; their frequent use of 
words, originally strong, in a weakened sense ; and, above 
all, their remarkable points of contact both with the 
vocaHDulary of Aristophanes and the Fragments of the 
Comic poets. We may recall the statistics — 

Of words found in Aristophanes and exceedingly 
seldom in any other Greek author — 

5S occur in the vocabulary of the New Testament ; 
and 31 of these in the vocabulary of the LXX. 
Of words found in the Fragments of the Comic poets, 
and almost nowhere else in Greek literature — 

ISl occur in the vocabulary of the New Testament ; 

and about 98 of these in the vocabulary of the LXX. 

Of course, in the case of Aristophanes, some of these 

words may occur where he is intentionally imitating the 

vernacular, but it need hardly be said that this only 

makes them more valuable for our comparison. In con- 

1 Cf. T. K. Abbott, Essays ore the Original Texts of the Old and New 
Testamients, 1891, p. 87. 
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nection with these lists it must also be noted that if ail 
exhaustive examination were made of the vocabulary of 
the LXX. it would certainly reveal a far greater resem- 
blance than our own scrutiny has been able to bring out, 
seeing that our comparisons have only taken in words 
found in the New Testament. 

It is not hard to see how this special " colloquial " 
colouring is so prominent in the Biblical language. 
Plainly, from the earliest days there existed ia Greek- 
speaking regions a mode of speech separated both from 
the literary language and that used by cultivated men, 
which belonged to the common people. Grammarians 
observe that the existence of syncopated forms' in Homer, 
such as Sat for hmjjba, aX<pt for aX^vrov, similar pheno- 
mena in. Hesiod, such as ^pl for ^piapov, and the like, 
and various other appearances iu writers like Alcman and 
Epicharmus, point to an ancient popular language, not 
confined to any particular locality. Many forms and 
expressions in Aristophanes, which he puts into the 
mouths of particular characters, go to confirm the idea. 
This special vernacular type of speech would, of course, 
exist all through the history of the Greek literature and 
language. And certainly its prevalence and growth 
must have been enormously aided by Alexander's con- 
quests. All the forces dominant at that particular 
period in the Greek of the Macedonian conquerors tended 
to give permanence, and even prestige, to the speech 
of the people. Seeing that now, even the literary 
language of books had become unregulated and lax, 
the barrier between the refined spoken language and 
that of the mass of the people, which must at all 
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times be fluctuating, would tend more and more to 
disappear. 

' How, then, would this condition of things bear upon a 
foreign nation, introduced, as it were, to a new tongue ? 
Our own observation may serve to guide us in this 
matter. Everyone knows that a German, for example, 
who may have to live in an English-speaking country for 
professional or business purposes, even should he be a 
man of superior education, delights above all else to 
acquire a certain mastery of the more coUoqmal part of the 
EngUsh language. And in conversation, almost contrary 
to what one might expect, he goes out of his way to use 
the most " popular," not to say " vulgar " expressions. 
Is it going too far to attribute this trait of human nature 
to the Jews who first came iuto contact with Greek ? 

But this is only one element in the process. > Jews 
then, as now, were eager traders, if they were anything. 
And the language of commercial intercourse must be, 
from the nature of the case, a plain, unrefined, hackneyed 
mode of speech, ready to open its doors to words which 
are often mere " slang " expressions, a strictly common- 
place language, intelligible in all business circles. Un- 
questionably this was the type of Greek which first met 
the Jews in Alexandria and in all the trading centres of 
the East. But from the first they were extraordinarily 
conservative as regards education, and the wealthier 
among them especially so. In this way, those of them 
who might be expected to reach a higher culture in 
literature, and thus come into contact vnth Greek in its 
refined and pure form, would be, m most cases, the very 
class whom the traditions of their fathers and their 
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pride of national feeling would exclude from all such 
influences. Therefore it is not astonishing that the 
books of the LXX. display so marked a resemblance to 
the language of the street. This is made all the more 
peculiar to a reader by its blending with the cumbrous 
terms of Hebrew ritual and theology. 

As time went on, the colloquial language would neces- 
sarily be modified in various directions. As has been 
already noted, it must have come to be the language of 
educated people. For anything hke a return to the 
refined Attic dialect of the Golden Age of Athens could 
at this period be regarded only as an affectation, too 
artificial to escape detection. Yet these facts did, as we 
know, exert an important influence on the colloquial 
language itself. Its employment by men of education 
reacted upon it. We do not mean to say that Greek as 
spoken by the populace became purer, but there came 
into existence a special type of the vernacular, that 
used by cultivated people. This was distinguished by 
forms less grotesque than those of the more " vulgar " 
type. Shades and refinements of distinction were more 
carefully attended to. Semi-literary words belonging to 
the " Common " dialect, and put into circulation by the 
authors who employed it, are found more frequently. 

Wow, it need hardly be said that men of Jewish birth 
were affected by this development. And there were 
special reasons that it should be so. As they gradually 
became naturalised in the countries of their adoption, 
and were unconsciously influenced by their surroundings, 
many of their prejudices completely vanished. They 
began to participate with enthusiasm in the higher 
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education of their time. Soon great numbers of tham 
became thoroughly Hellenised. Not only so. Long 
residence in Greek - speaking countries gave them a 
thorough mastery of the language. Each successive 
generation, born amidst Greek influences, acquired more 
power, more intelligence, and more taste in speaking 
Greek. Greek became a common language in Palestine 
itself ; and the more gifted and acute the particular Jew 
might be, the more likely was it that he should strive to 
speak the popular colloquial language in a refined manner. 
A most interesting example of the process we have 
been discussing is shown by a comparison of the lan- 
guage of the LXX., in general, with that of the New 
Testament. The results of such a comparison could not 
be better expressed than in the words of Mr. Geldart : 
" The Greek of the New Testament, however popular, 
familiar, and simple, is by no means so vulgar, so nearly 
a vernacular, as that of the LXX. We miss, with few 
exceptions, and those chiefly to be found in the Apoca- 
lypse, forms like elSa, etc., which must have existed in 
the New Testament age, because they are preserved in 
modern Greek to the present. It was familiar and 
popular, but not vernacular ; it adopted the homely 
expressions, but did not, as a whole, let itself down to the 
grammatical level of the common people, like a modern 
Greek newspaper, which is familiar enough to be readily 
intelligible, but not enough so to be vulgar ; neither alto- 
gether the spoken language of the common people, nor 
yet by a long way the book language of the learned." ^ 

1 Modern Greek Language m its Relation to Ancient Greek, App. I. 
p. 180. 



CHAPTEE XII 

COEKOBOBATION OF THE COLLOQUIAL ChAKACTEE OF THE 

Language of the LXX. and New Testament by 
THE Phenomena of Modern Geeek 

The position we have sought to maiatain in the pre- 
ceding section as regards the " Colloquialism " of the 
vocabularies both of the LXX. and the New Testament 
receives striking corroboration in a very important direc- 
tion. Modern Greek, as spoken to-day, is, of course, in 
its main elements nothing else than the descendant of 
the old vernacular speech. And so it is in organic con- 
nection with the popular language as it prevailed in the 
days when the LXX. and the New Testament were 
written. No doubt it has undergone numerous modi- 
fications both in grammar and vocabulary, yet in its 
essential character it is the same language as that which 
the Jews learned amidst the bustling life of Alexandria. 
In spite of the many centuries which separate them, 
there is nothing like the same difference between the 
Greek of to-day and that spoken of in the times of the 
LXX. and New Testament, as between the latter and 
the language of Demosthenes. Accordingly, we might 
expect that more or less light would be thrown on the 
relation of the vocabularies of the LXX. and New 
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Testament to the colloquial language by the phenomena 
of modern Greek. Nor are we disappointed. The fol- 
lowing short lists, compiled almost at random, are a 
sample of the important evidence which the modern 
language brings to bear on our subject. 

Nouns 

avOpaKia Accent shows it to be a vernacular form. 

Occiu's in N.T. Found in mod. Gk. 
»-PXVy°^- III mod. Gk. = leader, in the ordinary sense. 

Similar use in LXX. and N.T. Earely in Class. Lit. 
fiaa-iXicrcra. LXX. and N.T. Inscr. of Sigeum, b.c. 270. 

Late form for ;8acrtA.£ia. Mod. Gk. 
Ppoxv- Late word. N.T. and LXX. Mod. Gk = rain. 
yivji.a. In mod. Gki = dinner; cf. yevofiai in N.T. = eat, 

take food. -yeC/via in Class. Lit. = taste. 
Sfi/Ao. In mod. Gk.= terrace. Cf. its use in LXX. and 

N.T. = flat roof of house. 
ipeOia-fjios. In mod. Gk. = excitement, in a good sense. 

Cf. verb ipeOi^w, used in a good sense in the N.T., while 

in a bad from Homer down. In ordinary Greek, ipeOio-fw^ 

is usually a medical term in Hippocrates. 
^yovfievo^. Mod. Gk. = superior of a jnonastery. In 

LXX. and N.T. = leader. 
eiXricrLs. Mod. Gk. = wm. So LXX. and N.T. Pollux 

calls it a " vulgarism.'' 
Ova-iaa-T-ijpiov Mod. Gk. = altar. So LXX. and N.T. 
(to.) i|LiaTia = the clothes. (Very seldom in Class. Lit.) 

Common in mod. Gk., the LXX., and N.T. 
Kttipos. Mod. Gk. = weather. Cf. its constant use in the 

LXX. and N.T. = season, in our sense, especially in phrases 

like Kaipol Kapiro<f>6poi, etc. Our word "season" has a 

similar connotation of weather. 
KaOriyriT-fi-s. Mod. Gk. = professor. In NT. = master, 

teacher. Once in this sense in Dion. Hal., and apparently 

also in Plutarch. 
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Karakvixa. Mod. Gk. = lodging. So in LXX. and N.T., 

where it has also the sense of " guest-chamber." Some- 
thing like this meaning in Polyhius and Diodorus. 
Kavcroiv. Mod. Grk. =heat. In this sense repeatedly in 

LXX. and N.T. Apparently also once in Lucian. Dioscor. 

1. 21. 149, has it as a medical term = heat in the stomach. 
Ki^wTiov. Mod. Gk. =box. Cf. KtySeoTos in LXX. and 

N.T. = the ark. Both words in Aristophanes. 
Kopao-tov. Mod. Gk. = girl. So LXX., and N.T. : "cum 

nulla €vTfXi(yii.(n> significatione.'' This use also in Arrian. 
KpiPParC. Mod. Gk. = bed. So precisely Kpa/3/3aTos in 

N.T. Also found in the Comic poets Crito and Ehinthon. 

Lat. " grdbatus," in Martial. 
fiov-q. Mod. Gk. = monastery. In N.T. = dwelling-place. 

Pausanias uses it = station. 
^evoSoxeiov. Mod. Gk.= hotel. Of. verb feyoSoxew in 

LXX. and N.T. = entertain hospitably. Verb also in 

Dion. Cass. 
oTTTttcrta. Mod. Gk. = vision. So in N.T. and LXX. 

Appar. also in Anthology. 
TraiSiov. Mod. Gk.=boy. So in LXX. and KT. Scarcely 

in this colourless sense in Class. Lit. 
irpoo-Ko/A/xa. Mod. Gk. = obstacle, hindrance. So N.T. 

and LXX. 
■TTpoa-fjidyiov. Mod. Gk. =that which is eaten with bread. 

So = French "fricot." KT. =fish (as being eaten with 

bread). Cf. Inscr. of lulls, 130 B.C. : wpocri^aytMi xpia-Oai 

(^K)aTa. (T)a (Tr)aTpta. 

prjyiia = -irTSia-i^ (of a house). So in N.T. Cf. mod. Gk. 

pT^)(y<0 = piTTTUl. 

reXuvetov. Mod. Gk. = custom-house. So precisely in 
N.T. : reXwvLov. Also in the Comic poet Posidippus. 

vTrovpyoi. Mod. Gk. = minister (of government). In 
LXX. = adjutor, qui operam navat ; minister, administer 
(Schleusner). Used there of one who, while a servant, is 
a free man. 

(jxaXed. Mod. Gk. =nest. Cf. ^(uXeos in N.T. = burrow, 
lurking-hole of animals. 



COEEOBOEATION OF LXX. AND N.T. BY MODERN GEEEK 155 



Verbs, etc. etc. 

a-iroKpivofji.ai. In the passive in mod. Gk. = answer. So 

LXX. and KT. 
;8 a o- T a ^ (I). Mod. Gk. = <f>ep(i) (in colourless sense). So often 

in N.T. 
PpeX^i. Mod. Gk. = {let. So repeatedly in LXX. and N.T. 
ye/At^o). Mod. Gk. = fill (non-technical sense). So LXX. 

and ISr.T. 
yevfiaTi^u). Mod. Gk. = dine. Cf . ycuo/Aat in N.T. = eat. 
iyyi^w. Mod. Gk. = approach. This sense frequent in 

LXX. and N.T. Also in Polybius. 
ivutTTLov. Mod. Gk. =in the presence of. So LXX. and 

N.T. 
iTri.a-K£wTOfjLai. Mod. Gk.= visit. Same sense in LXX. 

and N.T. A few times in Class. Lit. (and almost always 

= visit the sick). 
eirio-Tpc^oj. Mod. Gk. =return. So in LXX. and N.T. 

Hippoc. uses it of the recurrence of an illness. 
evfjjpaivofjLai. Mod. Gk. uses it of /es^i'we enjoyment. So 

in LXX. and N.T. 
6e(op4u>. Mod. Gk. 5o)p<o = see (simply). Oempim used in 

precisely same sense in LXX. and N.T. 
Koif/.S>ij,ai. Mod. Gk. = sleep. Constantly in LXX. 

(especially) and N.T. = evSa, KaOeuSw. 
Ko/jL^oo}, Mod. Gk. = button. Cf. £yKo/i.)8oo/xat = fasten on 

one's self, in N.T. The latter also in Epicharmus and 

Apollodorus Carystius {Com.). 
6fj.i\eo). Mod. Gk. = converse with. So in LXX. and N.T. 

Alan in Josephus and Xenophon. 
iraiSevw. Mod. Gk. = chastise. So frequently in LXX. and 

N.T. 
TTia^o). Mod. Gk. TTtavo) = seize, apprehend. Tnd^w has the 

same sense in LXX. and N.T. 
o-v^i;t£(o. Mod. Gk.= discuss, dispute. So regularly in 

N.T. 
Tpuyo). Mod. Gk. =eat (simply). Same use in N.T. 
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iirdyij}. Mod. Gk. = et/it. So constantly in N.T. Similar 

use in the Comic poets. 
tj)0dvai. Mod. Gk.= arrive, come. Very common in this 

exact meaning in the LXX. and N.T. Also found with 

the same sense in Philo and Plutarch. . 
XopTtt^o), X°P'''''Coj'*°''- Mod.' Gk. = feed. Constantly in 

this sense in LXX. and N.T. Same meaning often found 

in the Comic writers. 
ilrrjka<f>dw. Mod. Gh. = \j/av£iv. Same sense frequent in 

LXX. and N.T. Apparently in Xenophon = pat, or stroke 

(horses). 



CHAPTEE XIII 

Examination of pecuuae Forms •which go to prove 

THE " colloquial " CHARACTER OF THE LANGUAGE OF 

THE LXX. AND New Testament 

There remains, still, a class of facts to be glanced at 
which is of the first importance in shedding hght on the 
essentially " colloquial " character of the LXX. and New 
Testament. We refer to a large group of pecuUar /orms 
which make their appearance in these writings, in inscrip- 
tions, in late writers, and often in modern Greek. 

The range of literature within which they are found 
makes it plaia that they are of a " popular " character. 
There are considerable differences as to the writiags 
which contain them. Many which are present in in- 
scriptions, the LXX., and Christian apocryphal literature 
are not met with in the New Testament. This is exactly 
what we should have expected from the general superi- 
ority of New Testament diction. Still, sufBcient instances 
occur to show how thoroughly the New Testament is a 
" popular '' book. 

Distinctions must be made between the various types 
which, for convenience' sake, are included in the same 
group. Some are mere variations from the ordinary 
spelliag. At first sight it might seem as if objections 
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could be raised against placing reliance on the ortho- 
graphy of our earliest MSS., so far as regards the New 
Testament. But, as Dr. Hort well shows {N.T. ii. 355), 
the probabilities are unfavourable to the hypothesis of 
the introduction of such forms by the transcribers of the 
New Testament : " In the fourth and following centuries, 
and even during a great part of the third, a natural result 
of the social position of Christians would be a tendency 
of scribes to root out supposed vulgarisms, as is known 
to have been the case in the revisions of the Old Latin 
as regards grammatical forms as well as vocabulary." 

The rest of the forms under consideration are, for the 
most part, anomalous tense-endings and, in a few cases, 
special modifications in verb- and noun-formations. 

(1.) aTriKos. Constantly in N.T. and LXX. = "arrffii. 
Cf. o-TeKco, ia mod. Gk. in same sense. A form to-Te/fw 
is also cited by Ducange. So in the mod. language, 
deTco = TcOTjfu, SiBco = SlSco/mi. 

Apparently, it is almost a rule in modern Greek that 
while verbs in -/tt are used in the more refined literary 
style, in ordinary conversation the same verbs appear in 
-a). a-TtjKco is common in the writers of the Middle Ages. 
Also a form cmjva. 

There are, besides, forms in the N.T. such as a^iofiev 
(Luke), rji^iev (Mark), a^covrat (John), a-vviovaiv (Matt.), 
avvlcov (Eom.), which presuppose the colloquial verbs 
a(f)lco and avvCw, 

(2.) Trleaai,, ^dyecrai. These 2nd pers. sing, forms 
of irregular futures in -ofiai occur together in Luke 
17. 8 : /Mera tuvtu ^ar/ecrai koI irleaai av. 
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The same and similar forms repeatedly ia the LXX., 
e.g. Euth 2. 14: ^ar/ecrai tmv apTwv; Ezek. 4. 11 : vhmp 
iv fierptfi irieerai. But, besides, the 2nd pers. sing, of the 
present indicative pass, (or mid.) is found in the same 
formation both in N.T. and LXX., e.g. Eom. 11. 18 : itara- 
Kav)(aaai, etc.; 1 Kings 14. 6 : airo^evovaai. 

In the " common " Greek of to-day, precisely the same 
endings are found in the 2nd pers. sing, present indie, 
pass., in ordinary verbs as -ea-at, in contracted verbs 
-eL<rai, -acrai ; e.g. (paiveaat, iraTelaat, Kav^acrat. 

These forms are evidently the originals of the usual 
contracted 2nd pers. sing., and must have been handed 
down unchanged in the popular language from a remote 
antiquity. 

(3.) Abnormal imperfect terminations in verbs ending 
in -/it. Thus from hiSm/Mi : SieBiSero (N.T. Acts), 
wapehLhero (N.T. 1 Cor.), e'St'Sero (LXX. Ex. 5. 13). 
Perhaps the same tendency is seen in the frequently- 
found " vulgar " form hiZovcnv for BiSoaa-tv, on which 
Lobeck says : " transmigravit haee forma ex lade ia 
vulgarem, quam dicere solemus, linguam omnium dialect- 
orum commune diversorium." 

(4.) Tj/iTjv. Eepeatedly in N.T. as impf. of elfil, e.g. 
Matt. 25. 35 : fei^o? rjfirjv koX a-vvtiydysTe /le. It is 
striking to find this the regular form of the impf. of mod. 
Gk. elfj-ai, = elfil. 

(5.) A very important group of forms in connection 
with the present inquiry is that consisting of " strong " 
Aorists with "weak" terminations. A few of these 
have a sort of recognition in Class. Lit., as elira, 
ijveyKa, and e-jreaa, but the usage receives enormous 
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extension in the LXX. and N.T., e.g. 2 Kings 10. 14: elZav ; 
Esth. 5.4: ekOaTco; 2 Kings 17. 2Q : eipav, etc. etc.: 
Acts 16. 40: e^Xdav. 

elBav, dvelXav, eXdare, avevpav, evpdfiev, etc. etc., are 
all well attested. This termination is also found with 
the imperf. in the LXX. and N.T., e.g. Mark 8. 7 : elx,av. 

This is one of the most marked of the " colloquial " 
forms which crept into the late literature of Greece; 
Isolated instances occur in Philo, Plutarch, Pausanias 
and Lucian. Menander has evpdfirjv. The usage spread 
and became common in the Eoman and Byzantine periods. 
Thus from the Eoman period we find in Inscriptions 
instances like eaxa (O.I.A. ui 1363. 5), evpdfjbrjv (900. 6), 
T^XTTt^a (Kaibel, Epigram. Grcee. 167. 5). Byzantine 
writers like Malalas have eK^dXai- { = eK0aXeiv), dveiXav, 
etc. 

By 300 A.D. this formation has become frequent in 
the imperf., as the Inscrr. show, e.g. rjtjiepa (for e^epov) 
and the hke. 

In the colloquial Greek of to-day both the imperf. (of 
the uncontracted verb) and strong Aorist end in -a, e.g. 
^evyw, impf. e^ievya, Aor. e(f>uya. The first and third 
persons plural have also the -a vowel. 

(6.) Common to the LXX. and N.T. is the curious 
termination -oaav in Aorists and imperfects, e.g. in N.T. 
el')(paav, John 15. 22; irapeXd^oaav, 2 Thess. 3. 6; 
iBdXiovaav, Eom. 3. 13. In LXX. eKplvoaav, Ex. 18. 
26; ifdyoaav, Josh. 5. 11, etc. etc. 

The old Grammarians give various origins for this 
form, some designating it Chalcidian, others Boeotian, 
others again Aeolic. It is found in the Comic poet 
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Posidippus, who has elxoaav. Also in Scymnus Chius 
(quoted by MuUach), 'iaxotrav. The history of the form 
is traceable in a fragmentary way. atrrjXQoa-av occurs 
in an Inscr. of Thisbae, 170 B.C. (Dittenb. Syll. 226. 
40), irapeKa^ocrav in one of Delos, 180 B.C. (Dittenb. 
Syll. 367. 112). In the Byzantine writers it is of 
frequent occurrence, e.g. eiBoaav, Mceph. Greg. 6. 5. 
113; -irapriXdoffav, Nicet. Chon. 153, etc. etc. The 
form survives in mod. Gk. in the 3 plur. impf. of con- 
tracted verbs, e.g. eirarova-av from Trareto, iSoKtova-av 
from SoXioeo. These very forms occur in the LXX., 
e.g. Ex. 33. 8: KaTevoovaav = KaTevoovv; Gen. 6. 4: 
iyevvma-av = iyevvcov. With these terminations in 
-ocrav may be compare'd the Aor. and impf. forms, 
d<j)i\ea-av, eXafifidvea-av, in Greek Papyri in the British 
Museum. 

(7.) -av for -aai, in the 3 plur. of perfects. 

Sextus Empir. (adv. Gramm. 213) says : Xef t? r) irap' 
'AXe^avBpevcriv iK^Xvdav ical direXrjKvdav. 

But there is abundant evidence that this was a 
" popular " form of much wider range. It is frequent 
in the LXX., e.g. Deut. 11. 7: empaKav; Isa. 5. 29: 
irapea-TijKav, etc. So also in the N.T. : eyvcoKav (John), 
elaekrlKvOav (James), direaraXKav (Acts), empaKav (Col.), 
etc. etc. 

Lycophron has ^^(jipiKav ; eopyav occurs in the Batryo- 
machia, and ire^vKav in Democritus. 

The Inscriptions afford important evidence of the wide 
area over which the usage extends. Thus in an Inscr. 
of Smyrna, 235 B.C. (Dittenb. Syll. 171), we have irapel- 
Xr]<l>av. In one of Lakonia, c. 70 B.C., there occur 
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BiaTeriXeKav, et(T)(7)Kav, and TreiroirjKav (Dittenb. Syll. 
255). 

(8.) Another form, which is almost certainly " popular," 
occurs in the present and Aorists optative. 

The original ending -aav appears in the 3 plur. active 
of these tenses. Phavorinus holds the form to be Aeolic, 
but extant evidence does not seem to support the hypo- 
thesis. It appears rather to be related to the group 
examined in (6). 

Instances do not occur in the N.T., but they are 
common in the LXX., e.g. Deut. 1. 44: iroirja-ala-av; 
Ps. 103. 35 : eKXeiTToio-av ; Job 18. 9 : eXOoiaav. In an 
Inscription of Delphi, m-ape^xpia-av is found. 

(9.) What may be apparently regarded as a form of 
" vulgar " speech is the appearance of a pseudo-future 
subjunct. in the LXX. and N.T., e.g. a fut. indie, used 
for the Aor. subjunct., and written with the vowels of the 
subjunct. Cf. Luke 7. 4 : a^co'i icmv m Trape^r/ tovto ; 
1 Cor. 13. 3 : iva . . . Kavdijerm/jLai ; cf. in LXX. Gen. 
2. 17 : j)d'^7]<T6e. But in aU these cases the readings 
are so varying, that it is unsafe to build any conclusion 
on them. 

(10.) An isolated instance of a "popular" form' is 
Kadov, as imperat. of Kadrifiai. It is found in the LXX. 
as, e.g., Ps. 110. 1 : kuOov ck Be^Mv fiov. Also in the 
N.T., 6.g. Acts 2. 34; Mark 12. 36. This form, con- 
tracted from Kadecro, is the present imperative of KaOrifiai 
in modern Greek. It is also found in the Fragments of 
the Comic writers. 

(11.) It is hardly necessary to do more than note 
two characteristics of the " popular " spelling which occur 
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constantly in the !N".T. and LXX. The one is the inter- 
change of I and 61, ei being used to designate the long 
sound of I, e.g. aeipoK, 2 Pet. 2. 4, etc. ; cf. the forms 
lyeivofiai and yeivcoffKcn, which have excellent attestation. 
So in Inscrr., e.g. i/JLea-eireva-avi G.I.A. 488. 17 (30 B.C.). 

On the other hand, there is the tendency to shorten 
long sounds, so that t is found for et. Thus Xirovpyelv 
is the best attested reading in the N.T. So also irtOoh 
in 1 Cor. 2. 4, and other instances passim. A similar 
result is given by the Inscrr., which show that in Eoman 
times XiTovpyeiv was the common spelling ; cf. also 
■7neapxovvT6<s, O.I.A. 471. 17 (100 B.C.). 

But this tendency is best exhibited by the large class 
of substantives which shorten -eia to -la, as apeaicia, 
kpfirfvia, /jueffoBua k.t.X. 

(12.) An interesting instance of a "vulgar" form is 
that in which a, " v" is added to the accus. sing, of nouns 
of the third declension. There is no certain instance in 
the N.T., but it is very common in the LXX., e.g. Ex. 
10. 4: aKplBav; Euth 4. 12 : yvvaiKav; 1 Kings 22. 11 : 
. lepeav. 

The Inscrr. also exhibit this peculiarity, e.g. Thessalian 
Inscr. of second cent. : rbv avSpav. 

It occurs, too, in those of the later empire, e.g. iraTpi- 
Sav {G.I.A. iii. 1379. 10), ;y;a/3tTaj' (Kaibel, Epigram. 
Grcee. 167. 6). The form survives in the "common" 
language of to-day. 

(13.) It only remains to point out some " popular " 
spellings in the BibHcal writers. 

a. Harsh concurrences permitted, e.g. Xripu^^ofiai (Winer 
compares Ionic Xdfi-yjro/jiai), avvirpiyeiv, ivxaipiov. 
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I. Addition of superfluous letters, e.g. eK'^jdii, eK')(yvv6- 
fievov, 'iacnreipe. 

c. Omission of letters, e.g. Suo-e/S?;?, epva-aro k.t.X. 

These or similar forms occur with the best attestation 
in the LXX. and N.T., and are also exhibited by many 
Inscrr. 

It is needless to give, in closing, an elaborate summary 
of the results to which our investigation has led us, as 
this has been already done. But the main conclusions 
can be put in a few sentences. 

The LXX. is the first entire group of writings com- 
posed in the colloquial language of everyday life. See- 
ing that it is a literal translation of Hebrew books, and 
that it has been carried out by men of Jewish birth, it 
is deeply impregnated with Semitic characteristics. Yet 
these do not prevent it from exhibiting clearly the con- 
dition and tendencies of the popular Greek of its time. 
On the one hand, it has many elements in common with 
the writers of the Koivrj SidXeKro? ; on the other, it is 
often a transcript of the vernacular. But the predom- 
inant features in its vocabulary are — 

(a) The creation of a theological terminology rendered 
necessary by the original of which it is a translation; 
and 

(&) The expression in Greek form of special Jewish 
conceptions and customs due to the same cause. 

There can be no question that its vocabulary has 
influenced that of the New Testament. The earliest 
Christian writers, in proclaiming the new faith, had to 
express in words deep theological ideas, unheard of in the 
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old world. It was natural that, in making this attempt, 
they should take for their model a vocabulary already 
formed. These writers, moreover, were Jews. Their 
whole view of things was penetrated with Hebrew modes 
of thought. Accordingly, they could not fail to make 
copious use of a type of language already adapted to 
their special requirements. 

But the influence of the LXX. on the vocabulary of 
the New Testament must not be exaggerated. Caution 
is necessary in determining that which is to be regarded 
as usage in Biblical Greek, seeing that the LXX. is a 
translation done by unskilful hands, and that ignorance 
of Greek or ignorance of Hebrew is often responsible 
for phenomena of vocabulary which are peculiar to 
the Biblical language. "When we consider the excep- 
tional importance of the Greek Bible to the New Testa- 
ment writers, the astonishing fact is that its influence on 
their vocabulary is not incomparably greater than it is 
found to be. 

That which really sets the LXX. and New Testament, 
as Greek books, in a class by themselves, is the collo- 
quial language in which both are written. Though the 
vocabulary of the New Testament moves on a higher 
plane, it is essentially " popular " ia character, and both 
groups of writings acquire, from the linguistic point of 
view, a unique importance, as the only literary monu- 
ments extant of the vernacular Greek of the post- 
Alexandrine period. 

But, besides, this popular spoken language, as exhibited 
by the LXX. and New Testament, is of exceptional 
value for another reason, inasmuch as it connects the 
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" oral tradition " of the past with the ordinary vernacular 
of to-day, and reveals with startling clearness that 
wonderful organic unity which makes the language of 
Greece, through all its complex developments, a living, 
undivided whole. 
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